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The  Prefent  State  of  P  o  p  eh  t 
in  England^   &c« 


QJJERE    I.  qjEREi 

Hether  the  Laying  this  Tax  on  the 
Papifts  be  Juft,  and  ConMent 
with  the  'Principle  of  'Tolera- 
tion ? 

ANSWER.  Atfiwsft; 

The  Principle  of  Toleration  is,  "  That  no  Man  The  PrincU 
ought  to  moleft  another  on  the  Account  of  his  f^^0-1 
Confcience,  or  his  merely  Religious  Principles 
or  Aftions,  but  leave  to  every  one  the  full  Li- 
berty of  chufing  when  and  how  he  will  ferve 
God." 


4C 

And  the  main  Grounds  on  which  this  Principle  TJlc  * 

>  ©f  Toleration  is  built,  are,  "  That  Religion  is  a  J*** 
**  Thing  in  its  own  nature  not  to  be  fore'd  3  That 

>  <c  it's  every  Man's  own  bufinefs  to  fee  that   his 
j***  Religion    be   right,    and    the    Concern  of  no 

t- —  A  iC  en# 


"  one  elfe  ;  That,  Religion  being  a  Perfuafion  in 
M  the  Mind,  outward  Compulfian  can  have  no  real 
<c  Influence  on  a  Man,  any  farther  than  to  make 
M  him  a  Hypocrite  $"  and  laftly,  "  That  it  is  the 
<c  only  practicable  Method  of  preferving  the  Peace 
tc  and  Tranquillity  of  Society  and  Civil  Govern- 
u  ment,  which  can  never  fubfifl:  on  a  fecure  Bot- 
<c  torn  without  it." 

This  is  the  Principle,  and  thefe  the  Reafons  for 
mutual  Toleration. 
Who  are  Let  us  then  ccnfider  what  fort  of  Perfons  this 

r*ot£Ja5d!,y  Principle  protects,  and  whom  thefe  Reafons  plead 
pleso^To-  for-     Net  thofe,  furely,  whofe  Religion  it  is,  To 
icratien.      force    the  Religion'  of  all  others,  and  To  be  the 
Enemies  of  all  Society  and  Government,  where 
the  Civil  Power  is  in  the  hands  of  thofe  who  are 
of  a  different  Religious  Perfuafion  from  themfelves^ 
For  if  it  were  fo,  the  very  fame  Reafons  which 
make  for  Toleration  would  likewife  make  againft 
it.     It  would  be  for  the  Liberty,  th-e  Peace  and 
Quiet  of  Midland,  to  grant  Toleration  to  all  Men,, 
at  the  fame  time  that  it  would  be  neceffary  for  the 
Prefervation  of  that  Liberty,   Peace  and  Quiet,  to 
refufe  it  to  fome. 
To  reconcile     The  only  way  then  to  reconcile  the  Principles  of 
*YS  ?r!^i_  Society  with  the  Principle  of  Toleration,  which  is 
ciety  'La  °"  *n  Part  built  upon  thofe  of  Society,  is  this  5  That 
Government. they  alone  have  a  Right  to  be  Tolerated,  whofe 
Principles  are  not  directly  repugnant  to  the  Wel- 
fare ot  Society,  and  the  Security  of  good  Govern- 
ment.    And  they  who  hold  Principles  incompati- 
ble with  Thefe,    can    in  juftice    claim    no  fuch 
Right.     This,  and  no  other  Method  of  Arguing,, 
renders  the  Principles   of  Society   perfectly  con- 
fiftent  with  the  Principle  of  Toleration ;  and  makes 
the  latter  follow,  as  ajuft  and  natural  Confequence 
from  the  former. 
Meafuresto      But  then,  fince  the  Principle  of  Toleration  does 
beobfervd  not  wholly  arife  from  the  Principles  of  Society  and 
J?  tKete"     Civil  Government,  but  likewife  in  part  from  the 

ftrainingot    __  r  _   -  ,,     .    T  ,   n  '  I     .  r  m. 

Principles.  Nature  ot  Religion  itielf,  and  the  natural  Liberty 
of  Man,  conlider'd  as  an  Individual  5  it  follows,, 
that  Toleration,  in  point  of  Religious  Opinion,  can 

only 


to 
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only  be  reftrain'd  To  far,  as  is  neceffary  for  the  Pre- 
fervation  and  Security  of  Society  and  good  Go- 
vernment. And  if  Society  and  Government  could 
be  any  ways  fecur'd  under  the  moil  noxious  and 
wicked  Notion?,  (which  indeed  I  can't  fee  how  it 
fiiould  be,)  it  muft  follow,  that  it  would  be  {till  juft 
and  right  to  tolerate  thofe  Notions. 

And  this  Diftinction  ought  always  to  be  carried  Opinion  ne- 
along  with  us  in  this  Cafe  5  That  no  Opinion  is  to  £er  aCnme, 
be  punifh'd  as  a  Crime,   but  is  only  to  be  guarded  times°Tn" 
againft  as  an  Evil.     From  whence  it  follows,  that  Evil  to  be 
no  other   Penal  Laws   are  julliiiable   againft  Opi  fu*[^Ld 
nions,  but  fuch  as  may   plainly   and  evidently  be 
made  out   to  be  no  more  than  neceffary  Precau- 
tions, without  which  no  one  can  anfwer  for  the 
Safety  and  Quiet  of  Society. 

And  this  wrill  ferve  for  an  Anfwer  to  that  com- Principles 
mon  Objection,  That  not  Principles,  but  Actions,  n°r  Pu,nifll* 

Tniix-         1  i  •  r         r  r      >         .able,  but  tc 

are  punishable:   For  by  this   way  oi  reaionmg  it  be  guarded 
will   appear    that   Principles    are   not  fuppos'd  to  againft  by- 
be  punifh'd,  but  only    trie    miCchievous  Ettect   of  Socicty* 
them  to  be  prevented.     And  if  it  were  true,  that 
Principles  were  in  no  cafe  to  be  guarded  againft, 
when  they  were  directly  avow'd,  and  not  only  in- 
ferred from  remote  Confequences,  which  were  dif- 
own'd  perhaps  by  thofe  whom   they  are  charg'd 
upon :  I  fay,  if  that   were  true,  it  would  not  be 
poffible  to  maintain  Society  any  longer  on  a  fecure 
bottom,  or  to  defend  it  againft  any  Evils,  but  thofe 
which  muft  throw  it  into  the  utrnoft   danger  •    1 
mean  Overt-Atrts*,  fuch    as  Rebellions   and    Civil 
Wars. 

Whereas  it  is  certain,  So;ieties,  as  well  as  pri- 
vate Men,  (for  they  are  compos'd  of  private  Men,) 
have  a  Right  not  only  to  preferve  themfcives  from 
direct  Injuries  done  them,  or  endeavour'd  to  be 
done  them,  but  likewife  to  guard  effectually  againft 
fuch  Evils  as  are  plainly  threaten'd  them.  And 
confequently  they  have  a  Right  to  take  all  fuch 
Methods  as  are  neceffary  to  this  end. 

And,  as  it  is  by  all  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  of 
Nations  Juft  and  Lawful,  without  any  further  pro- 
vocation, to  make  war  on  any  Prince  or  State,  who 
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ftiall  declare  that  all  the  neighbouring  Nations  orf 
right  belong  to  them,  and  withal  fhew  a  Difpofi- 
tion  to  purfue  that  Maxim  }  fo  is  it  likewife  juft 
for  a  Nation  to  fubdue  and  banifh  from  among 
themfelves  all  fuch  dangerous  Subje&s,  as  profefs 
themfelves,  or  muft  be  efteem'd  in  the  direft  and 
immediate  Confequence  of  their  Principles,  Pub- 
lick  Enemies,  and  difcover  aRefolution  to  deftroy 
the  Peace  and  Civil  Government  of  their  Coun- 
try ;  and  not  to  allow  any  longer  the  Protection  of 
Law  to  thofe  who  would  overturn  all  Law,  and 
raze  the  very  Foundations  of  it. 
5?apift$Pub-  NOW  to  apply  this  way  of  reafbning  to  the 
jnicsEbae  ^a^e  before  us  :  **  IS  t^ie  plain  Confequence  of 
Manciple-  what  has  been  faid,  That  if  the  Tapifis  are,  and 
muft  be  look'd  upon  as  Publick  Enemies  by  their 
Principles  5  and  if  they  have  difcover'd  a  Difpo- 
fition  to  aft  according  to  the  noxious  Principles 
which  they  hold  5  they  may  in  that  Cafe  with 
great  Juftice  be  banifh 'd  out  of  thofe  Dominions, 
where  they  /hew  that  they  will  not  live  in  fub- 
jeflion  to  the  Laws  that  are  in  force,  and  not  be 
fuffer'd  to  reap  the  Benefit  of  thofe  Laws  which 
they  refufe  to  be  governed  by. 

And  if  it  be  lawful,  and  if  Self-Prefervation  will 
juftify  the  Banifhing  and  Outlawringof  Tafifls^ 
it  cannot  be  faid  to  be  any  Injuftice  to  them  to  do 
much  lefs,  and  to  deprive  them  of  but  a  Part  of 
their  Eftates  5  and  yet  lefs  than  that,  to  lay  on 
them  fuch  a  Gentle  Tax,  as  an  Hundred  T^koufand 
^Pounds  for  one  Year,  to  help  towards  defraying 
the  Charge  the  Nation  is  kept  at,  to  defend  itfelf 
againft  the  Dangers  with  which  the  Taflfts  and 
their  Friends  threaten  it. 
£fat°bc  THE  onIy  Option  then  is,  Whether  the  <Pa- 
fifls  are  fuch  Publick  Enemies  as  I  have  defcrib'd  $ 
and  whether  their  Principles  and  their  Pra&ico* 
deferve  that  Charafler  ? 

And  if  this  Queftion  be  refblv'd  in  the  Affirma- 
tive, it  anfwers  the  former  one  in  the  Affirmative 
likewife-  That  the  laying  a  \tax  of  a  Hundred 
T'Jomfand  Towids  on  the  Tapifis  for  a  Year  is  Juft, 
and  perfectly  coniiftent  with  the  Principle  of  Tole- 
ptipn3         *  I N 
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IN  considering  this  Queftion,  I  (hall  not  bring- 
againft  the  Papifts  remote  Confequences  from  erro- 
neous Tenets :  But  I  /hall  only  charge  them  with 
thofe  Principles,  which  in  their  firfl  and  moft  ob- 
vious Senfe  tend  to  the  Overthrow  of  all  kind  of 
Society  and  Good  Government. 

And  I  (hall  fix  no  Principles  on  them,  but  Thofe  ^^ 
which  I  /hall  plainly  fhew  are  the  Product  of  the  thc  infaiu- 
Infallibiiity,  which  all  true  (Papifts  unanimoufly  bility  of  the 
attribute  to  their  Church,  and  which  indeed  is  hutch# 
the  Charafteriftick  of  (Popery.  And  I  /hall  not 
even  fix  any  Tenet  upon  them,  but  what  is  efla* 
blifh'd  by  all  the  different  ways  in  which  any  a- 
mong  them  difpofe  of  the  Infallibility,  which  they 
all  agree  refides  fomewhere.  I  /hall  fix  no  Doc- 
trines on  (Papifts,  but  what  have  been  fettled  by 
(Popes,  by  Councils,  by  the  Voice  of  the  whole 
Clergy,  by  the  Approbation  and  Reception  of  the 
whole  Laity  of  that  Communion,  and  by  the  uni- 
verfal  and  concurring  Pra&ice  of  All  theie,  a  very 
few  excepted,  for  whom  I  /hall  make  proper  Al- 
lowance :  that  fo  no  (Papifts  may  avoid  the  Argu- 
ment, by  pretending  that  luch  and  fuch  a  Tenet  is 
only  the  Bull  of  a  (Pope,  or  the  Decree  of  a  Coun- 
cil without  the  Tope's  Approbation,  or  is  an  erro- 
neous Opinion  or  Practice  in  Clergy  or  Laity ;  fince 
what  I  /hall  lay  down  /hall  take  in  every  different 
Opinion  that  is  receiv'd  among  any  of  them,  with 
relation  to  the  Infallibility  of  the  Church. 

For  it  evidently  follows,  that,  if  Do&rines  fup- 
ported  by  every  Subject  in  which  Infallibility 
can  be  fuppos'd  to  refide,  may  be  falfe,  and  (Pa- 
pifts may  be  good  'Papifts  without  holding  thofe 
Do£lrines  $  then  that  fo  long  boafted  Infallibility 
of  the  Church  muft  be  given  up  by  them  as  a 
Dream,  fince  the  Church  has  taught  what  They 
*eje£t;  which  in  reality  is  giving  up  Topery.  But 
if  they  will  remain  Papifts,  and  continue  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Infallibility  of  their  Church,  they 
muft  abide  by  the  Charge  we  lay  upon  them,  of 
holding  Doftrines,  taught  by  Infallibility  itfelf, 
which  are  plainly  inconfiftent  with  all  fort  of  Prin- 
ciples of  Society  and  Government,  efpecially  with 

thofe 
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thofe   who  are  not  of   the  fame  Religion  with 
themfelves. 
Principles  of     NOW  the  Church   of  Rome  holds  "Three  Opir 
coivfiftcnt1"  n^ons>  which  are  of  this  noxious  kind. 
vithSociety.      THE  FIRST  is,  That  it  is  a  Duty,  to  ex- 
sffc  Prind-    tirpate  Herefy  and  Hereticks  by  Fire  and  Sword, 
Ple>  whi£h  wherever  and  whenever  you  can. 
Extirpating      I  /hall  not  loofe  time  in  proving  This  to  be  the 
Hereticks  to  Doctrine  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  fince  I  dare  fay 
bf  a  Duty.   no  cpapjji  ^\\\  venture  to  deny  it.     Any  one  who 
iiiould  have  the  Boldnefs  to  condemn  it  within  the 
Limits  of  their  Power,  would,  I  believe,  foon  be 
made  to  know  by  Experience,  that  it  was  the  fet- 
tled Principle  of    that  bloody  Church.     And  if 
any  one  fhould  out  of  Impudence  or  ignorance  pre- 
tend to  queftion  it,  we  could  foon  convince  them, 
by  bringing  out  numerous  Decrees  of  Councils,  the 
Confent  of  all  Doftors   for  many  Ages,    the  Bulls 
of  'Popes,   and  the  fettled  Maxims  of  the  Canon 
Law*     And  we  could  further  (hew  a  Practice  for 
many  Ages  correfpondent  to  the  Principle.     The 
Hiftory  of  many  Ages  of  the  Cuurch  is  full  of  nor 
thing  but  the  Crufado's,  the  Maflfacres  of  innume- 
rable Multitudes,   the  Defolation  of  whole  Coun- 
tries,   the  Tortures  and  Fires  which    follow  the 
Sentence  of  the  Church -Tribunals  and  Inquifitions. 
And  this  not  in  one   Country  only,  but  in  all  the 
Parts  of  Europe,    and  even  in  both  the  Indies^ 
wherever  the  Power  of  popery  has  been  able  to 
extend  itfelf.     In  fhort,  no  Age,  no  Country,  in 
which  <Popery  has  prevailed,  is  without  fbme  very 
deep  Marks  of  this  fuperftitious  Fury.     The  Hi- 
ftory of  the  Cruelties  of  the  Roman  Catholicks,  is 
fuch  a  Hiftory,    as  cannot  be  read  without  Horror 
by  any  one  who  is  not  intoxicated  with  the  fame 
wild  Principle  that  pofleffes  them. 

And  this  Principle  alone  (which  no  ^Papifi  dares 
difown,  for  it  is  a  moft  effential  one  in  their  Reli- 
gion) is  fufficient  to  difqualify  them  from  ever  li- 
ving under  any  Troteftant  Government  $  fince  it's 
plain  it  can  never  let  them  reft,  till  they  have  ei- 
ther converted  thofe  ?Proteftants%  or  deflroy'd 
them.  ' 

And 
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And  that  it  is  a  Principle  of  Confcience,  and 
Religion  with  them,  makes  them  the  more  terrible 
to  ^Protectants)  becaufe  they  commit  thefe  horrid 
Crimes  with  Joy,  and  Eafe  of  Mind,  thinking  to 
do  God  fervice  by  butchering  their  Fellow-Crea- 
tures ;  and  do  not  lie  open  to  any  Remorfe  from 
Nature. 

A  SECOND  Principle  is,  That  Catholicks *apnnciPl* 
are  not  to  keep  Faith  given  to  Hereticks,  where  tid^Cath©- 
any  Damage  may  arife  to  Holy  Church  by  fo  do- licks  to  k«p 

;na.  Faith  with 

This  is  a  Principle,  which,  if  it  be  true  that  the  Herctick$- 
cpapifis  hold  it,  renders  it  impoffible  for  ^Prote- 
Jlants  to  be  fecure  in  any  Treaty  with  them,  where 
they  may  break  it  with  Safety.  It  renders  all  the 
Securities  of  Oaths  ineffectual,  becaufe  it  may  be 
faid  to  be  the  Papift's  Duty  to  aft  contrary  to  them. 
And  a  Difpenfation  from  Rome,  or  from  a  private 
Confeflor,  will  at  any  time  quiet  any  little  Smug- 
glings of  natural  Conscience  which  may  rife  in 
them  againft  fuch  Perfidy.  This  Maxim  makes 
it  unfafe  to  dwell  under  the  fame  Roof,  within 
the  fame  Country,  with  them  $  becaufe  their  Su- 
perftition  diffolves  not  only  all  natural  Ties,  but 
all  exprefs  and  voluntary  Engagements  they  can 
enter  into,  if  they  think  them  injurious  to  the  In- 
terest of  their  Church.  And  fb  all  mutual  Truft 
and  Confidence,  which  is  the  great  Band  of  hu- 
man Society,  is  remov'd  from  among  tPapifis  and 
tProteJtantSi  who  live  together  in  the  fame  Coun- 
try. 

Now  that  the  ^apifts  do  hold  this  Principle  of 
Perfidy  to  Hereticks,  is  very  plain  from  the  many 
Treaties  and  Oaths  which  have  been  openly  dif- 
pens'd  with  2XRome  on  that  pretence. 

It  is  true,  fince  the  Reformation  the  *pGpes  have 
been  more  referv'd  in  letting  out  this  Prerogative 
of  difpenfing  with  Oaths  and  Promifes,  feeing  the 
Advantage  it  gave  the  'Proteftants  in  their  Argu- 
ments. But  we  have  great  reafon  to  conclude  that 
the  fame  Difpenfing  Power  is  ft  ill  made  u(e  of, 
tho  in  a  more  fecret  manner,  by  private  Confef- 
forsj  and  that  by  this  means  the  Benefit  of  not  be- 
ing. 
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Ing  bound  up  by  any  fort  of  Obligation  againft  the 
Intereft  of  Holy  Church  remains  entire  $  and  yet  the 
Scandal  of  it,  as  that  which  diffolves  all  the  Ties 
of  Human  Society,  is  conceal'd. 

What  but  this  can  account  for  the  continual 
Breaches  of  all  Promifes,  and  Oaths,  and  Afluran- 
ces,  that  'Popijh  Princes  make  to  their  <ProteJlant 
Subje&s;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  £tomcPoj)iJh  Sub- 
jects to  their  Troteftant  Princes  ? 

We  can  never  forget  the  famous  Maffacre  of 
ZParis,  where  the  Protectants  were  laid  afleep  by 
the  moft  lolemn  Diffimulation  and  Treachery,  un- 
der the  Faith  of  a  Treaty,  and  the  Appearance  of 
Kindnefs  and  Tendernefs :  and  the  Honour  of  the 
King  himfelf,  Charles  the  IXthj  ehgag'd  in  the 
foul  Perfidy.  And  the  Aftion  was  own'd  and  glo- 
ried in  by  that  King,  who  was  made  to  believe 
he  had  merited  Heaven  by  it,  and  was  extolPd  at 
Rome,  and  by  all  the  Roman  Catholicks  every 
where,  as  a  moft  glorious  and  worthy  Deed. 

Was  not  in  the  fame  Kingdom  the  EdiEl  of 
TSantes  fworn  to  by  their  Kings  at  their  Corona- 
tion? yet  was  it  not  firft  neglefted,  and  then  open- 
ly repeal'd  ?  Was  this  condemn'd  any  where  a- 
mong  the  Tapifts  ?  No — it  was  made  the  Subject 
of  the  moft  fulfom  Panegyrick  by  them.  And  a 
Prince  no  ways  ill-natur'd,  or  irreligious,  fhaw'd 
not  the  leaft  Reluftance,  but  rather  Joy  and  Satit 
fadion  in  executing  the  Di£lates  of  his  Church* 
Who  can  doubt  then  but  his  Oath  was  fome  how  or 
other  difpens'd  with  ? 

Who  released  our  unhappy  King  James  the  Se- 
cond from  the  Oath  He  took  at  his  Coronation, 
which  he  broke  almoft  as  foon  as  he  took  it  ?  Who 
prevail'd  on  him  to  defert  his  Kingdom,  and  to 
rejeft  all  Terms  offer'd  him,  rather  than  not  efta- 
blifti  his  Religion  by  direfl:  Perjury  ?  Was  not 
this  Perjury  extoll'd  in  the  Church  of  Rome7.  Is 
not  the  Perjur'd  King  ftill  fpoken  of  among  the 
VPafiiJls  as  a  Saint,  and  a  Confeffor  for  his  Reli- 
gion ?  Nay,  we  know  that  many  Steps  are  already 
taken  to  his  Canonization :  His  Miracles  are  already 
attefted  5  and  in  a  hundred  Years  (he  cannot  be 
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fooner  by  the  Rules  of  the  Canons)  no  doubt  he 
will  be  Kalendar'd  for  a  Saint.  Is  not  all  this,  tho 
a  piece  of  ridiculous  Pageantry,  juftifying  his 
Faithleflhefs  ? 

But   I    fhall  mention  one  flagrant  Inftance  of 
this   Principle  in  the  Church   of  Rome,  which   I 
efteem  the  fulleft  Proof  poffible  that  this  is  the 
Principle  of  that  Church,  becaufe  it  was  the  Act 
and  Deed   of  a  famous  General  Council,    and   a 
Council  not  under  the  Management  of  a  Tope. 
It   was  the  Council  of  Conflance.     The  Story   is 
this  :     Sigifinund,  the  Emperor,  fends  a  fafe  Con- 
duel  to  John  Hus,  a  'Bohemian  Preacher,  who  was 
Guilty  of  the  great  Herefy  of  condemning  the 
Vices  and  Corruptions   of  the   Clergy.     He  had 
been  cenfur'd  for  this  by  the  Pope,  on  fome  other 
Pretences,    this  not  being  fit  to  own  as  the  Caufe 
of  Difpleafure.     He  was  invited  by  the  Emperor, 
who  feem'd  to  have  fome  Efteem  of  him,  to  come 
to  Conftance,   and  juftify    himfelf  to  the  Council. 
The    Emperor  affures  him,    on    the  Faith  of  a 
Prince,    of  a   fafe  Ingrefs  and  Regrefs.     Hus,  in 
the  Simplicity   of  his  Heart,  never  doubting  the 
Emperor's  Faith;  comes  to  Conftance.     He  is  im- 
mediately clapp'd  up  in  Prifoii,  tried,  condemn'd, 
and  deliver'd  over  to   the    Secular  Arm  by  the 
Council  •  and  Was  accordingly  burnt. 

The  Cardinals,  the  'Prelates,  and  other*  Mem- 
bers of  the  Coimcil,   prevail  on  the  Emperor  not 
to   obferve  his  Word  he  had  given  him.     They 
tell  him,  that  according  to  the  'Decretals,  his  gi- 
ving  his  Faith  to  a  Heretick  was  unlawful,  and 
confequently  not  binding.     No  one  of  the  Affern- 
bly  feem'd  afham'd  of  the    Perfidy,    except  the 
Emperor  himfelf-    who,  tho  he  had  Honour  and 
Humanity  enough  to   be  diflatisfy'd  with  the  Pro- 
ceeding,   (and,    as  it   is   reported    by  Hiftorians, 
blufh'd,   when  Hus  in  open  Council  appeal'd  to 
him  if  he  had  not  come  thither  upon  His  Faith 
given  him,)  yet  had  not  Vertue  or  Courage  enough 
to    encounter   the    Prejudices     of    his    Perfidious 
Church* 

B  Hers 
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Here  was  a  Publick  Breach  of  Faith  In  a  great 
Prince,   made  the  A£t  of  an   Infallible  General 
Council  by  their  approving  of  it,  nay  requiring  it, 
and  juftifying  it,  and  proceeding  without  any  re- 
gard to  it.     What  flronger  Evidence  can  there  be 
defir'd,  that  Perfidy  to  Hereticks  is  the  Genuine 
Dofirine  of  the  Church  of  Rome7. 
saPrxnciplc,      A  THIRD  Principle  of  the  <Papifts  is,  That 
which  rub-   ^ey  k0y  a  foreign  Jurifdiclion,  fuperior  to  their 
Kingdoms    Allegiance   to  their  Sovereign,    and  their  Obe- 
apdSattes    dience  to  the  Laws  of  their  own  Country  :    And. 

■r  a  forai8n  t':iat:  t^ie  ^^  may  depofe  a  Prince  for  Herefy,  or 
andSpiritual  for  favouring  Herefy,  and  may  difcharge  the  Peo- 
Jurifdiftion-  pie  in  that  cafe  from  their  Oaths  and  Allegiance. 

Some  go  further,  and  fay,  that,  in  cafe  Princes: 
fo  depos'd  do  not  fubmit  to  the  Church,  it  is  law- 
ful to  murder  them,  either  by  open  or  fecret  Me- 
thods. But  this  I  will  not  charge  upon  'Papijls  iiv 
general,  the  far  greater  number  of  them  denying 
it  abfelutely.  Tho,  I  muft  fay,  the  Gtinpowder- 
<Plot  in  England,  the  Jljfaffmation  of  the  two 
Henrys,  m  France,  and  other  fuch  Practices  before, 
have  not  been  condemn'd  and  difavow'd  at  Rome, 
or  in  any  authentick  manner  in  the  Church  of  Rome, 
with  thofe  Marksof  Infamy  and  Deteftation,  which 
feem'd  neceffary  to  fatisfy  the  World  that  they  were 
unjuftly  charged  with  favouring  fuch  Crimes.  They 
have  feem'd  rather  to  betray  an  Unwillingneis  that 
Men  fhould  be  pofTefs'd  with  too  much  Horror  at 
fuch  Practices. 

But  as  to  the  Principle  I  mentioned,  of  the 
^Pope's  depoflng  Power,  it  is,  and  muft  be  the 
Principle  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  long  as  In- 
fallibility is  their  Principle  5  fince  Popes,  and  Ge~- 
neral  Councils,  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  for  many 
Ages  were  unanimous  in  it  :  tho  they  often 
difter'd  as  to  the  Method  in  which  this  Supreme 
Temporal  Power  was  to  be  wielded.  Some  thought 
it  veited  abfoiutely  in  the  VPope  alone  3  fome,  in 
the  ^ope  acling  in.purfuance  of  the  Decrees  of 
Councils  $  and  fome,  according  to  the  Rules  of  the 
Canon  Zaw.  But  all,  almoft  no  one  excepted,  al- 
low'd  of  this  Temporal  Jurifdidion  in  the  Churchy 

till. 


( If ) 

•till  the  Reformation  began  to  open  the  Eyes  of 
even  tpopijh  Princes,  as  far  as  concern'd  their 
Power,  and  made  them  more  Rebellious  Vaffals  to 
the  Church  than  they  had  us'd  to  be  before.  Yet 
the  true  Tapifis  hold  this  Doctrine  ftill$  and  none 
more  than  our  Englijh  'Papifts,  as  I  fliall  prefent- 
ly  have  occafion  to  prove  by  Matter  of  Fach 

Now  this  is  a  Principle,  which  really  difqualines 
all  Pafifis  who  hold  it  from  living  under  any  Go- 
vernment,   excepting  only   the  ^Pope's,    Temporal 
Dominion  about  Rome,    in  the  Stato  delL.zChiefa. 
But  it  makes  it  moft  dangerous  to  allow  fuch  Pa- 
pifls  to  live  in  a  Troteftant  Country,    efpecidly 
where  there  is  a  ^opiflo  Pretender  to  the  Crown. 
For  here  all  their  pernicious  Principles  combine  to 
.the  Definition  and  Ruin  of  that  Heretical  Coun- 
try.    Their  extirpating  Principle  requires  them  to 
endeavour  to  their  utmoft  the  rooting  out  of  He- 
refy.     The  Church,  by  its  fupreme  Authority,  de- 
clares an  Heretical  Prince,  or  even  a  Favourer  of 
Herefy,  {i.e.  a  Prince  who  is  not  for  Perfecution,) 
•to  be  fallen  from  his  Dignity,  and  deprived  of  his 
Civil  Authority,    and   the    People   abfolv'd  from 
their  Oaths  and  Allegiance  to  him.    And  the  Prin- 
ciple of  not  keeping  Faith  with  Hereticks  teaches 
the  People  to  difregard  all  Oaths  they  take,  and 
all  Aflurances  they  give,  to  a  Prince  who  lies  un- 
der the  Cenfures  of  the  Church.     So  that  in  this 
Principle,  of  holding  a  foreign  Obedience,  all  the 
other  pernicious  Doctrines  of  the  ^Papifts  unite  a- 
gainft    the    Safety   and   Welfare  of  a   VProteJianS 
Country,  if  they  happen  to  live  in  one. 

This  being  therefore  fo  very  dangerous  a  Prin- 
ciple, where  it  is  harbour'd  in  a  \Proteflant  Coun- 
try 5  and  it  being  ftiffly  denied  by  the  (PapiJtsy 
who  are  afham'd  to  own  it,  where  they  have  not 
Power  enough  to  make  it  appear  too  terrible  to  be 
laugh'd  at 5  and  yet  being  as  fliffly  flood  to  and 
maintain'd  by  them,  where  they  have  had  Power 
to  put  it  in  practice  effectually :  I  fhall  enlarge  a 
little  on  the  Kifiory  of  this  Doftrine,  and  examine 
the  Progrefs  of  it  from  its  firft  Rife,  till  the  Court 
of  Rome  were  afraid  anv  longer  to  exert  it  openly. 
B  2  THE 
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tfhefcigfceft      THE   higheft  Doftrine  with  relation  to  the 

pipeTfor     Temporal  Power  of  the  Pope  is  the  oldeft.     It  is 

Temporal    fimply,    u  That  the  <Pofe   has  by  Divine  Right 

Power.        «  ftxll  and  abfolute  Power  over  the  whole  Earth, 

<c  both  in  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil  Matters."     This 

is  the  Do&rine  of  moft  of  the  Canonifls,    of  Au- 

gujlinus  Triumfham,  Alvarus  Telagius,   ^anor- 

mitan  '5,  HoJiienJJs,  Silvejler,  and  feveral  others. 

I'Joomas  Aquinas  (the  great  Doftor  of  the 
Church  of  Rom%  call'd  the  Angelical  Do£lor) 
teaches,  "  that  when  any  one  is  denoune'd  excom- 
"  municated  for  Apoftacy,  his  Subjefts  are  if  Jo 
"  fatto  freed  from  his  Dominion,  and  from  their 
<c  Oaths  of  Fidelity  to  him."  (cffc.  z.  fecund,  qu- 
iz, art.  z.) 

And  purfuant  to  this  Do&rine,  the  Tofe  was 
ftil'd  by  fome  of  the  Prelates  in  the  laft  great 
Council  of  the  Later  an,  "  The  Prince  of  the  World, 
"  and  the  King  of  Kings,  and  Monarch  of  the 
iC  whole  Earth."  And  they  ftir'd  up  Leo  with 
thefe  Words,  "  Snatch  up  therefore  the  two-edg'd 
"  Sword  of  Divine  Power  committed  to  thee — for 
44  to  thee  is  given  all  Power  in  Heaven  and  Earth.*' 
(Efifc.  Sfalat.Sejf.i.  f.z$.  Del  Rio  SeJf.S.  £,87. 
Efijc.  Tatrac.  Sejfi  tc.  f.  i  32,  1 3  3 '.) 

And  Saronius  affirms,  "  That  without  doubt 
46  the  Political  Power  is  fubje£t  to  the  Sacerdotal, 
and  "  That  God  has  fub:e6ted  the  Political  Em- 
11  pire  to  the  Dominion  of  the  Spiritual  Church.'* 
(An.51.  f.  32,330 

But  this  is  the  utmoft  Stretch  of  the  ^PapalVrc- 

tenhons   in  the   moft  Ignorant,    and  consequently 

moft  impudent,  Ages  of  the  Church  5  which  many 

foberer  cPafift$  would  never  come  into. 

A  (ahem        ^et  the  Opinion,  which  'Bellarmine  tells  us  was 

culm  a-  ^  the  moft  commonly  receiv'd  Opinion  of  Catholicks, 

the  fameSin°  was  *n  e&£&  the  fame  thing,  tho  not  fo  fhame- 

$ke&.         lefty  exprefled. 

The  Opinion  was,  "  That  the  Tofe  has  not  di- 
"  reftly  and  immediately  any  Temporal  Power, 
<c  but  only  a  Spiritual  on*  ;  but  yet  has  in  virtue 
J*  of  that  Spiritual  PpWek,    at  leaft  indircftly,  a 

"  cer  - 
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ft  certain   Power,    and  That    Supreme,    even  in 
"  Temporals."     (Sell.  5.1.) 

I  believe  every  one  will  be  of  opinion  that  fuch 
an  indireft  Power  as  This  will  foon  draw  to  itfelf 
all  real  Power,  as  much  as,  nay  perhaps  more  than 
the  Claim  of  the  moft  direft  one  could  do. 

It  may  be  worth  while  to  trace  back  the  Steps  Manccs 
by  which  this  enormous  Claim  was  carried  on  and  P°p«  c« 
maintain^,  from  the  laft  Inftance  of  its  being  o^™^ffi 
penly  exercis'd  by  a  (Pope.  Temporal 

The  laft  Inftance  was  the  Bull  of  SixtusV.  a-?owcr- 
gainft  Henry  King  of  Navarre,  and  the  Prince  of 
Conde,  in   1585.     In  this    Bull,   the  (Pope  afferts 
<%  an  Authority  to  St.  <Peter  and  his  Succeffors  a- 
"  bove  all  Kings  and  Princes,  toxaft  them  down 

"  from  their  Thrones,  tho  never  fo  powerful. 

"  And  in  vertue  of  this  high  Power  he  deprives 
"  Them,  and  their  Pofterity  of  their  Dominions 
"  and  Kingdoms,  and  abfolves  all  their  Subjects 
"  from  all  Oaths  or  Allegiance  to  them,  forbid- 
cc  ding  any  of  them  to  dare  to  obey  any  of  their 
u  Laws  or  Commands." 

Fifteen  Years  before  this,  *Piits  V.  had  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  much  the  fame  Stile,  depos'd 
our  Queen  Elizabeth* 

Before  this  again,  in  r"4^>  Clement 'VI.  pretend- 
ed to  depofe  the  Emperor  Lewis  IV. 

And,  in  1311,  Clement ■  V.  in  the  great  Synod  of 
Vienna,  declares,  u  by  the  Advice  of  the  Synod, 
M  that  certain  Oaths  the  Emperor  had  taken  to 
"  the  Pope,  were  to  be  deem'd  proper  Oaths  of 
"  Fealty." 

^0.1294,  "Boniface  VIII.  decreed  (the  Decree 
is  in  the  Canon  Law,  Extrav.  Com.  L  1.  frV.8. 
cap.  !•)  "  That  it  was  neceffary  to  Salvation  for 
"  every  human  Creature  to  be  fubjeft  to  the  Ro- 
"  man  ^Pontifex,  and  that  one  Sword  muft  be  un- 
"  der  another,  the  Temporal  fubjert  to  the  Spiri 
M  tual  Authority." 

This  Decree  was  confirm'd  by  the  Later  an 
Council  held  under LeoX.  (Cone. Lateran.SeJf.il. 
p.  j  ft.)  Melchior  Canui  tells  us  fo  likewife,  (c/<Sc. 
6.  Of.)    And  Saronius  fays  of  this  Decree,  "  That 

"  none 
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"  none  difTent  from  it,  but  fuch  as  by  Difcord  fall 
Ki  from  the  Church."     {An.  1053.  5-*4*) 

Some  Years  before  this  Decree  of  Bo7tiface, 
An.  124.5,  Innocent  IV ".  in  a  General  Council  held 
at  Lions,  with  the  Advice,  as  he  fays,  of  the  holy 
Council,  "  declar'd  the  Emperor  Frederick  II.  his 
"  Vaflal,  and  depriv'd  him  for  his  wicked  Mifcar- 
*c  riages,"  as  he  calls  them  •  M  and  not  only  ab- 
"  folv'd  the  Oaths  of  his  Subje&s,  but  forbid  them 
€t  to  aid  or  obey  him,  under  the  pain  of  being  ipfo 
<c  fa£to  excommunicated."  (CP.  Jtnnoc.  IV.  in  Cone. 
Ltigd.') 

Again,  a  few  Tears  before  this,  Innocent  IIL 
An.  T212,  "  Anathematiz'd,  and  then,  in  a  Council 
<c  of  Prelates  at  Rome,  deposed  the  Emperor  0~ 
"  tho  IV.  as  Rebellious  to  the  Apoftolical  See, 
"  and  obfiinate."    (Nauclerm,  An.  12 12.) 

And  thk  Authority  which  the  'Tope  exercifed 
was  fupported  by  the  great  and  numerous  Later  an 
Council  held  under  this  Tope,  in  which  Council  it 
was  decreed,  "  That  if  a  temporal  Lord,  being 
"  requir'd  and  admonifh'd  by  the  Church,  fhould 
w  neglect  to  purge  his  Territory  from  Heretical 
"  Filth,  he  fhould  by  the  Metropolitan,  and  the 
41  other  Comprovincial  Bifhops  be  noos'd  in  the 
c<  Band  of  Excommunication  3  and  if  he  fhould 
"  flight  to  make  Satisfaction  within  a  Year,  it 
"  fhould  be  Signified  to  the  Tope,  that  he  might 
u  from  that  time  denounce  the  Subjects  abfolv'd 
"  from  their  Fealty  to  him,and  expofetheTerritory 
li  to  be  feiz'd  on  by  Catholicks,"  gfo  (Cone.  Later, 
cap.  2.  in  Secret.  Greg.  Lib.  5.  tit.  7.  cap.  n.) 

And  this  Evidence  is  of  the  more  weight,  be- 
caufe  this  Later  an  Council  was  fpoken  of  by  the 
Council  of  Trent,  (that  great  Corner  Stone  of  Po- 
pery,,) as  a  true  Representative  of  the  Church. 
(Syn.  Trident.  Sejf.i^.  cap.  5.) 

And  about  ico  Years  before  this  again,  An. 
1099,  Tafcbal  II.  depriv'd  the  Emperor  Hen- 
ry IV}  and,  in  his  7th  Letter  to  Robert  Count  of 
Flanders,  excites  that  Count  to  pcrfecute  the  Em- 
peror, affuring  him,  "  That  no  Sacrifice  was  more 
"  grateful  to  God,  than  to  fight  againft  Him,  who 

"  en- 
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<c  endeavoured  to  take    away  the  Kingdom  and 
"  Dominion  of  the  Church." 

A  few  Tears  before,  An.  1088,  Urban  II.  had 
decreed,  That  "  Subjects  are  not  bound  to  obferve 
*c  their  Oaths  of  Fealty  to  any  Chrifiian  Prince, 
<c  who  oppofes  himfelf  to  God  and  his  Saints." 
{Cattfii5'  qu.  7.  cap.  5.)  And,  in  his  12th  Epiftle 
to  the  Cavons  of  Tours,  having  granted  them  cer- 
tain Privileges,  he  adds,  "  If  any  Emperor,  King, 
4C  Prince,  15c.  fhall  endeavour  to  contravene  this 
"  Conftitution,  let  him  be  depriv'd  of  the  Dignity 
c<  of  both  his  Power  and  Honour." 

But  Hi Idebrand,  Gregory  Nil,  who  died  about 
three  Years  before,  was  the  firft  Starter  of  this 
Doctrine,  if  we  may  believe  the  Church  ofZiege, 
who  in  their  Anfwer  to  Pope  ^afchal  affirm, 
"  That  Hildebrand  was  the  Author  of  this  new 
"  Schifm,  and  firft  rais'd  the  Prieft's  Lance  againft 
"  the  Royal  Diadem  5  who  firft  girded  himfelf,. 
"  and  by  his  Example  other  Popes,  with  the 
m  Sword  of  War  againft  the  Emperors.  (Ecclef 
Lecd.  apndHin.  torn.  7.  p.  522,  52?.)  And  Sige- 
bert  in  his  Chronical,  j4n.  ic88,  fays  the  fame. 
And  thole  who  in  this  Age  oppos'd  the  Doftrine, 
us'd  always  to  call  it,  The  new  Herefy  of  Hilde- 
brand. 

And  indeed  if  he  was  not  the  Author  of  this 
Doflrine,  he  was  very  much  the  Improver  of  it. 
For  his  Decrees  in  his  Synods  at  Rome,  and  his 
Epiftles,  are  full  of  it.  And  he  fcatter'd  Wars  and 
Seditions  over  all  Europe  by  means  of  this  high 
Pretence. 

In  one  of  his  Synods  he  "  depos'd  Henry,  the 
"  Son  of  Henry  the  Emperor,  from  all  Imperial 
<c  or  Regal  Adminiftration,  and  abfolved  his  Sub- 
H  jefts  from  their  Oaths  to  him,  for  having  rafhly 
"  laid  his  hands  on  the  Church  :  For,  fays  he,  it 
H  is  right  that  he  fhould  be  deprived  of  his  Dig- 
"  nity,  who  is  found  guilty  of  diminifhing  the 
"  Majefty  of  the  Church."  (Tom.*.  Cone. Row  r.,-, 
apud  Bin-  p^H-  &  'Platina  in  Greg..  V1L) 

Ho** 
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However,  he  difown'd  being  the  Inventer  of  thrs 
Doftrine,  but  alledged  the  Examples  and  Notions 
of  his  Predeceflbrs  5  and  pretended  that  he  only 
"  follow'd  them.  "  We,  fays  he,  holding  the  Sta- 
"  tutes  of  our  holy  Predeceflbrs,  do  by  the  Apo- 
"  ftolical  Authority  abfolve  all  the  Oaths  and  Al- 
<c  legiance  of  thofe  who  are  by  them  bound  to 
"  Perfons  excommunicated,  and  by  all  meang  pro- 
<c  hibit  their  obferving  them.5' 

This  Tope  indeed  refers  to  feveral  Examples  of 
his  Predeceflbrs.  But  as  they  were  only  to  fup- 
port  his  own  Pretences,  we  are  not  oblig'd  to  take 
his  word  for  them. 

He  is  the  firft  plain  Inftance  of  a  Tope  dire&ly 
claiming  Temporal  Power  over  the  Chriftian  Prin- 
ces. Before  his  time  indeed,  from  the  time  that 
the  Weftern  Empire  was  ruin'd,  the  Topes  had 
been  by  turns  fubmiflive  or  afluming,  as  they  wan- 
ted the  Eaftern  and  German  Emperors,  or  as  thofe 
Emperors  wanted  them.  Yet  the  moft  that  can 
be  made  of  this  was,  that  they  were  very  turbu- 
lent in  their  Civil,  and  very  imperious  in  their 
Ecclefiaftical,  Capacity.  But  that  any  of  them,  be- 
fore Pope  Hildebrandj  claim'd  dire&ly  to  be  So- 
vereigns in  Temporal  Affairs  over  Emperors, 
Kings,  and  Princes,  does  not,  I  think,  appear  : 
Tho  indeed  their  Expreflions  fometimes  feem  to 
point  that  way,  as  if  it  had  been  to  prepare  the 
Ears  of  Mankind  to  hear  of  higher  Demands  in 
due  time. 

I T  follows  from  this  View  of  the  Matter,  that 
'Roman  Catholicks  are  by  their  Principles  oblig'd 
to  hold  this  Doftrinc,  and  are  therefore  juftly 
chargeable  with  it  •  fince  fcarce  any  Do&rine,  in 
which  we  Troteflants  differ  from  them,  has  a 
greater  Concurrence  of  whatever  any  of  them  rec- 
kon infallible,  than  this  has.  So  that  I  cannot  fee 
on  what  ground  a  Tap? ft,  who  denies  this  Doftrine, 
can  confidently  remain  one.  For  I  have  fhown, 
that  this  Doctrine  has  been  preach'd  up  by  the 
Topes  for  above  thefe  600  Years,  and  put  in  prac- 
tice by  them  not  feldom  -7  which  takes  in  all  who 
acknowledge  the  Tope  to  be  infallible.  Then  Ge- 
neral 
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•neral  Councils  have   approv'd   and   confirmed  this 
Doctrine  5  General  Councils  own'd  and  receiv'd  for 
true    Reprefentatives    of  the    Catholick   Church, 
(which  is  without  any  queftion  among  ^Papfts  in- 
fallible,) by  the  Council  of  Trent,  the  great  Balis 
of  the  (Popijh  Religion  :    The  fourth  Later  an  un- 
der  Innocent  \\\.  the  Council  of  Lions  under  In- 
nocent IV.    and  the  fifth  Later  an   under  Leo  X: 
And  no  Council  all  this  while,  or  fince,  expreffing 
any  DifTent  from    it,    or   the  lead  Diflike  of  it. 
This  comprehends  all  thofe  Tapifts  who  place  the 
Infallibility    of  the    Church    in  General  Councils. 
And  then  to  take  in  all  the  reft  of  the  Opinions 
concerning  the  Seat  of  Infalliblenefs,    it  may  be 
obferv'd  that  this  Doctrine  was  receiv'd  univerfal- 
ly  for  above  400  Years  by  the  Body  of  the  Clergy 
and  the  Bulk  of  the  Laity,  taught  currently  by  all 
the  great  Mailers  and  Judges  of  Controverfy,  by 
all  the  Doftors  and  grcateft  Divines,  without  any 
oppofition  5  except  a  little  at  firft,  which  was  foon 
quafti'd  and  laid  afleep.     And  if  this  Doftrine  be 
falfc,  then  Topes,  Councils,  the  Clergy,  the  Laity, 
the  Dodlors  as  well  as  the  Unlearned,  in  fhort,  the 
univerfal  Church  has  plainly  err'd,  and  perfifted  in 
that  Error  for  feveral   Ages.     And  if  they  have 
err'd  in  this,  why  may  they  not  err  in  other  Points 
likewife  ?     And    there   wrould    be    an  end    of  all 
their  Infallibility.     But,  they  have  not  only  err'd, 
but,  if  this  Doftrine  is  falfe,  they  have  been  guilty 
of  Perjury,  Rebellion,    Murder,  Tyranny,  Ufur- 
pation,    and    all  the  other  Crimes    this  Dofixine 
teems  with  ;   and  have  taught  Men  fb  to  do :    This 
pure  and   undefiled  Church  !     So  that  no  honeft 
Man,  if  he  rejcSs  this  Doftrine,  can  confiftently 
remain  in  the  Church  of  Rome. 

But  to  give  you  a  frefher  Inftance  of  this  Doc- 
trine's being  a  genuine  Docirme  of  the  RomiJJj 
Church  5  the  Council  of  "Trent,  the  laft  General 
Council  that  has  been  held,  decreed,  M  That  any 
"  Prince  fhould  be  excommunicated,  and  depriv'd 
"  of  the  Dominion  qf  any  City  or  Place  where 
"  he  fhould  permit  a  Duel  to  be  fought."  What 
is  this,  but  the  Council's  affuming  to  itfelf,  and 
C  exer- 
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exercifing  that  fame  depofing  Power,  which  Hilde- 
brand  arrogated  to  the  Popes. 

Therefore  we  muft  conclude,   that  this  Hilde- 
brandine  Doflrine  is  the  true  genuine  Do&rine  of 
popery ,  if  either  the  Bulls  of  the  Popes,  or  the 
Decrees  of  General  Councils,  or  the  univerfal  Con- 
fent  of  Clergy  and  Laity,  and  the  confonant  Prac- 
tice of  all  thefe  for  many  Ages-    I  fay,  if  either, 
or  all  of  thefe,  feparately  or  jointly,  compofe  the 
Rule  of  Faith  and  Practice  in  the  Romijb  Church, 
which  I  am  fure  they  muft  do,  if  they  have  any  Rule 
of  Faith  and  PraBice  at  all.   And  confequently  the 
cPafiifts  are  not  injur'd,  when  this  Principle  is  laid 
to  their  Charge*     The  great  Authors  and  Defen- 
ders of  (Ropery,  Saronius  and  Bellarmine  both, 
go  fo  far  as  to  make  it  Herefy  to  hold  the  contrary 
Opinion.     Sellarrnine  complains  of  the  Herefy  of 
thofe  who  teach,  "  That  the  Pope  has  no  Divine 
"  Right  to  Temporal  Power,    not  even  to  com- 
il  mand  Secular    Princes,    much    lefs   to   deprive 
"  them  of  their  Kingdoms   and    Principalities." 
{Sell  5.1.) 

Saronius  fays,  "  They  are  noted  for  Hereticks 
u  who  take  from  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  See  of 
lt  St.Peter,  one  of  the  two  Swords,  and  allow  only 
<c  the  Spiritual.35  (An.  105;.  tf.  14.  And  he  calls 
"  this  "  the  Herefy  of  the  Politicians."  (^0.1075. 

The  claim       BUT  fliould  we  wave  even  this  Objeflion  to 
of  Spiritual  cpGpeTy  fmm  tjie  Pretenfions  of  the  Topes  to  Tern- 

Power  in  the        J-   ,  <J  ,     ,   .    .  ,     *  r  t      r 

Popes  not    poral  i-ower,  (winch  we  need  not  do,  fince  thele 
wis  aange-  Pretences  are  founded  on  Arguments  which  muft 

S^irty^1*1  Preva^  v/lt'a  a-l  true  an(l  confiftent'  Roman  Catho- 
VckSj)  yet,  the  Spiritual  Supremacy,  which  the 
(Popes  claim,  and  is  allow 'd  them  on  all  hands  by 
Papifis,  is  a  fufficienr  Reafon  to  exclude  Papifis 
out  of  all  Society  with  Protectants.  I  fhall  not 
enter  into  the  Difputes  among  Papifis,  whether 
the  Pope  alone,  or  the  Pope  with  the  Council,  or 
the  Council  without  the  Pope,  have  this  Supreme 
Power  lodg'd  in  them.  All  Papifis,  I  think,  agree 
thus  far,  that  the  Pope  has  the  Executive  Power 
at  ieaft  in  him  5  and  by  his  Bulls,  and  other  Me- 
thods 
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thods  of  Conveyance,  is  to  explain  the  Meaning  of 
the  Decrees  of  Councils,  till  a  new  one  be  con- 
ven'd  5  which  by  a  long  Prefcription  mud  be  by 
the  dope's  Command. 

And  it  is  enough  for  my  purpofe,  that  the  Peo- 
ple of  a  Country  are  to  go  out  of  their  own  Bounds 
to  fetch  their  Rule  of  Faith  and  <pra£iice  ,  and 
this  with  a  blind  and  fubmiffive  Obedience.  So 
that,  if  it  fhall  pleafe  his  Holinefs,  any  Sedition, 
any  Difobedience  to  the  Laws  at  home,  may  be 
effefhually  encourag'd  under  the  pretext  of  this 
Spiritual  Supremacy. 

And  fo  it  was,  long  before  HildehrawTs  time, 
while  the  Temporal  Power  was  not  yet  openly 
claim'd  by  the  See  of  Rome.  The  <Popes  were 
continually  ftirring  up  Seditions  and  Wars  againft 
all  Princes  and  States  who  were  not  in  their  good 
Graces,  tho  always  under  the  colour  of  fome  Spiri- 
tual Caufe :  till  at  length,  finding  the  People  itu- 
pid  and  bigotted  enough  to  endure  any  Impofition", 
they  threw  off  the  indirect  Pretence  of  Religion, 
and  direftly  and  impudently  proclaimed  themfelves 
to  be  by  Divine  Right  the  Temporal,  as  well  as 
Spiritual,  Lords  and  Matters  of  the  Earth. 

And  the  tpopijb  Clergy,  who  are,  purfuant  to 
the  Decree  of  the  Council  of  Trent,  (Cone.  Trident. 
Sejf.z^.  cap.  12.)  oblig'd  to  fwear  to  abide  in  O- 
bedience  to  the  Roman  Church,  are  really  a  kind  of 
Standing  Army  of  the  Tropes  kept  up  in  every 
Country,  to  maintain  the  Authority  of  the  See  of 
Rome.  And  the  allowing  thefe  to  exercife  their 
Functions  in  a  Troteftant  Country,  is  no  lefs  Im- 
prudence, than  for  People  to  allow  their  fworn  Ene- 
mies to  dwell  within  the  fame  Walli  with  them. 
And  if  tProteftant  States  will  not  allow  a  <Ps/\ 
Clergy  to  live  with  them,  upon  the  Difcovery  ox 
their  Intrigues  and  ill  Defigns,  the  Wound  is  r 
thereby  cured  while  a  ^PopJJj  Layity  remains  -y 
ftill  the  People  of  that  Perfiiafion  miift  fetch  their 
Religion  from  Rome  the  belt  way  they  can  5  for 
thence  it  mull  come. 

Now  .his  is  contrary  to  all  kind  of  Policy 
ever  was  in  the  World;  '  to  bear  that  the  Subjects 
'C  %  ol 
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of  any  Country  fhall  expeft  the  Word  of  Com- 
mand, as  to  what  they  are  to  do,  from  any  foreign 
Power.  Where  the  Inftru&ers  of  the  People, 
thofe  from  whofe  Mouths  they  expert  to  receive 
Knowledge,  dwell  in  the  Country  where  they 
teach,  all  is  yet  fafe.  Thefe  Inftru&ers  may  in- 
deed have  ill  Defigns  ;  and  they  may  endeavour  to 
call  the  Civil  Government  into  Diforder,  to  favour 
thofe  Defigns.  But  dill  it  is  in  the  Power  of  the 
Magiftrate  to  put  a  flop  to  the  growing  Mifchief : 
He  may  filence,  or  ^unilli,  fuch  turbulent  Teach- 
ers as  go  beyond  their  due  Bounds,  and  difturb 
the  Commonwealth.  But  when  the  original  Au- 
thor of  the  Mifchief  is  out  of  reach,  and  the  im- 
mediate Offenders  arc  but  his  Tools,  and  the  Peo- 
ple are  taught  that  it  is  Religion  to  obey  impli- 
citly the  Commands  of  fuch  a  remote  Authority  $ 
what  Defence  is  there  left  for  Civil  Government, 
or  what  Security  can  be  had  of  fuch  Subjects  ? 
Bani/h  their  Pricfls  and  Inftruflers  :  The  Source 
Hill  remains,  and  cannot  be  fiop'd  up.. 

AND  thus  I  have  proved,  that  the  holding  a 
foreign  Obedience  in  Temporals,,  as  well  as  Spiri- 
tuals,  is  jufily  chargeable  on  the  Tapifts  f    and, 
that  this  is  a  Principle  entirely  inconfiflent  with  all 
the  Principles  of  Civil  Society  and  Government. 
ThePrafticc      I  HAVE  hitherto  been  arguing  on  the  gene-- 
a£rfeabkSto ral    PrinciPies  of  this  Tofi/b  Religion.      I  have 
thefe  Prin-0^L0Wn  that  thefe  Principles  tend  to  render  them 
cipl«.         bad  Subjefts  in  any  Country,  even  xnTopiJJj  Coun- 
tries 5   but  much  more  where  they  are  mix'd  with 
Hereticks,  i.e.  with  <P  rot  eft  axts  :  That  unlefs  they 
will  renounce   all  fuch  Principles  as  thefe  openly, 
I  cannot  fee  with  what  face  they  can  claim  the 
Protection  of  Laws,  or  the  Benefit  and  Security  of 
Government.     And  indeed  I  do  not  fee,  how  they 
can  renounce  thofe  Principles,  without  renouncing 
their  Religion,  if  they  a£t  on  a  confiftent  Bottom> 
and    adhere  to  the   Infallibility  of  their  Church, 
which  plainly  has  efpeufed  them. 

But  after  all,  I  fhould  not  have  made  this  hoc- 

•  rid  Picture   of  the  cPop?J]j  Religion,  and  fhown  it 

abroad  fo  freely,  if  I  had  not  hoped  to  move  the. 

Men 
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JMen  of  Worth  and  Sincerity  among  them  to  re- 
confider  Matters,  and  examine  impartially  upon 
what  Grounds  they  can  remain  in  a  Perfuafion  that 
draws  fuch  cruel  Confequences  after  it  j  or,  at  leaft, 
if  they  delight  fo  much  in  Nonfenle,  that  they 
muft  enjoy  it  under  fome  Form  or  other,  to  find  out 
fome  Method  of  retaining  only  the  innocent  Abfur- 
dities  of  it,  and  of  throwing  off  all  the  refl  $  and 
throwing  them  off  effectually,  and  not  only  in  Words. 

I  know,  and  I  freely  acknowledge,  that  Tapifis 
are  in  feveral  parts  of  the  World  very  good  Sub- 
jects. Nay,  in  fome  they  are  Lovers  of  Liberty 
and  Property  as  much  as  'Trot  eft  ants.  But  it  muft 
be  own'd  Thefe  are  tPapifts  afHng  againft  Topijb 
Principles.  But  if  they  act  fo,  whichever  way  it 
comes  about  that  they  do  it,  far  be  it  from  me  to 
defire  or  wifh  that  they  fhould  be  driven  out  of 
the  habitable  World,  or  in  the  leaft  injur'd  in  their 
Civil  Rights.  Let  them  continue  in  Peace  and 
Quiet  among  us,  as  long  as  they  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  contradict  their  Principles  by  their 
Aftions.  Let  them  enjoy,  as  long  as  they  fhow 
themfelves  Men  of  Honour,  what  Honour  merits. 
This  agrees  with  what  a  great  Prince,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  the  cProtefta?zt  Intereft,  faid  of  the 
<Proteftant  Princes  in  Germany  5  That  they  had  ^t^ 
left  off  taking  the  Oaths  of  Topijb  Princes  on  the 
Treaties  they  made  with  them,  becaufe  they 
found  that  thefe  Princes  reckon'd  Oaths  to  be  Re- 
ligious Aflions,  and  fo  at  the  difpofal  of  their 
Priefts  :  But  they  now  only  took  their  Word>  which 
the  tpopijh  Princes  thought  themfelves  bound  in 
Honour  to  obferve,  as  they  were  Gentlemen,  and 
would  not  let  their  Priefts  meddle  with. 

I  know  very  well  that  Tapifts  are  good  Subjects 
in  Holland,  and  even  Admirers  of  Liberty  in  other 
parts  of  the  World.  People  that  either  remember 
a  heavy  Oppreffion,  or  feel  it,  will,  let  their  Reli- 
gion be  what  it  will,  diflike  it,  and  endeavour  to 
keep  it  off.  The  'Dutch  Commonwealth  was  for- 
med by  the  Tyranny  of  Philip  the  Second  of 
Spain.  Religion  had  but  an  accidental  Share  ia 
their  fhaking  off  the  Spantjh  Yoke,     And  at  this 

Day 
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Day  the  Papifts  thefe  feel  the  Sweet  of  Free 
Trade,  of  Wealth,  of  Liberty,  of  Property, 
too  fenfibly,  to  long  for  Slavery,  tho  it  might 
make  their  Religion  flourifh  again.  In  This, 
as  they  anfwer  the  Wifdoni  that  is  peculiar  to 
their  Nation  $  fo  it  muft  be  own'd  they  are  but 
very  indifferent  Catohlicks,  who,  were  they  true 
Zealots,  as  ours  are,  would  rather  endure  every 
Evil  themfelves,  than  let  Holy  Church  be  damni- 
fied fo  much  on  their  account. 
And  parti-  BUT  the  Cafe  of  our  Tafifts  in  England  is 
Ch*P  fth  cluitc  dif&rent-  They  are,  as  it  were,  another 
Wpift^  Species  of  People.  They  are  of  the  true  original 
Stamp  5  thorough,  bigotted,  <Papifts.  I  won't  fay 
but  there  are  (nay  I  am  perfuaded  there  are)  ma- 
ny Wifer  Men  among  them,  who  defire  only  to 
be  conniv'd  at  in  their  Religious  Exercifes,  and 
vvifh  their  Brethren  and  their  Fathers  would  be 
lefs  Aftive  and  Bufy.  But  they  are,  I  doubt, 
Few  in  companion  of  the  Multitude  that  is  againft 
them.  And,  I  own,  I  cannot  but  heartily  wilh  a 
fafe  Way  could  be  devis'd  to  diflinguifh  them  in 
the  Laws. 

But  the  Bulk  are  fierce,  intra&able,  and  incor- 
rigible, 'Bigots.  This  cannot  be  denied.  And  I 
ihall  prove  it,  by  running  over  briefly  the  Condufl 
of  Popery  here  among  us,  from  the  Reformation 
to  this  very  Day.  And  it  will  appear  that  the  fe- 
vere  Laws  that  from  time  to  time  have  been  made 
againft  them,  have  been  fram'd,  not  on  remote 
Confequences  drawn  from  Principles  never  put  in 
practice,  but  on  the  Elfefts  and  immediate  Con- 
sequences of  thofe  Principles,  very  evidently  feen 
and  felt  by  us,  and  the  Ruin  of  which  we  have 
often  very  narrowly  efcaped. 

And  I  chufe  to  do  this  the  rather,  becaufe  it 
will  pn  faff  ant  fhow  to  all  Trot  eft  ants  the  great 
Danger  to  this  Nation  of  having,  not  only  a  pro- 
fefs'd  Tapift  on  the  Throne,  but  even'  -a  fecret  Fa- 
vourer of  Tofery. 

And,  if  what  I  aflert  be  true,  if  the  Tendency 
of  the  Principles  of  the  Church  of  Rome  be  de- 
firuftive  of  all  Society,  efpecially  with  Troteftants ; 

and 
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and  this  Tendency  always  in  Fafi:  arrives  at  the 
Point  towards  which  it  is  direfted,  among  Us  of 
this  Nation  :  it  changes  the  Argument,  from  a  ve- 
ry Reafonable  Theory  in  Policy  and  Government, 
into  a  tpra&ical  Conclufion  of  the  Necefiity  of  fe- 
curing  ourfelves,  by  difabling  and  burdening  the 
<Papifts. 

TO  fupport  the  Truth  of  this,    I  fhall  draw  The  CQ^ 
out  a   Sketch  of  the  Hiftory  of  theTapifts  Con-^^^e 
duft  in  England  fince  the  Reformation  ;  or  rather  England 
from  the  firft  time  they  provoked  the  Nation  to  *ince  th.e  Rc- 
make  a  Penal  Law  againft  them,  which  was  in  the  ormatloa* 
23d  Year  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

I  fhall  not  look  back  fo  far,  as  to  go  over  the 
various  Mifchiefs  which  Popery  brought  on  this 
Nation,  when  we  were  altogether  wrapp'd  up  in 
the  dark  Clouds  of  it  •  nor  tire  the  Reader  with 
a  Relation  of  the  many  unhappy  Civil  Wars  ftirr'd 
'  up  among  us  meerly  for  Topery,  (i.  e.  for  the  Power 
of  the  Court  of  Rome-,)  and  often  ftirr'd  up  by 
the  Topes  themfelves,  and  their  Vaflals  here,  and 
much  withftood  by  the  wifer  and  better  part  of 
the  Nation,  and  by  our  beft  princes.  Nor  will  I 
enter  into  the  Embroilments  and  Difturbances  rai- 
fed  by  the  Maintainers  of  the  Tapal  Power  in  Hen- 
ry the  Eighth's  Time,  or  his  Son  Edward  the 
Sixth's  5  nor  the  Cruelty  and  Barbarity  of  Queen 
Mary's  fhort  and  defpicable  Reign. 

I  SHALL  begin  with  the  Glorious  Reign  of  j^f|£  , 
Queen  Elizabeth  $  in  the   23d  Year  of  which,  the  ft  s    Clgn' 
Firft  fevere  Afl:  was  pafs'd   againft   the  Tapifls : 
And  not  till  after  they  had  given  many  great  and 
repeated  Provocations  to  the  Nation. 

There  was  indeed  by  the  Jtt  of  Uniforinit\\  The  Aa  of 
Eliz.  1.  a  Penalty  of  one  Shilling  for  every  Of-  Uniformity 
fence  laid  on  all  thofe  who  did  not  come  to  Church  x  EltXt 
on  Sundays  and  Holydays.     And  it  is  well  known, 
that  many  of  the  <I>apifis  at  firft  conform'd,  till 
Pope  (phi?*  Bull  came  out.     And  thofe  who  did 
not,  paid  their  Shilling  for  every  Sunday  and  Holy- 
day,  and  were  very  eafy  under  that   little  Fine, 
efpecially  feeing  that  the  Money  went  to  the  Ufe 
of  the  Poor  of  the  Parifh. 

But 
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But  the  Tapifis  could  not  reft  under  this  gentle 
Treatment.  The  Court  of  Rome  could  not  think 
of  parting  fo  eafily  with  the  Treafufes  this  Ifland 
ufed  in  former  days  to  furnifh  them  with.  And 
therefore  they  inceflantly  ftirr'd  up  the  Votaries  of 
their  Church  here  to  perpetual  Intrigues  and  De- 
figns,  either  with  the  Guifes  in  France,  or  with  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  and  the  Topijh  Party  in  Scotland* 
or  with  the  Spaniards,  to  dethrone  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, and  reftore  Popery.  This  at  length,  after 
having  been  fome  Years  fermenting,  broke  out 
into  a  raw  and  undigefted  Rebellion  in  the  North 
of  England,  in  the  1 2th  Year  of  this  Queen. 
Rebellion  One  Nicholas  Morton,  a  Prieft,  was  fent  over 
in  the  North  by  the  Tope  to  pronounce  Queen  Elizabeth  &  He- 
©f  England.  x^t\c^  anj  as  fuch  to  have  no  further  Right  to 
her  Crown  and  Kingdom.  He  inflaming  the  Peo- 
ple, they  took  up  Arms ;  and  publifh'd  a  Mani- 
festo, declaring  that  they  took  up  Arms  with  no 
other  defign,  than  to  reftore  the  Religion  of  their 
Anceftors,  and  to  remove  111  (i.  e.  Troteftant) 
Counfellors  from  the  Queen.  This  flight  and  ill— 
conduced  Rebellion  was  foon  quell'd  $  tho'  the 
Rebels,  after  having  difpers'd  themfelves  once* 
made  head  again,  and  gather'd  a  fecond  time  the 
fame  Year,  and  were  again  routed. 

You  would  expert  fome  great  Severity  upon  this. 
None  at  all — But  that  a  few  of  the  Rebels  were 
executed,  and  then  an  Aft  of  Indemnity  paft.  The 
Government  put  to  death  indeed  66  Petty  Confta- 
bles,  becaufe  they  were  Officers  of  Juftice,  in 
whom  it  was  the  more  Criminal  to  be  engaged  in 
fuch  Attempts.  No  fevere  Law  follow'd  againft 
Tapifis. 
P.  Tim  V'$  But,  (as  if  they  were  refblv'd  to  draw  one 
■»  down  on  their  own  heads)    the  very  next  Year 

Pope  This  the  Vth  publhTies  a  Bull,  the  fame  in 
fubftance  with  the  private  Sentence  he  had  the 
Year  before  paft  againft  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
fent  over  by  Morton.  In  this  Bull  he  claims  to 
Himfelf  "  all  Power  in  Heaven  and  Earth,  and 
M  fiiles  himfelf  the  Prince  over  all  Nations  and 
**  Kingdoms,  to  pluck   up,  deftroy,  fcatter,  con- 

•"  fume 
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<c  fume,  plant  and  build  :  And  in  virtue  of  this 
<c  Power  he  excommunicates  Elizabeth,  (calling 
"  her  the  pretended  Queen  of  England,)  as  a  He- 
"  reticle,  and  a  Favourer  of  Hereticks,  and  de- 
<c  prives  her  of  her  pretended  Title  to  the  faid 
"  Kingdom,  and  of  all  Dominion,  Dignity,  Pri- 
"  vilege,  whatfoever :  And  declares  that  all  who 
"  have  taken  any  Oath  to  Her  are  to  be  for  ever 
u  abfolved  from  any  fuch  Oath,  and  all  other 
11  Duty,  Allegiance,  and  Obedience :  And  charges 
"  and  commands  them  not  to  obey  her,  or  her 
u  Orders,  Mandates,  or  Laws,  under  pain  of  Ex- 
"  communication." 

This  Bull  was  too  extravagant  to  be  much  re- 
garded at  the  time  :  But  it  Tay  in  referve,  to  be 
made  ufe  of  asOccafion  fhould  offer. 

There  follow'd  nothing  immediately  upon  it. 
There  was  indeed  a  Defign  of  a  Rebellion  difco- 
ver'd  in  Norfolk^  and  a  few  of  the  chief  of  the 
Confpirators  were  executed.  And  Felt  on,  who 
affix'd  the  dope's  Bull  on  the  Gates  of  the  Bifhop 
of  Lo7idons  Houfe,  was  caught  and  hang'd  for  it. 

But  in  the  14th  Year  of  this  Queen's  Reign,  a  The  Duke 
much  deeper  Plot  broke  out,  which  appear'd   toCo°^j  * 
have  been  the  Aim  of  the  Bull  of  Tins  V.  and  of     a  Flracy* 
the  Rebellion  in  the  North)  and  all  the  other  Con- 
fpiracies  fince.     We  have  a  fair  Account  of  it  by 
Jeronimo  Catena  (who  was  Secretary  to  Cardinal 
Alexandrini,  and  the  Congregation  of  Regulars) 
in  his  Life  of  Pope  Tins  V.  publifti'd  in  the  Year 
1588   at  Rome>  with  the  Privilege   of  SixtusY. 
to  it. 

He  tells  us  that  Ridolpho  (a  Florentine  Gentle- 
man) was  fent  by  the  Tope  into  England,  under 
the  difguife  of  a  Merchant,  to  contrive  the  De- 
fhruction  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  to  ftir  up  the 
People  againlt  Her  •  while  the  Tope  himfelf  was 
dealing  with  both  the  French  and  Spaniards  to 
affift  the  Confpirators  in  England.  The  Defign 
was,  to  refcue  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and  to  marfy 
her  to  the  Duke  of  Norfolk.  Upon  which,  that 
Duke  came  into  an  Affociation,  and  was  made  the 
Head  of  it.  The  Tope  at  the  fame  time  publifoes 
D  his 
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his  Bull  againft:  Queen  Elizabeth^  and  difperfes 
it  all  over  England  by  Ridolpho's  means.  Upon 
that,  the  Earls  of  'Northumberland  and  Weflmore- 
land  took  up  Arms  ;  but  wanting  Money,  were 
forc'd  to  retire  into  Scotland.  The  Duke  of  Nor- 
folk and  others  were  clapp'd  up  in  Prifon  in  Eng- 
land >  and  Ridclpho  among  them :  But  were  foon 
difcharg'd  again,  the  Court  not  being  able  to  dis- 
cover the  Bottom  of  the  Plot.  This  enabled  them 
to  purfue  their  Defigns  the  more  effeftually.  The 
Confpirators  dealt  with  the  Spaniards  to  affift 
them,  and  invade  England.  The  Duke  of  Alva 
diflik'd  the  Defign,  thinking  it  too  dangerous  $  Or, 
as  fome  fuggefted,  out  of  envy  to  Chapini  Vitelli, 
who  was  to  command  the  Army,  that  was  to  have 
been  fent  from  Flanders  into  England,  and  was  to 
have  the  honour  of  the  Expedition.  But  the 
'Tope  Supported  the  Confpirators  Inftances  at  the 
Court  of  Spain  ib  ftrongly,  that  Alva  receiv'd  po- 
fitive  Orders  from  Spain  to  invade  England.  But, 
Catena  fays,  by  God's  permiffion,  the  whole  De- 
fign was  difcover'd  to  Queen  Elizabeth  by  a  cer- 
tain Foreigner  5  and  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  ta- 
ken, and  put  to  death. 

He  laments  the  ill  Succefs  of  this  Plot,  than 
which  fhe  tells  that  fome  one  heard  the  King  of 
Spain  fay)  never  was  any  laid  more  advifedly,  or 
conceal'd  with  greater  Confent  and  Conftancy, 
which  in  fo  long  a  time  was  never  difcover'd  by 
any  of  the  Confpirators:  That  in  24  hours  time 
Forces  might  have  been  tranfported  eafily  from 
the  Netherlands,  which  might  Suddenly  have  feiz'd 
on  the  §>ueen  and  the  City  of  London,  reftor'd  Re- 
ligion, and  fettled  the  Queen  of  Scots  on  the 
Throne  ;  efpecially,  he  adds,  fince  "Thomas  Stake- 
ly>  an  Englifh  Deferter,  had  engag'd  at  the  fame 
time  to  reduce  all  Ireland  under  the  Subjection  of 
the  Spaniard  with  3000  Spaniards  $  and  with  one 
or  two  Spy-Boats  to  fire  the  Englifh  Fleet. 

Here  is  the  plain  Confeffion  of  an  Enemy,  which 
cannot  be  call'd  a  Plot  forg'd  by  our  Court  at  that 

The  Aa     time.  What  was  the  Effcd*  of  all  this  Provocation  ? 

2$  Eli*..      Nothing   againft   'Papifts,    but   the  Aft  13  Eliz. 

€C  againft 
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<c  againfl:  the  bringing  in,  and  putting  in  execu- 
M  tion  Bulls,  Writings,  or  Inilruments,  and  o- 
11  ther  Superftitious  Things  from  the  See  of 
"  Rome  5  making  it  High  Treafon  to  do  it, 
"  and  Mifprifion  of  Treaibn  to  conceal  it,  and  a 
"  Trcemunire  to  aid  and  maintain  the  doing  it." 

Is  not  This  amazing  Gentlenefs  ?  No  Penal 
Laws  made  againfl:  <Papifts.  No  enforcing,  or 
ftrengthning  the  Aft  of  Uniformity*  And  even 
on  this  Law,  which  had  the  Appearance  of  fome 
Severity,  for  feveral  Years  no  one  was  proceeded 
againfl,  tho'  feveral  were  apprehended  who  had 
offended  againfl:  it.  The  firll  that  fuffcr'd  by  it 
was  one  Cuthhert  Main*,  a  Prieft,  who  was  put  to 
death  in  Cornwall:  And  one  ^frngion,  a  Gentle- 
man that  had  harbour'd  him,  had  his  Eftate  con- 
fifcated,  and  was  condemn'd  to  perpetual  Impri- 
sonment :  And  this,  becaufc  that  Priefl:  had  openly 
taught,  that  the  Queen  was  a  Schifmatick  and  a 
Heretick,  and  ought  therefore  to  be  depos'd. 
Some  few  more  Priefls  were  executed  on  the  fame 
account. 

Thefe  Priefls  were  bred  up  in  the  Seminaries  THePopifit 
ereded  at  Rhcims  by  the  Guifes,  and  at  Rome  byf^J^ 
Gregory  XIII.     The  Do£trine  of  thefe  Seminaries  their  Doc- 
was,  "  That  the  Sijbop  of  Rome  had  by  Divine tliac' 
"  Right  full  Power  over  the  whole  World,  as  well 
"  in  Eccleflaftical  as  Temporal  Caufes  5  and  that 
"  He,  according    to  that  Abrolute  Power,  might 
"  excommunicate  Kings,  and  dethrone  them,  and 
"  abfolve  their  Subjects  from  their  Oaths  of  Al- 
u  legiance."     And   it  was  on  this  Doftrine,  and 
(Pius's  Bull,  which  was  confequential  to  it,  that 
tht^Papifts  here  withdrew   from  our  eftablifh'd 
Worfhip,  which  they  had  before  frequented  with- 
out any  fcruple. 

The  Government,  obferving  the  pernicious 
Doctrine  of  thefe  Seminaries,  publifh'd  a  Procla- 
mation, in  the  23d  Year  of  this  Queen,  "  againfl: 
"  all  thofe  Seminary-Priefls,  and  jfefuits,  and  a- 
"  gainft  fending  any  young  People  abroad  to  be 
"  bred  up  in  the  Seminaries,  and  for  recalling  all 
"  thofe  who  were  then  abroad  in  them,  and  a- 
D  2  "  gainft 
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44  gainft  harbouring  any  of  thefe  Priefts  and  Je- 

44  jitits :  threatning  to  proceed  againft  all  who  did 

"  to  the  contrary,  as  Favourers  of  Rebels." 

The  Papifts      The  Tapifis  finding  the  Difadvantage  they  lay 

thd?Wn-  unc*er  &om   tllis  Doarine,  and  the  Tope's  Bull, 

ciples         pretended  to  difapprove  of  them,  and  prohibited 

the  difputing  publickly  about  the  Power  of  the 

Si/hop  of  Rome.    (Obferve,  they  would  not  dif- 

own  or  condemn  the  Doftrine.) 

And  Tarfons  and  Campian,  the  Jcftiits^  being 
fent  over  to  manage  the  Romijh  Affairs  in  Eng- 
■Anindul-  land)  obtain'd  of  the  Pope,  Gregory  XIII.  an  In- 
gencefrom  diligence  "  explaining  the  Bull  of  Tins  V.  as  only 
*jr*£.  XllLu  binding  the  Queen  and  the  Hereticks  5  but  not 
44  the  Catholicks,  as  matters  then  flood,  but  only 
44  hereafter,  when  publick  Execution  of  the  faid 
44  Bull  might  be  had."     This  was  all  the  mode- 
rating  Explanation  they  could  obtain  at  Rome  5 
To  declare  that  by  That  Bull  the  Catholicks  were 
not  obliged  to  endeavour  to  depofe  the  Queen,  till 
they  fhould  be  able  to  do  it  effeftually  5  u  e.  in 
plain  Englijb,  They  were  not  to  be  bound  to  run 
the  rifque    of  being    hang'd   for  fupporting   the 
Tope's  Power. 
The  Papifts      In  the  mean  while  the  Topifb  FafHon  was  eve- 
ftilUftivc.  Yy  where  aftive,  to  excite  the  Powers  of  Europe 
againft  their   own  Country.      And   to  encourage 
their  Party,  they  publifh'd,  that  Spain  and  the 
Tope  had  confpir'd  together  to  conquer  England. 
Tfee  Q^een      The  Queen,  feeing  herfelf  thus  openly  attack'd, 

{M*riM  *  fets  forth  a  M*nifeft°>  declaring,   "  That  flie  had 
amjejto.    tl  jnjur>d  no  one^  an(j  wouid  defend  her  People  a- 

44  gainft  any  Injuries  that  might  be  offer'd  them  : 
44  And  that,  for  that  purpofe,  fhe  held  herfelf  in 
44  readinefs  for  an  Invafion,  which  fhe  apprehend- 
44  ed  :  She  exhorts  her  faithful  Subjerts  to  conti- 
44  nue  in  their  Duty  to  God  and  their  Prince: 
44  The  reft,  who  had  fhaken  off  their  Love  to 
44  their  Country,  and  their  Obedience  to  their 
44  Prince,  fhe  commands  to  carry  themfelves  mo- 
44  deftly  and  peaceably,  and  not  to  provoke  the 
44  Severity  of  Juftice  againft  themfelves  :  For  fhe 
44  would  no  longer  be  fo  imprudent,  as  by  fparing 

44  the 
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cc  the  Bad  to  prove  cruel  to  herfelf  and  her  good 
«  Subiefts." 

And  upon  this  Storm,  that  was  plainly  gather-  The  Aft 
ing  over  us,  was  That  Act  of  z^  Eliz.  made,  to  2S  E/'** 
retain  the  Queen's  Majefty's  Subjefts  in  their  due 
Obedience  :  "  In  which,  Recital  is  made  of  the 
"  Aft  13  Eliz.  and  becaufe  it  had  been  evaded, 
*'  now  it  is  made  High  Treafon  to  have  or  pre- 
"  tend  to  have,  or  to  put  in  pradice  by  any  ways 
"  or  means,  a  Power  to  abfolve,  or  draw,  Subjects 
"  from  their  Obedienoe  to  the  Queen,  or  from 
"  their  Religion  to  the  RomiJJj  Religion  with 
u  that  Intent  $  or  to  move  them  to  promife  Obe- 
c  ■  dience  to  the  ^ofe,  or  any  other  Prince,  l$c. 
u  or  to  do  any  Overt- Aff  to  that  intent  and  pur- 
"  pofe  :  And  if  any  Ferfon  be  by  any  means  wil- 
u  lingly  abfolved  or  withdrawn,  or  reconciled,  or 
u  promife  Obedience  to  any  fuch  pretended  Au- 
"  thority,  That  Perfon,  his  Counfellors,  and  Pro- 
"  curers,  are  guilty  of  High  Treafon  :  And  it  is 
"  made  Mifprifion  of  Treafon  to  be  an  Aider  and 
"  Maintainer  of  any  of  thefe  Offences.  By  the 
"  fame  Act  any  Perfon  faying  Mafs  is  to  forfeit 
u  2C0  Marks,  and  to  be  imprifon'd  for  a  Year  ^ 
cc  and  for  hearing  Mafs,  to  forfeit  rco  Marks,  and 
"  the  fame  Imprifonment :  And  further,  every 
"  Perfon  above  Sixteen  abfenting  from  Church 
"  was  to  pay  2c  /.  for  every  Month  he  fo  abfented  : 
"  And  if  he  abfented  a  Year,  he  was  to  be  bound 
"  with  two  Securities  in  200/.  at  leaft :  And  a 
*c  Claufe  made  it  fomething  feverer  againft  School- 
"  matters  offending,  and  thofe  who  fupported 
"  them.  And  all  Fraudulent  Grants,  ££V.  to  de- 
"  feat  any  Right  growing  by  Convictions  or  Penal- 
u  ties,    are  made  void." 

This  is  the  firft  fevere  Aft  againft  <Papifts,  as 
tpapijlSy  made  in  this  Reign  :  Tho  2;  Years  of  ir 
had  pafs'd  thro  continual  Plots  and  Defigns  of 
Theirs  againft  the  Government  and  the  Nation  ; 
And  tho  there  had  been  an  actual  Rebellion  about 
Ten  Years  before  this. 

The  Queen,  who  often  declar'd  fhe  thought 
Men's  Conferences  were  never  to  be  forr'd,   com- 

plain'd 
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plain'd   that  fhe  was  driven  of  neceffity  to  take 
thefe  Courfes,  unlefs  ftie  would  fuffer  the  Ruin  of 
herfelf,  and  her  Subje£ts,   upon  fome  Men's   pre- 
tending Confcience,  and  the  Catholick  Religion. 
Some  y^        In  the  24th  Tear  of  her   Reign  Camp  an,  and 
frits  fuffer.  tbree  others,  were  put  to  death  on  this  A£l.     In 
the  Ten  Years  fince  the  Rebellion,  not  above  Five 
<Papifls  had  fuffer'd  on  the  A£t  1 3  JEliz.     But  now 
thefe  Jefuits  were  fo  bufy,    that  it  was  thought 
neceffary   to  make   Examples  of  fome   of  them. 
When  they  were  examin'd,  Whether  they  thought, 
that  by  the  Authority  of  <Pius  V's  Bull  the  Sub- 
jefts  were  fo  abfolved  from  their  Oath  and  Alle- 
giance to   the  Queen,    that  they  might  take  up 
Arms  againft  her  ?     Whether  they  thought  Queen 
Elizabeth  Lawful  Queen  ?     Whether  if  the  <Pope 
made  War  upon  the  Queen,  they  would  join  with 
the  Pope  ?     They  anfwer'd,   fome  ambiguoufly, 
fome  refolutely,   fome  prevaricated  5    and  others 
refiis'd  to  anfwer  :  Which  Conduft  convine'd  every 
body  that  they  had  been  in  Traitorous  Defigns  ^ 
and  even  fome  few  of  the  more  moderate  <Papijls 
themfelves,  who  difapprov'd  of  fuch  Proceedings. 
The  <Papifts  however    went   on  in   the  fame 
Track,  plotting  againft  the  Queen,  and  contriving 
how   to  ftir  up  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  againft 
her. 
iWJbwr-        In  the  27th  Year  of  her  Reign,  Francis  Throck- 
tonsCimCfi-ffloyton^  Son  of  a  Chejhire  Gentleman,  was  feiz'd 
on,  and  found  to  have  been  concern'd  in  thefe  De- 
figns.    And  no  doubt  there  were  feveral  engaged 
with  him  $    for  as  foon  as  he  was  taken,  and  had 
been  examin'd,   and  confefs'd  fome  things,  Lord 
*Pagety  and  one  Arundel  a  Courtier,  fled  to  France. 
The  Tapifls  indeed  pretended,  that  Artifices  were 
ufed  to  difgrace  them,  and  reprefent  them  falfely 
as  Traitors.     And  it  is  very  probable,  that  many 
Artifices  might  be  praflifed  in  thofe  troublefbme 
and   fufpicious   Times,    to  difcover  People's  true 
Sentiments  and  Intentions.     But  it  was  plain,  the 
Papifis  were  really  engaged  at  that  time  in  wicked 
Defigns  •  and  that  they  put  out  Books,  and  fpread 
them  about  the  Nation,  encouraging  the  Queen's 

Ladie* 


(Jl ) 

Ladies  to  treat  her  as  Judith  did  Holofernes>  i.  ?. 
to  murder  her.  Notwithstanding  which  Provoca- 
tion, fhe  was  ftill  fo  gentle  to  them,  that  fhe  re- 
leas'd,  and  Tent  beyond  Sea,  feventy  Priefts,  fome 
of  them  condemn'd,  and  others  in  danger  of  it  $ 
and  would  not  fuffer  them  to  be  further  proceeded 
againft. 

Indeed  T'hrockmorton  was  put  to  death,  after  he 
had  gone  backwards  and  forwards,  and  own'd  and 
difown'd  his  Intrigues  with  France  and  Spain  a- 
gainft  the  Queen,  to  dethrone  her,  and  invade 
England.  But  they  were  prov'd  plainly  againft 
him,  and  confirm'd  by  Two  Catalogues  which  he 
had  forgot  to  fend  to  Mendoza,  the  Sfanijh  Mini- 
fter  then  in  England,  when  he  fent  his  other  Pa- 
pers to  him,  juft  before  he  was  apprehended. 
One  of  thefe  Catalogues  was,  of  the  Ports  in  Eng- 
land where  it  was  convenient  to  land  Forces :  The 
other,  the  Names  of  the  <PapiJls  in  England.  He 
own'd  at  firft,  "  That  he  made  thefe  on  a  Conful- 
<l  tation  he  had  held  with  Jeney  and  Sir  Francis 
<c  Inglefieldy  how  England  could  be  beft  attempted 
"  by  Foreigners,  and  the  Form  of  Government  al- 
"  ter'd."  But  this  he  denied  afterwards  again, 
and  confefs'd  again,  and  then  at  laft  died  denying 
it:  directed,  it's  likely,  to  deny  by  his  Priefts, 
and  to  confefs  by  his  Fear  of  Death.  But  the 
Priefts,  it  feems,  prevailed.  The  Thing  however 
was  too  evident  to  be  disbelieved. 

The  next  Aft  made  againft  (Papijis  was  the  Aft  The  Aa 
27  Eliz.  againft  Jefiiitsy  Seminary  <Priefts,  and  o-*7  Es- 
ther fuch  like  difobedient  Perfons  :  "  By  which 
"  all  Priefts  and  jfeftiits  were  to  depart  the  Realm 
u  in  Forty  Days,  and  none  born  in  the  Realm  to 
"  come  into  it,  under  pain  of  High  Treafon  5  and 
"  it  was  made  Felony  to  entertain  them ;  All  that 
"  were  not  Religious  in  Seminaries  abroad  were 
"  to  return  in  fix  Months,  and  take  the  Oath  of 
"  Supremacy,  on  pain  of  High  Treafbn.  It  was 
"  made  Tr&nunire  to  fupport  or  contribute  Mo- 
u  ney  to  maintain  any  of  Thefe  Perfons  abroad  : 
"  And  it  was  Fining  and  Imprifonment  at  the 
*'  Queen's  pleafure  to  conceal  anv  Prieft  or  Jefuit  -7 

"  and 
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"  and  aco  Marks  Fine  to  a  Juftice  of  Peace  or  o- 
<c  ther  Officer,  who  being  inform'd  of  fuch  a  one 
"  conceal'd  him.  All  thefe  Penalties  on  Priefts, 
"  and  others  that  were  in  Seminaries  abroad,  were 
<c  to  be  taken  off  on  their  Submiflion,  and  taking 
**  the  Oath  of  Supremacy,  provided  fuch  Perfon 
ct  fb  fubmitting  did  not  come  within  ten  Miles  of 
"  where  the  Queen  was  for  ten  Years,  without  a 
"  fpecial  Licence  from  her  Majefty." 

This  Aft:  carried  the  Severities  againft  the  Ca- 
tholicks  no  higher  than  the  former  one  $  but  only 
guarded  more  againft  Priefts,  and  not  without  ve- 
ry great  reafon;  for  they  were  fo  aftive,  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  keep  the  Nation  long  quiet, 
while  fuch  Hot  Spirits  were  allowed  to  be  in  it. 
Defisns  a-  About  this  time  it  was,  that  <Parry  was  taken  $ 
gainft  the  who  foon  confefs'd,  u  That  he  had  turn'd  Roman 
Queen'*  «  Catholick  about  five  Years  before,  and  had  been 
"  encouraged  to  attempt  the  Queen's  Life  by  the 
<c  Jefuits  and  the  Court  of  Rome  5  and  had  come 
"  over  with  That  Defign  $  and,  under  pretence  of 
41  difcovering  Plots  to  the  Queen,  had  been  often 
"  admitted  into  her  Prefence :  but  always  waver'd 
*c  in  his  Mind,  till  reading  Dr.  Allen's  Book 
€i  f  which  taught  that  Princes  excommunicated  for 
u  Herefy  were- to  be  deprived  of  Kingdom  and 
"  Life)  confirm'd  him  in  his  Defign ;  And  he 
"  had  refolved  with  one  Nevil  (who  afterwards 
<c  accufed  him)  to  fet  upon  the  Queen  with  Ten 
"  Horfemen,  as  fhe  rode  abroad  to  take  the  Air, 
"  and  to  kill  her." 

All  he  faid  for  himfelf,  when  he  was  executed, 
was,  "  That  he  had  never  fully  refolved  in  his 
"  Mind  to  take  away  the  Queen's  Life." 

Yet  all  this  time  it  does  not  appear,  that  any  one 
fuffer'd  on  the  laft  Aft  againft  cjpriefts  and  Jefuits. 
Nor  did  it  put  a  flop  to  Plots  and  Confpiracies  a- 
gainft  the  Queen,  but  rather  thicken'd  them. 
A  great  For  in  the  28th  Year  of  her  Reign  That  great 

Coafpiracy."  and  deep  Confpiracy  broke  out,  which  ended  fa- 
tally to  the  Queen  of  Scots. 

The 
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The  Priefts  at  the  Seminary  at  Rheims  had 
work'd  up  one  John  Savage  fb  high  into  the  Doc- 
trine of  tne  Meritorioufnefs  of  murdering  Princes 
excommunicated,  that  He  vowed  to  kill  Queen 
Elizabeth. 

One  Ballard,    a  Prieft  of  the  fame  Seminary, 
went  to  England  about  the  fame  time,  to  nego- 
tiate their  Defigns  with  the  Pafifts  in  England $ 
and  when  he  return'd  prefs'd  the  Invading  of  Eng- 
land immediately,   as  the  beft  Opportunity  they 
could  expect,  the  Englijh  Army  being  then  in  the 
Netherlands.     He  foon  after  went  back  to  England, 
and  open'd  himfelf  to  one  Babington,  a  Gentleman 
of  Birth,  and  a  Zealous  <Pafift>  telling  him  of  the 
Defign  of  Savage  on  the  Queen's  Life.     Baling- 
ton  approved  the  Thing,  but  difliked  the  Method 
in  which  it  was  to  be  executed.     He  thought  Sa- 
vage not  fufficient  alone,  but  was  for  joining  five 
others  with  him  $  and  he  contrived  a  Project  "  fcr 
U  an  Invafion  by  Foreigners,  for  the  Aid  that  they 
"  fhould  find  here,  for  delivering  the  Queen  of 
"  Scots,  and  the  Tragical  Execution  of  Queen  E- 
11  lizabeth,"  as    he  calPd  it.     Babington  gave  an 
account  of  all  this  to  the  Queen  of  Scots  in  Cypher, 
and  received  an  Anfwer  by  her  Secretaries,  "  ap- 
iC  proving  the  Defign,  recommending  Caution  in 
"  it,  and  promifing  particularly  to  reward  the  fix 
u  Men  Babington  had  mention'd  to  her."    Several 
Perfons  enter'd  into  this  Affociation,  who  were  of 
considerable  Birth  and  Eftate,  and  took  the  feve- 
ral  Parts  which  were  affign'd  them,  and  fwore  Se- 
crecy and  Fidelity-  and  fome  fwore  directly,  that 
they  would  readily  and  chearfully  help  to  murder 
the  Queen. 

Walftngham  in  the  mean  while  difcover'd  the 
whole  Defign  by  his  Spies  and  Emiflaries  :  but 
principally  by  the  means  of  one  Gifford,  a  Prieft, 
whom  they  entirely  trufted  with  their 'Correfpon- 
dence,  particularly  with  the  Letters  that  paft  be- 
tween the  Englifij  Fugitives  and  the  Queen  of 
Scots  5  all  which  Gifford  convey'd  to  Walftngham, 
who  took  Copies  of  them,  and  forwarded  them  to 
thofe  they  were  directed  to,  all  the  while  without 
E  their 
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their  having  any  Sufpicion  of  their  being  difcoverVL 
Till  at  laft  they  were  all  feized,  and  confeffed 
their  Crime,  and  impeached  one  another.  When 
they  came  to  die,  all  of  them  confefs'd  the  Fa£t  j 
moft  of  them  exprefs'd  a  Remorfe  for  what  they 
had  engaged  in.  One  only,  I  think,  was  more  de- 
termined, and  fhow'd  none,  but  threaten'd  what 
Blood  fhould  e'er  long  be  fpilt  in  England  for  Re- 
ligion. 

I  ftiall  not  enter  into  the  Queen  of  Scots'*  Tryal ; 
nor  how  juftly  fhe  fuffer'd,  nor  what  Proofs  ap- 
pear'd  againft  her  from  her  own  Papers  and  Cy- 
phers that  were  feized,  nor  from  her  two  Secreta- 
ries that  witnefs'd  againft  her :    becaufe  it  is  not 
material  to  my  Point  •  which  is  only  to  fhew  what 
was  the  Condu&  of  the  Bulk  of  the  ^Pafifts  in 
this  Reign. 
T**  Gfcn^c"     And  I  muft  obfervc  that  all  this  while,  whatever 
government.  Laws  were  made,  none  fuffer'd  for  them,  but  juft 
when  Confpiracies   were  difcover'd  to  be  forming 
againft  the  Government  $  and  even  then  the  Exe- 
cution of  the  Laws  was  carried  no  further,  than 
what  the  Publick  Safety  immediately  required.  So 
that  tPapifis  cannot  pretend  they  were  provoked  by 
ill  Ufege  to  thefe  defperate  Defigns  5  becaufe  any 
Severity  they  met  with  always  follow 'd  thofe  De- 
figns, and  ftopp'd  when  they  were  effectually  pre- 
vented :  But  they  muft  own,  that  all  thefe  Trou- 
bles that  were  raifed  to  the  Nation  by  the  Tafifis 
were  merely  the  Confequences  of  their  Bigotry % 
and  their  obftinate  Refolution  of  forcing  us  by  all 
Ways  and  Means  to  fubmit  our  Necks  again  to  the 
Romijh  Yoke, 
^ne  Aa         This  Behaviour  of  the  <Papip  drew  on  them 
49EHx.      the  A&iSEUz.  for  the  more  fpeedy  and  due 
Execution  of  the  A<ft  23  Eliz.     By  this  Aft  "  all 
H  Fraudulent  Conveyances  to  evade  the  Force  of 
"  That  Aft  are  made  null :     The  Forfeiture  of 
5C  20/.  a  Month  is  here  repeated  5  and  Payment  of 
<s  fucK  Forfeitures  required  to  be  made  into  the 
"  Exchequer  for  what  was  paft,  and  for  the  time 
W  to  come,  till  the  Party  offending  fubmit  and  con- 
H  fonn  :    And  in  Default  of  their  paying  the  faid 

"  For- 


"  Forfeitures,  Two  Thirds  of  their  Lands,  and 
"  all  their  Goods,  were  made  feizeable  by  the 
u  Crown.  They  were  to  be  indited  and  convi&ed 
"  at  the  KingVBench  or  the  Afiizes$  and  the 
"  Inditement  need  only  mention  their  not  coming 
"  to  Church,  without  mentioning  whether  they 
11  are  within  the  Realm,  or  not :  And  upon  the 
"  Inditement,  Proclamation  is  to  be  made,  com- 
<c  manding  the  Body  of  the  Offender  to  be  ren- 
44  dred  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  before  the 
<c  next  Aflizes  $  and  upon  Non- Appearance,  the 
*4  Perfon  fo  proclaim'd  was  to  be  convifted  of  the 
"  faid  Offence,  as  if  he  had  been  tried  :  And  all 
u  Proceeding  was  to  ceafe  upon  Submiflion  and 
"  Conformity." 

But  even  this  Law  we  don't  find  was  ever  exe- 
cuted with  any  Rigour.  Yet  Two  Years  after- 
wards, in  the  famous  1588,  the  Tope,  and  the  The %*mfl 
Englijh  Fugitives,  ftirr'd  up  the  Spaniards  again  Iavafiom 
to  invade  England  :  and  Spain  fitted  out  the  fa- 
mous Invincible  Armada*  Pope  Sixtus  V.  at  the 
fame  time  fent  Cardinal  Allen  into  the  Low-Coun- 
tries, and  renew'd  the  Bulls  of  Tins  V.  and  Gre- 
gory XIII.  excommunicating  the  Queen,  dethro- 
ning her,  and  abfolving  her  Subje&s  from  their 
Allegiance  to  her  •  and  further  publifh'd  a  Croifa- 
do  in  Print,  as  if  it  had  been  againft  the  Tiirk  5 
and  granted  Plenary  Indulgences  to  All  that  gave 
their  Affiftance  to  it.  Indeed  the  Englijh  Traitors 
met  with  the  Contempt  they  deferv'd  from  the 
Spaniards,  who  thought  their  Game  fo  fure, 
that  tho  they  intended  to  reftore  the  Topijh  Reli- 
gion indeed,  yet  they  foon  difcover'd  that  they, 
oefign'd  to  fecure  the  Kingdom  to  the  Crown  of 
Spain. 

But  with  all  This,  fuch  was  the  Gentlenefs  ofThegre*t 
our  Government,  that,  tho  it  was  plain  the  <Papifts  Mil&*&  «* 
favour'd  the  Spaniards,  and  probably  would  have    e  ^eco* 
join'd  them,  if  they  had  landed  ;   yet  the  Queen, 
being  advifed  to  take  off  fome  of  the  chief  Capitis 
at  home,  according  to  the  Example  of  Henry  the 
VII I th,  (who  prevented  an  Invafion  intended  by 
the  Emperor  and  French  King  on  England,  by 
E  z  putting 


putting  to  death  the  Marquis  of  Exeter,  the  Lord 
Montacute,  Edward  Nevil,  and  others,  whom  he 
fufpefted  of  favouring  them  $)  the  Queen,  I  fay, 
rejefted  the  Advice  as  Cruel,  and  only  committed 
at  Wisbeach  in  the  Fens  fome  of  the  'Papifis  who 
were  moft  fufpefted,  and  thofe  not  the  chief  ones 
neither. 

And  we  do  not  find,  that,  on  the  defeating  this 
Defign  of  Spain,   and   deftroying  their  Armada, 
the  Severities  againft  Roman  Catholicks  were  fhar- 
pen'd,  nor  the  Laws  more  vigoroufly  executed  than 
they  had  been  before  5   fo  great  was  the  Patience 
of  this  Nation  at  that  time. 
TKcRcftlcff-     Indeed,  when  the  Queen  found  the  Tapifis  were 
iSfc       fliU  working  Mifchief  to  her  and  her  People,  and 
that  the  Triefis  flock'd  over  to  England  in  greater 
Numbers  than  had  been  ufual,   and  had  endea- 
vour'd  to  draw  the  Queen's  Subjefts  from  their 
Allegiance  over  to  the  Spanijh  Faftion  5  fhe  pub- 
li/h'd  a  Proclamation,    in  the  34th  Year  of  her 
Reign,  againft  harbouring  fufpefted  Perfbns. 
The  Aa        And  the  Aft  3  5  Eliz.  was  made  in  confequence 
35£fo.      of  this  5    "  Obliging  every  <Papift  Convift  above 
"  Sixteen,  having  any  certain  Abode,  to  repair  to 
"  it,    and   not  to   move   above  five    Miles  from 
"  thence  without  Licence,  as  appointed  in  the  Aftf 
"  on  pain  of  Forfeiting  Goods  and  Chattels,  and 
"  Eftate  during  Life  :    And,  if  he  had  no  fix'd 
"  Dwelling,   to  repair  to  the  Place  of  his  Birth, 
<c  or  to  where  his  Parents  dwelt,  and  ftay  within 
"  five  Miles  of  it,  on  the  fame  pain :    A  Regifter 
"  of  fuch  was  to  be  kept.     And  any  tpopijh  Re- 
c<  cufant,  not  worth  20, Marks  a  Tear,  or  40  /.  in 
€i  Goods,  offending  againft  this  Aft,  and  not  fub- 
<c  mitting  and  conforming  within  three  Months, 
•'  was  to  Abjure  the  Realm,  and  depart,  and  not 
ci  return,  under  pain  of  Felony  :     And  any  Perfon 
"  fufpefted,  andnot  anfwering  direftly,  might  be 
f  *  committed  to  Prifon  5  Submiffion  before  Convic- 
"  tion  was  to  difcharge  them  from  all  Pains.     The 
"  Form  of  Submiffion  is  prefcribed  in  the  Aft ; 
"  Abjuring  the  <Pope's  Authority  in  England,  and 
11  promifing  Conformity :  Only  Recufants,  relapfing 
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u  after  Submiflion,    were  to  have  no  Benefit  by 
*'  their  Submiflion." 

And  another  A£t  pafs'd  in  the  fame  Tear,  con- 
firming and  {lengthening  the  Afts  25  and  28 
of  Elizabeth. 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  thefe  A6ls 
were  ever  rigidly  executed.  Nor  were  any  fur- 
ther fevere  Afts  made  in  this  Reign  :  Tho  great 
Provocation  was  given.  cParfo7ts  the  Jefuit,  in  the  VoUman'* 
57th  Year  of  this  Queen,  under  the  Name  of*™,^Pub* 
tDoleman,  publifh'd  an  infolent  Book  to  prove,  that 
none  but  a  Roman  Cat  h  clicks  how  near  of  Kin  fo- 
cver  to  the  Crown,  ought  to  fucceed  to  it  $  with  a 
Defign  to  fet  afide  the  King  of  Scots's  Succeffion, 
and  to  fet  xiy  Ifafolla,  the  King  of  Spam  s  Daugh- 
ter, meeriy  for  her  being  a  Roman  Catholick,  but 
otherwife  on  foolifh  and  far-fetch'd  Pretenfions. 
And,  in  purfuance  of  thefe  vain  Pretenfions,  the 
Spaniards  employ'd  feveral,  both  Foreigners  and 
JLnglijhmen,  to  poifon  or  murder  the  Queen.  Some 
of  them  were  taken,  and  executed.  Yet  none  of 
thefe  Attempts  provoked  the  Queen  to  prefs  fur- 
ther the  Severities  againft  the  <Papifts  $  nor  even, 
their  fending  over  Squire  to  poifon  her,  in  the  41ft 
Year  of  her  Reign,  who  died  confeffing  it. 

Nay,  fome  of  the  <PapiJis  themfelves  own'd  this  The  Tatijls 
Gentlenefs  of  her's.  For  when  fome  of  the  SAiH9^^^ 
lars  quarrelled  with  the  Jefuit s  and  their  Adhe- ^^2?* 
rents,  who  had  procured  a  Breve  from  the  tPope, 
ct  declaring  them  Schifmaticks  and  Hereticks," 
they  publiftied  feveral  Books  in  their  own  Juftifi- 
cation.  They  fhow'd,  "  That  the  Queen  had 
been  fo  Gentle  to  them,  that  in  the  firft  Eleven 
Years  of  her  Reign  there  was  not  one  <Papift 
call'd  in  queftion  for  his  Confcience  and  Reli- 
gion :  And  that  in  the  Ten  Years  after  Pius's 
Bull,  and  the  Rebellion  that  follow'd,  not  above 
Twelve  Priefts  were  put  to  death,  fome  of 
whom  were  convifted  of  Treafon  :  Till  the  Year 
158c,  when  the  Jefnits  had  their  firft  Footing 
in  England.  And  they  fhow,  how  Prejudiced 
to  the  Catholick  Caufe  their  wicked  Defigns  and 
Practices  againft   the  Government  were,   and 

"  what 
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u  what  feverc  Laws  it  brought  upon  them :  But 
u  that  even  then,  in  the  Ten  following  Years,  not 
/         u  above  Fifty  Priefts  had  been  executed  $    and 
u  Fifty-five  had  been  only  banifh'd,  who  might 
u  have  been  puni/h'd  by  Death,  if  the  Queen  had 
"  profecuted  them  according  to  Law;     And  they 
ct  lay,  that  fince  the  Englijh  Seminaries  had  been 
"  fet  up  in  Spain  by  the  means  of  <Parfons  the 
<c  Jefait,  they  had  lent  over  fuch  Flocks  of  mif- 
<c  chievous  Priefts,    who  had  excited  fome  of  the 
<l  Queen's  Subje&s  to  rebel,  and  others  to  mur- 
<c  der,  or  poifon  the  Queen  $  that  the  Queen,  who 
*  (fay  they)  was  of  opinion  that  Confcience  was 
<c  a  Free  Principle,  and  ought  not  to  be  forc'd, 
c€  was  oblig'd  to  ufe  Severity  againft  this  fort  of 
"  Men,   that  Jhe  might  not  expofe  her  own  and 
"  the  Kingdom's  Safety." 
ADivi£on       This    Quarrel    was   very  wifely   cherifti'd    by 
among  ttc  the   Court   and  the  Bifhop  of  London.     A  Pro- 
Fapjts.       clamation  was  fet  forth  "  commanding  the  Jefuits% 
a  and  thofe  Secular  Triefts  that  were  their  Adhe- 
€<  rents  (which  was  the  greater  part  of  them)  im- 
*'  mediately  to  depart  the  Realm  5  and  thofe  who 
tc  were  more  moderate,  to  be  gone  in  two  Months, 
•'  unlefs  they  would  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance : 
€<  And  that  they  flhould  not  return  under  the  ut- 
"  moft  Penalties  of  the  Laws." 

This,  it  feems,  came  in  good  time  to  difconcert  I 
a  villainous  Defign  for  murdering  the  Queen,  and 
excluding  the  King  of  Scots,  carried  on  by  one  f 
Thomas  Winter  (as  he  himfelf  afterwards  confefs'd)| 
and  by  T'efmund  a  Jefuit,  who  were  fent  over  to  [ 
Spain  by  fome  of  the  Party  here  to  concert  thofd 
Schemes.  I 

But  we  find  no  further  Severities  againft  ^apijisl 
in  this  Reign  :  Nor  does  this  Proclamation  appearl 
to  have  been  follow 'd  with  any  kind  of  Rigor. 

I  HAVE  thus  gone  thro'  the  Condufr  of  thel 
<Papifls  here  in  England  during  this  long  ReignJ 
And  I  have  ihewn  the  Grounds  of  all  the  feverel 
Laws  made  againft  them,  which  have  fince  beenl 
only  repeated,  and  ftrengthen'd,  as  particular  Oc-I 
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cafions  reqnir'd.  And  at  the  fame  time  I  have 
fhown  the  great  Clemency  and  Mercy  ufed  towards 
them,  when  they  leaft  deferv'd  it.  The  Effefts 
of  wThich  appear 'd  in  this  Reign,  but  will  appear 
much  more  in  the  next,  to  have  been  only  the 
encouraging  them  more  in  their  Boldnefs,  and 
giving  them  greater  Strength  to  execute  what  they 
wickedly  devis'd. 

IN  Queen  Elizabeth's  Time,   about  her  43d  k.  James 
Year,    Pope  Clement  VIII.  had   fent  two   Breves  thcJ'lr&'* 
into  England,  one  to  the  ^ofijb  Clergy,  the  other  Rei§n' 
to  the  People  :  In  which  "  he  directs  them,  not 
<c  to  admit   any  Perfon,  how  nearly  foever  allied 
cc  to  the  Crown,  after  the  Queen's  Death,  unle fs 
<c  he  were  not  only  inclin'd  to  tolerate  the  Romijb 
M  Perfuafion,  but  to  advance  and  eftablifh  it  to  the 
<c  utmoft  of  his  Power,  and  would  oblige  himfelf 
ct  by  Oath,  as  his  Anceftors  had  done,  to  perform 
"  the  fame." 

This  Breve  was  communicated  but  to  a  few  : 
For  they  were  grown  to  ttand  in  great  awe  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  But  in  this  was  the  firft  Foun- 
dation laid  for  the  Gunpowder  T'reajbn  Plot. 

King  James  indeed  ftudied  to  gain  the  <PapiJls 
by  fair  Promifes  5  and  wrote  a  Letter  to  the  Pope^ 
promifing  to  connive  at  the  Tapifts  when  he  fhould 
come  to  the  Crown  of  England,  which  Bellarmine 
afterwards  publiftt'd.  But,  it  feems,  the  tPapifis 
did  not  think  That  enough,  or  did  not  think  fit  to 
truft  him. 

T\&Jefuits  and  Seminary  Triefts  grew  very  bold, 
©n  fome  Hopes  they  had  conceiv'd  at  firft  of  the 
King's  favouring  them,  and  being  difcharg'd  from 
feveral  Profecutions  they  lay  under  by  the  Gene- 
ral Pardon  granted  at  the  Coronation  as  was  ufual : 
But  inftead  of  being  mollified  by  this,  they  grew 
more  impatient,  and  engag'd  in  a  Confpiracy  a- 
gainft  the  King,  to  fet  up  the  Lady  Arabella?* 
Title  againft  his :  for  which  Brook,  Lord  Cob- 
ham's  Brother,  and  two  <Priefts  fuffer'd  death.  Upon 
which,  the  King  fet  forth  a  Proclamation,  Com- 
manding  all  fuch  Perfons  to  depart  the  Realm, 
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and  threatning  them  with  the  utmoft  Penalties  of 
the  Laws,  if  ever  any  of  them  were  found  in  it 
thereafter. 

The  Aft         And  an  A  A:  was  made  in  the  firft  Year  of  that 
jjac  1.      King,  for  putting  in  due  and  exa£t  Execution  the 
A£ts  of  Queen  Elizabeth  againft  Jefuits^  Seminary 
'JPriefts,  and   Recttfants.     By  it,  "  there   was   a 
"  Penalty  of  10c/.  laid  on  thofe  who  fhould  fend 
"  any  Child  abroad  to  be  educated  in  one  of  thefe 
u  Semi?zaries :  And  the  Child  fo  fent  and  educa- 
"  ted  abroad  was  difabled  from  inheriting  $  and 
u  all  Trufts  in  his  favour  were  made  void:  And 
"  thofe  who  were  abroad  were  to  return  in  a  Year, 
11  or  to  lie  under  the  fame  Penalty  and  Incapacity 
"  till  they  conformed  :   The  reft  was  explaining 
"  fome  Particulars  in  the  Afts  of  Eliz. 
The  Gun-        In  the  fecond  Year  of  this  King  was  the  famous 
rowoerr  ot- Gunpowder  Plot  laid  and  contrived,   and  was  to 
have  been  executed  on  the  7th  of  February  1604-5, 
but  was  delay'd  by  the  King's  Proroguing  the  Par- 
liament to  the  5th  of  November  following.     I  fhall 
not  enter  into  the  Particulars  of  this  Story,    nor 
of  it's  being  difcover'd  by  Percy's  Letter  to  Lord 
Monteagle,  nor  of  the  Refiftance  made  by  fome  o{ 
the  Confpirators,  who  feeing  the  Plot  difcover'd, 
fled   away  to  'Dttnfmore-Heath  in  Warwick/hire , 
where  they  had  appointed  their  great  Rendez-vous 
under  pretext  of  a  Hunting  Match.     7  he  Defign 
is  well  known  to  have  been,  to  deftroy  the  King, 
and  all  his  Family ,with  thofe  of  the  Lords  apd  Com- 
mons who  were  then  aflembled  5  and  only  to  pre- 
ferve  the  Lady  Elizabeth \  and  to  make  her  Queen, 
that  in  her  Minority  (for  fhe  was  then  an  Infant) 
they  might  re-eftablifh  the  Topijb  Religion    in 
England.      She   was  then  at   Lord   Harington's 
Houfe,  near  Dunfmore-Heath^   which  determin'd 
them   to  pitch  on  that  Place.     They  mounted  a 
Body  of  their  Friends  on  the  Horfes  they  had  pro- 
vided, and  prepared  to  make  Refiftance :  But  the 
Sheriffs  of '  Warwickfhire  and  Worcefterjhire  foon 
mafter'd  them,  killing  fome,  and  taking  the  reft. 
Several  of  them  were  executed,  who  exprefs'd  no 
other  Sorrow,   but  that  their  JDefigns  had  failed 
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of  Succefs.  Guido  Ttiax,  when  Ii£  was  taken  at 
Midnight,  going  into  the  Cellar  under  the  Hoiifs  of 
Lords ,  and  carried  to  the  Cou?2C/l,  confeiled  his  In- 
tention- and  (aid,  He  was  only  ferry  it  was  not 
executed,  and  that  Gcd  would  have  concealed  it, 
but  the  Devil  only  difcovered  it.  To  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  Madnefsand  Fury  had  Eigotted  Principles 
carried  thefe  Men. 

Sir  Everard  \Digby,  who  was  one  of  the  Con- 
fpirators  that  fuffer'd  for  it,  wrote  during  his  Im- 
prifonmei.t  (evcral  Letters,  which  were  preferred 
by  the  Family,  and  have  been  fince  feen  by  feve- 
ral  Perfons  of  Credit  5  exprefTkg  a  great  Concern 
that  he  had  heard  that  fome  of  their  Friends  bla- 
med their  Undertaking,  but  that  he  thought  it  fo 
good  a  Defign,  that  he  would  willingly  have  loft 
many  Lives  in  the  Caufe,  if  he  had  had  them.  So 
deeply  was  he  intoxicated  with  the  Enthufialm  of 
Popery. 

This  Provocation  drew  on  the  Papifts  the  A&s  T^  Aas 
5  Jac,  I.  c.  4.  lv  c.  f .     The  firfc  was,  For  the  bet-  g^1  c * 
tcr  difcovering    and  reproffing  Popi/b  Recufant^ 
It  requires  u  every  Recufant  that  comes  to  Church, 
"  and  conforms,  to  receive  the  Sacrament  once  a 
"  Year,    on  pain   of  forfeiting   20  /.   for  the  firll 
"  Year,    4c  /.  for  the  fecond,    tfc  /.  for  the  third, 
"  and  fo  encreaiing   zcl.  for  every  Year  of  fuch 
<c  OmiiTion  3    and  the  Recufant  having  once  re- 
"  ceiv'd,  is  to  forfeit  60  L  for  every  Year  he  omits 
"  receiving  afterwards  :    By  this  Ail  likewife  the 
"  Juftices  of  Peace  are  empower'd  to  convict  Re-  ■ 
u  cufants,  and  to  hear  and  determine  Matters  con- 
u  cerning  them,  which  by  the  Afts  of  Fliz.  only 
"  the  fajlices   of  Ajfize    could  do  :    (Matters   of 
"  Treafcn  only  excepted  :)     By  this  the  King    is 
"  likewife  empower'd  to  refufe  the  Penalty  ot  20  /. 
<c  a  Month,  and  inftead  of  it  to  take  Two  Thirds 
"  of  the  Offender's  Eftate,  and  detain  thyem  till 
"  he  conforms  ;     It  further  empowers  any  jBiJJjop 
"  with  two  Jujfices  of  Peace  to   tender  an  Gatb 
"  of  Supremacy"  (which  the  AcT:  prescribes  the 
Form  of,   and  is  well  known)  "  to  Perfons  Crnvid, 
"  or  Abfenters  from  the  Sacrament,  or  to  fufpec- 
F  "  ted 
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f*  ted  Perfons  •  and,  on  their  Refiifal,  to  put  them 
cc  in  Prifon  till  the  next  Affixes,  or  SeJJions  $  where 
"  it  fhall  be  again  tendred  to  them,  and  they 
"  made  to  incur  a  Treemunire  on  their  Refufal  to 
"  take  it.  And  befides,  it  is  by  this  Aft  made 
fc  High  'Treafon  to  abfolve  any  from  their  Obe- 
"  dience  to  the  King,  or  to  reconcile  them  to  the 
"  ^Pope  or  See  of  Rome,  or  to  move  them  to  pro- 
"  mife  Obedience  to  any  Foreign  Power,  &c.  And 
"  the  fame,  to  be  fo  abfolv'd  or  reconcil'd,  or  to 
"  make  any  fuch  Promife  willingly  $  except  fuch 
"  Perfons  fubmit,  and  take  the  Oaths." 

The  other  Aft,  in  the  fame  Year,  was,  To  pre- 
vent and  avoid  Dangers  which  may  grow  by  ^Po- 
fijb  Recufants. 

This  Aft  "  offers  a  Part  of  the  Forfeitures  to 
"  Thofe  who  difcover  Recufants  entertaining  Je- 
"  fuits,  &c.  and  where  Mafs  has  been  faid,  and 
"  who  were  prefent,  and  the  Prieft  that  faid  it : 
cc  Recufants  Conviff  are  not  to  come  to  Court,  but 
"  on  a  fpecial  Command,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
"  100  /,  And  all  who  fhall  have  abfented  from 
"  Church  three  Months  fhall  remove  ten  Miles 
<c  from  London,  and  give  their  Names  to  the  Lord 
"  Mayor  or  juflices,  on  pain  of  100/.  Forfeit- 
"  excepting  Tradefmen  who  have  no  other  Dwel- 
"  ling  :  And  Recufants  are  forbid  to  travel  above 
<c  five  Miles  from  the  Place  of  their  Abode,  with- 
"  out  a  Licence  from  the  King,  or  three  of  the 
"  Council,  or  from  four  Jufices  of^Peace  of  the 
"  County  where  they  live,  with  the  Affent  of  the 
"  Bijhop,  Lord  Lieutenant,  or  any  Deputy  Lieu- 
"  tenant  of  the  fame  County;  Offenders  againft 
u  this  are  to  fiaffer  as  Recufants  Conviff,  and  to 
"  forfeit  as  in  i^Eliz.  c.  2.  By  this  Aft  Tapifts 
"  are  reftrain'd  from  exercifing  the  Profeflion  of 
c  Zazv  or  Thyfck,  or  any  Publick  Office  in  any 
"  Court  of  Juftice,  or  ferving  as  Officers  by  Sea 
"  or  Land  :  And  are  to  be  difabled  as  Perfons 
;■  excommunicate.  The  Law  is  extended  to  mar- 
x  ried  Women  and  Widows ;  and  feveral  Penal- 
■c  ties  are  laid  on  them  for  particular  Offences  a- 
>A  gajnft  the  Mt  of  Uniformity:  Befides,  all  who 
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u  are  fent  to  be  educated  abroad,  are  difabled 
"  from  receiving  any  Gift  or  Conveyance,  &c.  of 
"  any  Lands,  Hereditaments,  &c.  unlefs  at  eigh- 
11  teen  Years  of  Age  they  take  the  Oath  of  Supre- 
<c  macy  prefcribed  in  the  former  Aft  :  The  next 
u  of  Kin  is,  till  they  take  that  Oath,  to  receive 
"  the  Profits  of  the  faid  Lands,  &c.  to  account  to 
M  the  Owner  for  them  if  the  Owner  conform  : 
"  And  a  Penalty  of  ioo  /.  is  laid  on  any  who  fend 
"  Children  fo  abroad.  The  fame  Difability  is  ex- 
<c  tended  to  all  who  are  beyond  Sea,  and  do  not 
<c  return  in  fix  Months,  and  take  tfye  Oath,  till 
44  they  conform.  There  are  fome  Claufes  againft 
"  tPopiJb  Books  and  Reliques,  laying  a  fmall  Fine 
44  on  thofe  that  import  them  :  By  this  A61  all 
<c  Armour,  Powder,  and  Munition,  was  to  be  ta- 
<c  ken  from  Recufants  ConviEt,  by  Warrant  from 
14  four  Jnfiices  of  Teace  at  their  Quarter  Seffiom  : 
44  And  if  they  conceal  or  refufe  to  deliver  it,  it 
44  was  to  be  forfeited,  and  the  Recufants,  to  be  im> 
<c  prifon'd  for  three  Months :  And  further,  <Pa- 
"  pifts  Conviffi  are  difqualified  from  being  Guar- 
44  dians,  Executors,  or  Adminiftrators,  but  the 
44  next  of  Kin  who  conforms  is  to  take  their  Place, 
44  and  a£i  as  Guardian.'* 

Thefe  were  the  only  fevere  A6ls  made  againft  The  AS 
Tapifls  during  this  Reign,  except  one  in  the  7  th?  ?**•*• 
Year  of  this  King*  "  obliging  all  Perfons  to  take 
44  the  Oaths  of  Allcgia?zce  and  Supremacy,  making 
"  the  Refufal  a  ^rtemunire  $  and  ordaining  that 
44  married  Women,  being  ^apifts  Convi6l>  fhall 
44  be  committed  to  Prifon  till  they  conform  •  or 
44  their  Husbands  pay  10/.  a  Month,  or  a  third 
44  part  of  their  Lands  and  Tenements,  as  long  as 
44  they,  remaining  Recufants,  continue  out  of  Pri- 
44  fon." 

Probably  this  Aft  was  made  on  fome  hew  In- 
trigues difcover'd  among  the  Tapifts  here,  or  per- 
haps on  the  Murder  of  Henry  the  IVth  of  Francs 
by  RavillaC)  who  Vas  fet  on  by  the  Jefuits  to 
commit  that  foul  Crime  ;  which  gave  every  bo~ 
dy  a  Horrour  at  their  Order,  and  all  that  adhered 
to  them.  It  produced  a  Proclamation  againft  Je- 
?  %  fuiti 
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fuits  and  Priefls,  "  commanding  tliem  out  of  the 
tc  Kingdom,   and  all  Recufants  to  their  Homes, 
cc  and  not  to  come  within  Ten  Miles  of  the  Court  -? 
u  and  likewife  requiring  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to 
"  be  taken  by   all  Perfons :"    Which  the  Parlia- 
ment, both  Lords  and  Commons,   began,  and  were 
followed  in  by  the  reft  of  the  People. 
Great  Gen-        But  during  this  whole  Reign,  after  the  few  Fx- 
%£abiL t0    amP*es  made  on  ^e  Gunpowder  Plot,  great  Gen- 
^   s'       tlenefs   was  ufed  towards  Papifts.      Numbers   of 
Priejls,  that  had  been  taken,  were  difcharged  and 
tranfrorted  »by  order  of  Council.     This  was   im- 
puted by  fbme  to  the  King's  Apprehenfion  of  their 
attempting  defperate  things  againft  his  Perfcn.   O- 
thers   attributed   it  to  a  fecret  Inclination  he  had 
to  (Popery  5  which  Sufpicion  was  encreafed  by  his 
treating  firft  with  Spain,   and  then  treating    and 
concluding  with   France,    a  Match   for  his   Son, 
'Prince  Charles  5  and  from  his  neglecting  the  Pro- 
teflant  Intereft  in  Germany,  which  was  ruin'd  by 
the  Misfortunes  of  the  King  of  'Bohemia,  who  had 
married  King  James's  only  Daughter,  and  yet  re- 
ceived no  Affiftance  from  him. 
The  Lords       Thefe  Jealoufies  and  Fears  drew  the  Two  Peti- 
and  Com-    tions  that  were  made  to  that  King  by  both  Lords 
tio°n  ^he*1'  anc^  Commons  jointly,  on  a  Conference  between  the 
Kingagainft  two  Houfes,   the  laft  Year  but  one  of  his  Reign, 
the  |#j  ^he  SpaniJJj  Match  then  going* off,  and  the  French 
*pl  s*  one  coming  on:)    In  one  of  which  they  "  pray'd 
"  his  Majefty  to  execute  the  Laws  againft  Jefuits, 
<c  <rpr'iejis^  anJ  Pcpijh  Rcc?/fants ,"    and,   in  the 
other,  <c  That  his  Majefty  would,  on  no  Occafion 
"  of  Marriage  or  Treaty,    or  any  Requefl  from 
"  any  Foreign  Power,  flacken  or  take  away  the 
"  Execution  of  the  Laws  againft  them." 
K.  James         The  King  anfwer'd  them  in  fair  Words,  promi- 
favours  the  fing  to  comply  with  their  Defires  •  but  was  fo  ea- 
Papifts,        gerly  fet  on  the  marrying  his  Son  to  the  Princefs 
Henrietta  Maria  (the  Daughter  of  Henry  the  IVth 
of  France,    and  Sifter  of  Lewis  the  XHIth,  the 
then  King,)  that,  norwithftanding  his  Promifcs  to 
his  Parliament,  he  ftipulated  with  the  French  fe- 
deral great  Immunities  for  the  Papifts  here  5    as 
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appears  by  the  Articles  fealed  and  fworn  to  by  him 
a  few  Months  before  his  Death. 

INDEED  in  the  next  Reign,   the  unhappy  K. Charles 
Influence  of  a  Popijb  Queen  on  a  King,  who  was  IlVs  &cign« 
certainly  no  (papift  himfelf,  but  was  too  eafily  led 
by  others  to  his  own  Ruin,  was  the  Caufe  that  but 
one  Art  appears  againfl:  them  in  this  Reign  :  That 
of  the  ;d  Year  of  K.  Ch.  I.  againfl:  breeding  Youth 
in  PopijJj  Seminaries  beyond  Sea,  (the  Art  i  jfac.  THe  Aft 
I.  c.  4.    having  proved  ineffectual,)     "  difabiing  s  Car.  I. 
"  All  who  fhall  fend  any  Perfons,  or  be  fent,  be- 
"  yond  Sea  to  any  fuch  Seminary,  from  fuing,  be- 
"  ing  Executors,  Legatees,  or  bearing  any  Offices ; 
"  and  forfeiting  all  their  Goods  and  Chattels,   and 
"  their  Lands,  i£c  during  Life  :  Only  if  any  fuch 
"  Perfon,w7ho  has  been  abroad, fhould  in  fix  Months 
<c  after  his  Return  conform,  he  was  not  to  incur 
"  thofe  Penalties,  but  was  to  have  his  Lands,  c5'c. 
<c  reftored  to  him.'5 

I  fhall  fay  no  more  of  the  Conduct  of  the  Pa-  TheCordua 
pifts  in  this  unhappy  Reign-  not  becaufe  they  l^d^?^^5 
more  peaceable  and  quiet  Lives,  but  becaufe  their.Reign  of 
Tranfartions  were  morefecret,  and,  they  having  the  K-  Cbd'rT*  I. 
Court  on  their  fide,  fo  far  at  leaf!:  as  always  to  co- 
ver them,    never  broke  out  into  open  and  evident 
Artions.     And  my  Intention  is  not  to  charge  the 
<Papifis  with   Surmifes   and    Sufpicions,   but   only 
with  their  known  and  undeniable  Practices.     I  fay 
nothing   here   of  the  Irijh   Majjacre,    becaufe  I 
have  confin'd  my  felf  at  prefent  to  confider  only 
the  Conduct  of  the  Papifts  in  England.     And,  tho^ 
I  verily  believe  the  Defigns  the  Papifts  were  en- 
gaged in  during  this  Reign  were   wcrfe,  and  re- 
ally more  dangerous,  than  any  they  ever  had  been 
in    fince  the  Reformation  3   yet  as    they  found  a 
way  to  draw  in  that  unfortunate  Prince  to  work 
their  Ground  before  them,  and  to  expofe  himfelf 
on  their  account,  they  muft  lie  in  a  manner  cover'd 
under  his  Protertion,  and  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  his 
having  in  effert  (utfer'd  for  his  Eafinefs  to  them. 

BUTas  the  Tragical  End  of  King  Charts  the  The  Effea* 
Firft,   and  the  Succefs  of  the   Parliament  againft  %^™l 
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his  Son  Charles  the  Second,,  forced  the  Princes  of 
our  Royal  Family  out  of  England,  and  threw  them 
into  the  Arms  of  Popery ;  fo  the  next  two  Reigns 
were  fpent  in  continual  Struggles  between  the 
Court  and  the  Country  for  and  againft  our  Reli- 
gion, and,  in  confequence  of  That,  our  Liberty  : 
In  the  one  Reign  indeed  carried  on  with  greater 
Artifice,  and  deeper  Diffimulation  :  In  the  other, 
with  more  open  Violence  and  Illegality.  And  in 
thefe  Reigns  I  fhall  not  enter  into  the  fecret 
Defigns  of  the  Papifts,  but  only  examine  thofe 
Actions  of  theirs  which  came  to  light. 

K. Charles        THERE  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  Reign 
lid's  Reign,  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  juft  after  the  Aft  of 
Uniformity  took  place,    and  the  Nonconformists 
were  outed  of  their  "Benefices,  a  Defign  fet  on  foot 
The  Papifts  by  the  Earl  of  Srifwl,  and  the  Popiflo  Party,   to 
lemtfon  T°" move  &r  a  general  Toleration  for  both  Papifts  and 
Nonconformifts.  And  in  compliance  with  this  Lord, 
The  King's  the  King  fet  out  his  Declaration  in  the  Tear  1662, 
Declaration  M  promifing  to  find  out  Ways  to  temper  the  Seve- 
favour*       "  cities  of  the  Laws,  and  to  make  all  his  Subjects 
"  eafy  under  them."     The  Nonconformifts,  who 
were  poffefs'd  with  the  Jealoufy  of  the  King's  be- 
ing a  Papift,  were  very  cold  in  receiving  it.     And 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  and  the  "Bijhops,   oppofed 
it  warmly. 
A  Scheme        That  great  Man,  the  Earl  0$ Clarendon,  (to  whofe 

to  divide  the  ttr.n         ^     j  T  '.  «  .     ^T     . 

Pabijh.  Wiidom  and  Integrity  this  .Nation  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  owes  its  prefentReligious  and  Civil  Liberties,) 
went  into  another  Scheme  that  was  offer'd  by  fome 
of  the  more  moderate  Papifts  $  which  was,  to  To- 
lerate only  thofe  who  would  take  the  Oath  of  Al- 
legiance, and  renounce  the  Pope's  depofing  Power, 
and  to  allow  only  Secular  Priefts  in  England,  and 
ilricrfcly  forbid  the  Kingdom  to  all  Regulars,  efpe- 
cially  to  Jefuits,  under  the  fevereft  Penalties  of 
the  Law. 

But  this  was  rejected  by  the  Bulk  of  the  Popijh 
Party,  as  a  Project  to  divide  them  among  them- 
felves,  and  had  only  a  few  poor,  honeft,  difregard- 
ed  Papifts  to  appear  for  it.  And  the  Pope's  Inter- 
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nuncio  at  Sruffels  cenfured  thofe  who  went  into 
this  Scheme,  as  Enemies  to  the  'Papal  Authority. 

It  appeared  plainly  by  This,  that  the  Bulk  of  But  the  P*- 
the  Papifis  did  not  intend  to  fatisfy  themfelvesi^f  »-  . 
with  Toleration,  but  were  refolved  to  afpire  to^n 
Dominion.  And  rinding  the  Duke  of  York  to  be 
truly  and  cordially  in  their  Intereft,  and  fo  addic- 
ted to  Popery,  that  he  was  ready  to  facrifice  every 
thing  to  its  Service,  they  adhered  clofely  to  Him, 
till  at  laft  they  funk  him  with  their  Weight.  The 
Elder  Brother,  King  Charles  the  Second,  was  as 
much  Theirs,  as  it  appear'd  at  his  Death  :  But,  as 
he  would  often  expreis  himfelf,  he  had  not  a  mind 
to  travel  again.  He  would  not  hazard  his  Crown 
to  gratify  his  Confcience.  And  the  Earl  of  Cla- 
rendon ^  very  foon  after  the  Restoration,  deterred 
him  from  any  open  Attempt  in  favour  of  Popery^ 
by  fecretly  (Hiring  up  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to 
oner  a  Bill  againft  calling  Him  a  Papiff,  or  a  Fa- 
vourer of  Popery  5  fhowing  him  by  That  how  o- 
dious  Popery  was  to  the  whole  Nation,  and  how 
hazardous  any  fuch  Attempt  would  be  to  himfelf. 

Whether  the  Papifts  were  the  Authors  of  thePrefumP- 
Fire  of  London,  which  happen'd  in  this  Reign,  ^Va^fis 
or  what  View  they  might  have  in  it,  I  fhall  not  burnt  ton- 
take  upon  me  to  judge.  Nor  fhall  I  charge  them  don- 
with  what  was  not  fully  proved  upon  them.  I 
fhall  only  fay  this,  that  there  were  then  fuch 
ftrong  Preemptions  of  it,  that  fome  of  the  beft 
and  moft  impartial  Men  believed  it.  A  French 
tpapift,  Hubert,  fuffer'd  for  it,  and  confefs'd  it  to 
his  Death  5  and  told  fo  many  Circumitances  about 
it,  fhewing  the  very  Place  where  he  had  be- 
gun it,  that  it  was  not  eafy  to  disbelieve  him,  tho 
the  Diflurbance  which  the  Horrour  of  the  Aftion 
and  the  Fear  of  Death  threw  him  into  made  his 
Account  very  confus'd,  and  made  many  believe 
that  he  was  diftracted.  But  his  Account  was  the 
more  believed  for  another  Circumitance  which 
came  out  about  the  fame  time.  One  Grant,  a  Pa- 
fifl,  who  had  work'd  himfelf  into  a  Share  in  the 
Management  of  the  Ne-zv-River,  which  fupplied 
London  with  Water,  had  gone  to  Ifihigton,  where 
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the  Heads  of  the  Pipes  lay,  the  Saturday  before 
the  Fire  broke  out  in  London  5  and,  calling  for  the 
Keys  of  the  Room  where  the  Pipes  lay,  went  into 
it,  and  coming  out  again  (but  the  Door,  and  went 
away,  carrying  the  Keys  along  with  him.  Next 
Day,  when  the  Fire  was  kindled  in  the  Town,  and 
they  broke  up  the  Streets  to  come  at  the  Pipes  for 
Water,  they  found  them  dry.  And,  while  a  good 
deal  9f  time  was  loft  between  fending  to  IJlington 
to  let  out  the  Water,  and  the  Water's  flowing  to 
Town  thro  the  Pipes,  the  Fire  had  made  too  great 
Progrefs  to  be  eafily  ftopp'd.  The  Officer  of  the 
Works  affirmed,  he  had  fet  the  Water  a  going,  and 
that  none  but  Grant  had  had  the  Keys,  or  gone 
in:  And  Grant  own'd  he  went  in,  and  had  carried 
away  the  Keys  by  Forgetfulnefs  5  but  denied  that 
he  had  turn'd  the  Cocks,  or  ftopp'd  the  Water. 

There  was  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Honfe 
of  C-vniTicns  to  enquire  into  the  Authors  of  the 
Burning  of  London :  But  they  found  no  Proofs  ftrong 
enough  to  charge  it  certainly  upon  the  <Papifis: 
And  fo  nothing  againfc  them  follow 'd  upon  it.  In 
which  the  great  Temper  of  the  Nation  was  moft 
remarkable,  that  would  not  run  into  Severities  up- 
on Prefumptions  and  Conjectures. 
TheDefgns  But  the  Tapifts  could  not  fit  eafy.  The  King 
of  the  Fa-  had  made  an  Alliance  with  France  in  the  Year 
^T5mi672'  16^2  ;  in  which  the  Advantage  the  French  were 
to  make  was,  The  Deftruflion  of  Holland,  and  of 
the  <P  rot  eft  ant  Intereft  abroad,  and  fo  to  make  way 
for  an  Univerfal  Monarchy,  which  was  then  the 
French  Scheme  3  and  in  confequence  of  that,  an 
Univerfal  Religion.  And  the  only  Advantage  fti- 
pulated  for  our  King'was,  To  make  himfelf  Abfo- 
lute  at  home,  and  Independent  on  Parliaments, 
and  to  have  Zealand  for  his  fhare,  as  foon  as  Hol- 
land ihould  be  conquer'd. 

D^iStSn  Ancl  that  n  mignt  *pPear  t0  a11  the  World,  that 
fufpending  the  chief  View  even  of  the  Abfolute  Power  aim'd 
the  Penal  at  by  our  Court  at  home  was,  To  reftore  Qopery, 
^Imft  iv  $*?  King  was  prevail'd  on  to  open  the  Scene  here 
0s.  with  a  ^Declaration,  not  like  the  former  one,  tel- 

ling only  what  he  intended,  but  direftly  fufpending 
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the  Execution  of  all  Penal  Laws,  both  &2Ah&<PdpiJti 
and  Nonconformifls,  (which  laft  were  added  only  to 
cover  the  former.)  The  King  thought  all  was  fure, 
the  King  of  France  having;  made  his  way  into  Hoi- 
land,  almoft  without  Oppofitibn,  every  thing  plyitfg 
before  him. 

But  the  beft-laid  Defigns  fometimes  fail.  The 
King  of  France  knew  not  how  to  life  Victory,  and 
the  whole  Defign  mifcarried  5  and,  as  every  one 
knows,  was  defeated  by  the  invincible  Spirit,  and 
Conduft  of  the  young  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  Parliament  in  England  meeting  again  in  the  The  Aft 
Year  1673$  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  who  now  faw  zc>  c*>-  H» 
^Popery  and  Slavery  preparing,  and  almoft  made  rea- c,a' 
dy,  for  them,  at  their  flrft  Meeting  voted  the  cDecla- 
ratio7i  Illegal:  And,  tho'  at  firft  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
aflerted  the  'Declaration,  a  Bill  was  carried  againft 
the  Tapifts,  "  requiring  all  Perfons,  who  had,  or 
"  ihould  have,  any  Office  Civil  or  Military,  or  any 
"  Truft  or  Pay  from  the  King,  or  were  in  the  Service 
"  or  Houfhold  of  the  King,  or  the  Duke  of  Tork,  to 
"  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supremacy,  the 
"  next  Term,  or  next  Quarter-Seffions,  after  they 
"  enter'd  into  any  fuch  Place  or  Office,  and  within 
u  three  Months  to  take  the  Sacrament  in  the  Church 
"  of  England,  and  deliver  to  the  Court  in  which  they 
"  took  their  Oath  a  Certificate  under  the  Hand  of  the 
*'  Minifter  and  Churchwarden  of  their  having  fo  re- 
c<  ceiv'd,  and  were  further  to  prove  it  by  two  Wit- 
li  neffes  upon  Oath  :  And  this  on  pain  of  being  inca- 
4C  pable  of  the  Office  $  and,  if  they  executed  it  after 
ct  fiich  Neglefl;,  of  being  difabled  to  fue,  be  Guar- 
<c  dians,  Executors,  or  Legatees,  or  to  bear  any  Of- 
li  flee  for  the  future  5  and  to  forfeit  500  /.  to  go  to  the 
cC  Informer  and  Convi&er  :  And  Parents,  tho'not  Re- 
<c  cufantSy  fuffering  their  Children  to  be  Popijhiy 
<c  educated,  were  to  be  difabled  ftom  holding  any 
<c  Office  in  Ghurch  or  State  5  and  the  Children  fo  edu- 
"  cated  the  fame,  till  they  conform'd,  and  took  the 
"  Oaths,  and  received  the  Sacrament :  And  the  De- 
"  claration  againft  T'ranfubflantiatidn  was  further  re- 
"  quir'd,  under  the  aforefaid  Penalties,  to  be  taken 
"  along  with  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supre- 
"  macy." 

G  Here 
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Here  is  a  Penal  A£i,  (tor  fo  I  mufi  own  It  to  be, 
fince  it  difqualifies  Men  for  fcrving  their  Country,  or 
being  employ'd  by  their  Prince,)  Here,  I  fay,  is  a 
Penal  Afl:  againft  <Pafiifts :  Not,  as  it  had  been  in 
former  Times,  to  fecure  the  Crown  and  Government 
againft  the  Machinations  of  the  <Papifis>  but  really  and 
truly  to  fecure  the  Nation,  and  the  Church  of  Eng- 
Imid,  from  the  Intentions  which  the  Court  had,  a 
little  too  haftily,  reveal'd  in  their  favour.  It  was 
more  an  Afl:  to  difable  the  King  from  employing 
'TapftSy  than  to  punifh  the  Tapijls  with  an  Incapa- 
city. 

And  tho'  the  King  gave  w7ay  to  his  Parliament, 
and  pafs'd  this  Aft,  which  was  call'd  the  T'efi-AEi  ~7 
and  this  by  the  Advice  of  the  French  Court,  who 
preferr'd  the  King's  getting  Money  of  the  Parlia- 
ment on  any  Condition,  and  fo  being  able  to  bear  a 
fhare  in  the  Expence  of  the  War,  which  the  French 
and  we  were  then  jointly  engag'd  in  againft  Holland^ 
to  their  Religion,  and  the  Support  of  their  Friends 
in  England :  let  the  Topiflo  Party,  it  feems,  could 
not  forgive  the  King  his  Compliance  in  paffing  the 
Bill  5  or  elfe,  did  not  truft  him  $  or  would  not  have 
patience,  till  he  fliould  be  able  to  bring  about  their 
Ends  more  effectually,  and  more  fecurely. 
The  Popiili  Thefe  Sentiments  of  the  ^afifis  came  to  be  known 
flot.  when   the  Topjh  (Plot  broke  out  in  the  Year  1678  5 

and  when  Coleman  s  Letters  were  feiz'd,  (thofe  of 
them  which  he  in  his  hurry  had  not  convey'd  away. 
with  the  reft,  which  were  thofe  relating  to  the  Years 
jtf74,  7  f%  and  the  beginning  of  76.)  In  thefe  Letters, 
the  Defign  of  rooting  out  the  Teftilent  Norther?!  He- 
refy  is  fpoken  of  as  being  very  near  the  Execution  5 
the  Duke's  Zeal  extoll'd  •  and  the  King's  inconftant 
and  venal  Temper  reflected  upon  feverely. 

I  fliall  not  charge  the  (Papijts  with  all  the  things  of 
which  the  Witneffes  accus'd  them,  nor  enter  into  the 
Examination  of  the  Evidence  on  which  fo  many  loft 
their  Lives.  But  it  anfwers  my  purpofe  fuificiently, 
that  it  was  plain  from  Coleman  s  Letters,  and  from 
many  other  Circumftances  in  the  Courfe  of  that  Af- 
fair, that  could  not  have  been  mere  Forgeries,  that 
there  was  a  Defign  on  foot  among  the  (Papifts,  to 
force  a  Change  of  Religion,  and  the  Eftabliftiment 
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of  *Pofer\\  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  by  a  Foreign  Force 
and  Affiftance.  And,  whether  it  was  mention 'd  a- 
mong  the  Confpirators,  or  not,  to  murder  the  King  ^ 
it  is  plain,  that  the  Defign  muft  have'ended  in  That, 
unlefs  he  fhould  have  given  way  to  their  Demands, 
or  was  engaged  with  them  underhand.  For  it  is  not 
to  be  fuppos'd,  That  People  will  procure  an  Invafion 
from  abroad,  and  foment  a  Rebellion  at  home,  and 
yet  be  tender  of  the  Perfon  of  a  Prince  that  ftands 
in  their  way.  And  befides,  it  is  enough  for  my 
Point,  if  it  appear'd,  that  there  was  then  a  Confpira- 
cy  plainly  form'd  againft  the  Religious  and  Civil 
Rights  of  our  Country,  whether  the  King's  Life  was 
aim'd  at,  or  whether  he  was  fecretly  favouring  it, 
tho'  it  was  in  appearance  againft  himfelf. 

The  Murder  of  Sir  Ldmundbury  Godfrey,  which 
was  evidently  flx'd  upon  the  'Pahiffs,  fhew'd  that 
they  were  not  innocent  of  all  the  other  wicked  De- 
figns  charg'd  upon  them  ;  and  which  that  Knight  h&d 
been  too  zealous  in  enquiring  into  5  and  was  thought 
to  have  known  too  much  of  for  his  own  Safety  from 
Coleman,  with  whom  he  was  obferv'd  to  have  con- 
vers'd  long,  juit  before  he  (Coleman)  was  made  clofe 
Prifoner  5  and  upon  it  had  exprefs'd  great  Apprehen- 
sions of  Danger  to  himfelf  from  the  Papijls,  tho'  he 
was  well  known  not  to  be  a  very  fearful  Man. 

This  Plot  drew  down  upon  the  Papifis  a  new  Teft-  Tfl^  Teft- 
.A^ftrongerthan  the  former  one.  By  this  A&,"  every  nf Jf*?** 
<c  Member  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament  was  to  take  (Stat.  ».) 
<c  publickly  in  either  Houfe  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance 
"  and  Supremacy,  and  to  fubferibe  an  ampler  Decla- 
<c  ration,  than  by  the  former  Teft-Aci  was  appointed, 
u  not  only  againft  T'ranfitbjtantiat'mi,  but  iikewife 
"  againft  the  Adoration  of  the  Virgin  Mary  or  Saints, 
"  and  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Maps,  without  any  Equi- 
u  vocation  or  Refervation,  or  Difpenfation  from  the 
"  Pope,  or  Hopes  of  being  abfolv'd  by  him  from  it  : 
i(  And  every  one,  not  having  taken  thefe  Oaths  and 
ic  fubferib'd  this  Declaration,  or  any  Papifi  Conviff, 
Ci  who  fhould  come  to  Court,  was  to  fuffer  the  Penal- 
<c  ty  of  the  Aft,  unlefs  he  took  the  Oaths  and  De- 
"  claration  the  next  Term  after  :  The  Penalty  of  the 
ic  A6t  was,  To  be  judg'd  a  Popijh  Recujant  ConviB, 
"  and  to  incur  all  the  Penalties  and  Difabilities  of  fuch 
G  z  "  a 
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"  one,  together  with  a  Fine  of  500  /.  for  every  Of- 
"  fence,  to  go   to  the  Informer  :  And  any  Lord  or 
"  Commoner,  fitting  without    qualifying  himfelf  as 
"  the  A£l  prefcrihed,  was  to  be  over  and  above  dif- 
u  abled  from   fitting  during  that   Parliament  :  And 
"  the  Lords  or  Commons  might  oblige  any  of  their 
"  refpe&ive  Members  to  take  thefe  Oaths,  and  fub- 
"  fcribe  this  Declaration,  as   they  fhould  fee  occa- 
"  fion  :  And  all  fworn  Servants  to  the  King  or  Queen 
<c  were   to  qualify  themfelves   according  to  the    laft 
"  ^Tefl-Aci  $  and  coming  to  Court  without  fo  doing, 
"  were  to  fuffer  the  Penalties  of  this  Aft :  There 
u  was  aprovifo  for  the  Queen,  mne  Portuguese,  and 
ct  nine  Englijh^  Women  about  her  :  And  another,  for 
".the  Duke  of  Tork  (who  on  the  laft Teft- Aft  had 
"  declared  himfelf  a  Papifl  :)  And  all  Offenders  a- 
"  gainft  this  Aft  were  to  be  reliev'd  from  the  Penal- 
"  ties  of  it,  upon  their  coming  in,  and  taking  the 
"  Oaths,  and  making  the  Submiffion,  requir'd." 
The  great        Upon  the  whole,  the  Aft  could  not  have  been  con- 
<ien^Ie^fs   ceiv'd  gentler,  considering  the  Provocation,  and  the; 
tion  to  the  viable  Danger  the  Nation  was  in  from  Popery  5  hav- 
Ia0s,       ing  a  King    en  the  Throne,  who  was  thought,  and 
afterwards  appear'd  to  be,  a  Papifi  in  his  Heart,  and 
a  Succeffor  that  was  an  avow'd  one.     And  yet  with 
all  this  no  Execution  of  the  fevere  Laws  in  force  a- 
gainft  Popijh  Recufants  was  commanded  by  this  Aft. 
It  was  thought  enough,  to  difable  them  from  holding 
Places,  without  hurting  them  any  further. 

How  this  Gentleneis  was  return'd,  the  next  Reign 
began  to  fhow  :  I  fay,  began,  becaufe  there  was  not 
time  given  the  Papifts  to  fhow  it  quite.  And  per- 
haps had  they  had  a  little  more  time,  and  had  dif- 
cover'd  the  true  Vifage  of  'Popery  to  a  longer  and 
more  perfect  View,  it  would  have  made  deeper  Im- 
preffion,  and  not  have  worn  out  of  People's  Minds  fo 
foon,  as  it  feems  to  have  done. 

I  fhall  fay  no  more  of  this  Reign,  becaufe  the 
Conduct  of  the  Patifts  after  this  time  was  more  fe- 
cret,  they  having  the  Court  on  their  fide.  Nor  fhall 
i  mention  the  Sufpicions  there  were  of  their  Poifon- 
ing  K.  Charlii'tht  II?,  on  fome  Intelligence  they  got 
of  a  Defign  he  had  form'd  to  make  up  all  Differences 
with  his  People,  in  which  they  reckon'd  he  would 
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have  made'Popery  the  firft  Sacrifice  :  becaufe,  how 
well  grounded  fbever  thefe  Sufpicions  may  be,  they 
amount  to  no  more  than  Sufpicions,  that  the  Tapifis 
poifon'd  him  5  tho'  there  was  much  more  than  Sufpi- 
cion,  (very  good  grounds  to  believe,)  that  he  was  poi- 
fon'd. 

I  fkould  now  go  thro'  the  Reign  of  K.  James  H-*;.^£" 
But  I  Jhall  pafs  lightly  over  it,  that   I  may  not  ag-  Re!gn%  s 
gravate  the  Misfortunes  of  that  unhappy  and  mil- 
guided  Prince. 

He  was  link'd  to  the  Roman  Catholicks,  and  to  the 
wprft  Party  of  them,  That  of  the  Jefnits :  As  ap- 
pear'd  by  the  unwary  Letter  of  the  Liege  Fathers  to  The  Liegs 
their  Brethren  of  Friburg  in  Switzerland,  which  was 
unluckily  brought  to  light.  In  it  they  mention  cc  the 
"  King's  being  receiv'd  into  a  Communication  of  the 
"  Merits  of  their  Order,  and  becoming  a  Son  of  their 
"  Society  5  that  he  affur'd  them  he  was  concern'd  for 
<(  their  lnterefls  equally  with  his  own  $  that  he  was 
<c  refolv'd  on  Converting  the  Nation,  or  dying  a 
"  Martyr  in  the  Attempt." 

And  thus  was  this  weak  unfortunate  Prince  wrought  The  Con- 
upon  by  his  "Bigotry  to  loofe  his  Crown  for  the  Service  pj*^^ 
of  his  Church.    His  Reign,  fhort  as  it  was,  was  a  conti-  this  Reign, 
nued  Courfe  of  violent  Weaknefs,  of  cruel  and  illegal, 
but  unfteady  Counfels.  The  Jefiiits,  his  chief  Counfel- 
lors,  feem'd  to  be  driven  by  a  kind  of  fatal  Infatuation 
to  difcover,  what  they  fhould  in  Policy  have  diffembled 
till  they  were  more  fure  of  Succefs.     They  had  ac- 
quir'd  a  Reputation  in  the  World  for  Cunning  and 
Artifice  :    But   they   fhow'd  by  their  Management, 
now  they  had  Power  in  their  hands,  that  they  had  no 
more  of  the   Wifdom  of  the  Serpent,   than  of  the 
Harmlejfnefs  of  the  Dove.     They  betray 'd  a  rafh, 
unguarded,  ignorant,  and  infolent  Character,  which 
the  World  had  never  conceiv'd  of  them  before. 

But  I  will  fay  no  more  of  this  fhort  and  contemp- 
tible Reign,  which  lafted  juft  long  enough  to  let  us 
fee  what  we  were  to  expefl:  from  the  Dominion  of 
tPapiftSj  but  not  long  enough  to  make  us  feel  it,  and 
remember  it.  Perhaps,  if  it  had  lafted  a  little  lon- 
ger, we  fhould  have  leen  fewer  Jacobites  than,  it  is 
to  be  fear'dj  are  at  this  day  in  the  Nation. 

Leaving 
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SiLRev°"  Leaving  therefore  this  Ignoble  Scene,  I  /hall  pafs 
on  to  conhder  what  has  been  the  Behaviour  of  the 
Tapifis  among  us  iince  the  great  Difappointment  they 
received  by  the  Revolution 5  which  reftor'd  Us  to  our 
Religious  and  our  Civil  Liberty,  and  did  the  <Papifts 
no  other  injury,  than  that  of  nreventing  them  from  en- 
slaving us  in  the  State,  and  perfecuting  us  in  the 
Church. 
\  ^lui™  ^ne  wou^  expeft  *n  the  next  Reign  feverer  Laws 
Keign.  S  againft  Tapifts  than  ever  yet  had  been  made,  after 
the  Provocations  of  the  former  Reign.  But  King 
JVtlliam's  natural  Gentlenefi,  and  the  Good-Nature 
that  is  fo  remarkable  in  Englifymen,  fbon  got  the 
better  of  any  Refentment,  which  the  Infolence  and 
Cruelty  of  the  former  Topijh  Government  had  very 
juftly  rais'd  in  the  Minds  of  moft  Men. 
Gicat  Gen-  All  that  wasdone  was, to  keep  up  the  Qualifications 
trJltnjh.  requir'd  by  the  Zeft-Jtfsof  K. Charles  the  Second: 
which  was  no  more  than  hindring  the  Tapifts  from 
hurting  us  5  iince  we  did  not  intend  to  hurt  them  any 
further,  provided  they  would  live  quietly  and  peace- 
ably among  us. 

It  was  indeed  not  thought  fafe  to  allow  the  Capitis 
to  fwarm  about  London,  or  to  be  poffefs'd  of  Arms  or 
llorfes  for  Service.  So  two  A£ls  pafs'd  in  the  firft 
The  Aas  Year  of  William  and  Mary :  The  one,  "  empowering 
i$.&Js.""  ^e  liord  Mayor  of  London,  and  the  Juftices  of 
"  Peace  round  about  it,  to  feize  all  Perfons  fufpefted 
"  to  be'Papifts,  and  to  tender  them  the  Declaration 
"  againft  Tranfiibftantiation,  &c.  in  30  Car.  2.  c.  1. 
"  And  on  their  refufing  it,  they  are  to  remove  Ten 
"  Miles  from  London  under  pain  of  fuffering  and  for- 
"  feiting  as  Topijh  Recufants  Conviff:  And  all  fuch 
"  fufpefted  Perfons,  if  they  further  refufe  the  faid 
4C  Declaration,  in  the  King's  Bench,  or  Quarter 
"  Seffions,  (to  one  of  which  every  Juflice  of  the 
f1  Peace  is  by  the  A£t  oblig'd  to  return  the  Names 
"  of  both  Subfcribcrs  and  Refufers,)  are  to  be  ad- 
"  judg'd  <PopiJh  Recufants  Convi6i  :  Tradefmen  who 
"  have  no  other  Dwelling  are  excepted,  in  cafe  they 
<c  certify  their  Names  and  Places  of  Abode  at  the 
"  Quarter  Seffions  by  a  certain  Day." 

The  other  A6t  was,  for  difarming  Tapifis.     By  it, 
*;  Two  Juftices  of  Peaee  might  tender  the  2)eclara- 
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titin  to  any  Perfon  fufpecled  to  be  a  Tapift  :  Ana, 
c  if  they  refufed  it,  they  were  not  to  keep  Arms  or 
c  Munition  in  their  Houfes  :  And  any  Two  Juftices 
c  might  warrant  any  Perfon  to  fearch  for  the  fame  5 
c  and,  if  they  found  any,  to  feize  them  for  the  Ufe  ot 
c  the  Crown ;  And,  if  fuch  Refufers  do  not  within 
c  ten  days  deliver  up  the  fame,  or  hinder  any  Perfon 
c  warranted  to  feize  the  fame,  they  are  to  be  impri- 
fon'd  for  three  Months,  and  to  forfeit  to  the  Crown 
treble  the  Value  of  the  Arms,  &c.     Any  Perfon 
concealing,  aiding  to  conceal,  or  difturbing  others 
in  feizing,  is  made  fubjeft  to  the  fame  Penalties  ; 
And  the  Difcoverer  of  any  fuch  Arms,  &c.  wTas,  be- 
fides,  to   have  the  Value  of  them  levied  on  the 
other  Goods  of  the  Offender  :  But  any  Offender, 
having  refus'd  the  ^Declaration,  who  ihall  fubmit 
and  fubfcribe  it,  and  take  the  Oaths,  /halhbe  dif- 
charg'd  from  all  Difabilities  and  Forfeitures  for  the 
future   on  the  account  of  his   aforefaid   Default  : 
And  iikewife,  no?^//?,  refufing  the  Declaration, 
was  to  keep  a  Horfe  of  above  5  /.  Value  ;  And  any 
Two  Juftices  might  warrant  the  fearching  for  fuch 
Horfes  *    which,    if  found,    were  forfeited  to  the 
Crown  :  And  the  Concealing,  or  Aiding  to  conceal, 
is  made  Imprifonment  for  three  Months,  and  For- 
feiting  Treble    the  Value  of  the  Horfes  to  the 
Crown.'5 

But  thefe  Afts  were  not  Punifhments,  fo  properly 
as  Securities. 

Indeed  in  the  next  Year,  in  the  Land- Tax  A£l,  &&*?* 
the  cpapifts  were  doubly  tax'd  :  But  it  was  only  Thofe  tax'dfoaly 
who,   being  of  the  Age  of  1 6y  (it  was  in  Q.  Anne's  *%  Non" 
Reign  enlarg'd  to  18,)  fhould  not  take  the  Oaths  of  AU  'uror'' 
legiance  and  Supremacy  :  And  this  double  Tax  was  on- 
ly to  lie  upon  them  till  they  fhould  take  Thofe  Oaths. 
The  Declaration  againft  cl'ranfnbftantiation,  and  the 
other  Points  of  mere  Religion,  are  not  here  requir'd. 
So  that  they    are  doubly  Tax'd,  not  as  <Papifts,  but 
as  Subjefts  who  refufe  Legal  Obedience.to  their  own 
Lawful  Sovereign. 

Indeed  ten  Years  after  This,  in  the  fame  Reign,  The  A& 
when  the  Government    had  born  long  with  a  CourfeH  Wd-^' 
of  many  different  Plots  and  Confpiracies,  which  the c'4' 
Tapifts  had  always  the  chief  hand   in,  and  fome  of 

thofe, 
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thofe, Plots  of  the  riioft  detefted  and'execrable  kinds,  for 
Affaffinating  the  King,  and  for  bringing  in  a  Foreign 
Force  to  invade  the  Realm  ♦  and  when  the  Infolence  of 
the  Priefts  was  grown  insupportable,  and  their  Acti- 
vity in  perverting  the  Subjeds  from  their  Religion  and 
their  Allegiance  barefac'd,  and  the  Numbers  of  thofe 
that  came  over  after  the  Peace  of  Refwyck  was  found 
to  be  much  greater  than  had  been  ever  before  ob- 
ferv'd  :  An  Aft  was  made  to  prevent  the  further 
Growth  of  Popery.  By  this  Aft,  "  any  one  who 
"  fhould  feize  a  Pqpijh  Bifhop,  Prieft,  or  Jefuit, 
<c  and  convift  them  of  faying  Mafs,  or  exercifing  any 
u  Fun£tion,  was  to  receive  ico  /.  Reward  :  And  any 
"  Bifhop,  Prieft,  or  Jefiiit,  found  exercifiiig  any  fuch 
<c  Function,  or  faying  Mafs,  or  any  P>afift,  teaching 
"  School,  was  to  fuffer  perpetual  Imprifonment :  And 
"  every  Papijly  not  taking  the  Oaths  and  fubfcri- 
"  bing  the  Declaration  within  fix  Months  after  he 
"  comes  to  be  1 8  Years  of  Age,  was  difabled  fronl 
"  inheriting,  or  taking  by  any  means  whatever, 
"  Lands,  £5 c.  in  England,  Wales,  or  Berwick  upon 
"  'Tweed :  And  the  next  cProteflant  Heir  was  to  take 
"  and  enjoy  the  faid  Lands,  £j?c.  but  without  Power 
44  to  wafte  :  And  Papifis  were  difabled  frompurcha- 
"  fing  Lands,  gfc.  in  their  own  name,  or  in  the  name 
"  of  others  in  Truft  for  them ;  And  all  fuch  Trufts 
u  are  made  void:  And  the  Forfeiture  of  ioo/.  for 
"  fending  Children  abroad,  which  by  3  jfac.  I.  was 
<c  to  go  between  the  King  and  the  Profecutor,  was 
li  now  made  to  go  wholly  to  the  Difcoverer  and  Con- 
"  vidler :  And  the  Lord  Chancellor  is-  empower'd  to  ' 
"  oblige  ^Popijlo  Parents  to  allow  a  fuitable  Mainte- 
"  nance  to  their  Proteflant  Children  :  A  Prcvifo  is 
"  put  in  for  Foreign  Minifters  in  their  Houfes,  pro- 
"  viding  that  their  Priefts  /hall  be  regiftred  in  the 
**  Secretary's  Office,  and  be  not  natural  born  Sub- 
11  je£ts,  nor  naturaliz'd." 

This  Att,  tho'  pafs'd  on  fuch  high  Provocations, 
and  much  gentler  than  the  Afts  of  Eliz.  and  Jac.  I. 
was  never  look'd  after,  or  executed. 

The  Principle  it  feem'd  to  go  on  was,  That  it 
was  lawful,  to  drive  the  Papifts  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
and  to  prevent  their  acquiring  any  further  Pofleffion 
among  us  j  fince  it  was  plain  and  evident,  that  their 

Prin- 
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Principles  were  incompatible  with  our  Governments 
and  fince  a  long  and  very  patient  Experience  had 
taught  us,  that  they  would  ever  aft  up  to  thofe  Prin- 
ciples among  us,  as  long  as  they  had  a  Topijh  Pre- 
tender in  vieWfc  which  they  will  doubtlefs  take  care 
never  to  be  without.  The  Deiign  this  Aft  feem'dto 
lay  a  foundation  for  was,  To  do  this  in  the  gentleft 
manner  poffible  :  not  to  deprive  any  prefent  PoffeiTor 
of  their  Property,  but  to  make  it  their  Intereft  to 
fell  their  Eilates,  and  remove  to  another  Country, 
their  Children  not  being  allow'd  to  inherit  in  This 
unlefs  they  would  turn  Troteftants.  This  was  doing 
them  no  Injury,  nor  touching  Property  :  becaufe  a 
Right  to  inherit,  or  to  difpofe  of  tsftates  by  Teita- 
ment,  or  any  other  Deed,  to  take  place  only  after 
the  Perfon  that  executes  that  Deed  is  dead,  are  no 
Rights  of  Nature  $  but  are  wholly  arifing  from  the 
Politive  Laws  of  Countries,  which  the  fame  Legiila- 
tive  Power  which  constitutes  may  alfo  alter. 

Some  indeed  were  againit  having  the  Declaration 
againft  cfranfubflantiation  and  the  Mafs  and  the 
worfhipping  of  Saints  made  a  Part  of  the  Tefl  $ 
fince  thefe  feem'dto  be  Points  of  mere  Religious  Per- 
fuafion,  which  no  ways  regarded  the  State,  or  the 
Security  of  Government;  but  would  have  made  the 
only  Teft  to  be,  a  Renunciation  of  thofe  Topijb  \fe- 
nets,  relating  to  the  Jurifdiftion  of  the  Tope,  or  any 
foreign  Power,  which  are  inconfiftent  with  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Civil  Society. 

Others  faid,  that  by  Experience  it  appear'd,  the 
Tapifts  had  fome  way  or  other  of  coming  at  a  Dif- 
penfation  to  take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Supre- 
macy: For  they  had  always  gone  on  taking  them,  and 
renouncing  the  Tope's  Authority,  till  the  Aft  in 
K.  Charles  the  lid's  Reign,  which  requir'd  the2?£- 
claration  to  be  taken  along  with  the  Oaths.  They 
knew,  the  Church  of  Rome  would  never  give  Allow- 
ance to  their  People  to  trifle  with  thefe  Points,  which 
were  their  great  "Burning  T^oHrines,  as  Archbifhop 
UZtiotfin  call'd  them  5  juitly  conduding,that  the  Blind 
Awe  the  People  ftand  in  of  their  Church  could  never 
be  maintained  any  other  way,  than  by  an  inviolable 
Refpeft  and  an  unmoveable  Adherence  to  Non- 
fenfe. 

H  But 
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But  this  is  a  Point  that  may  defcrve  fome  time  or 
other  a  deeper  and  longer  Confideration. 
(^Anne's  However,  whether  on  thefe  or  on  other  Grounds, 
Reign.  ^jg  £ lq.  was  not  pUt  jn  execution  in  the  Remainder 
of  this,  nor  during  Q.  Anne's  Reign,  jwhich  follow'd  : 
tho'  it  was  very  vifible  that  the  ^Papifts  were  every 
where  aftive  againft  the  true  Intereft  of  their  Coun- 
try, and  favouring  our  Enemies  abroad,  with  whom 
we  were  then  engag'd  in  a  War  $  and  doing  whatever 
lay  in  their  power  to  clear  the  way  for  Him,  wha 
was  Spes  Altera  Rcrn<e>  that  he  might  fucceed,  if  not 
fupplant,  the  Queen,  and  to  defeat  the  Aft  which 
fettled  the  Crown  on  the  Troteftant  Succeflion. 


King  WHEN  their  livelieft  Hopes  were  defeated,  and 

George's    Our  Present  King  was  prcclaim'd,  andreceiv'd  with- 

Acceiiion  to  l  ;^  k  .  '  .   .  , 

the  Grown,  out  any  apparent  Uppoiition  :  no  Seventies  were  be- 
gun, nor,  I  believe,  thought  of,  againft  the  'Papifts, 
till  the  Rebellion  broke  out  •  into  which  the  <papifts 
universally  went,  and  were  the  Principal  Aftorsin  it. 
Upon  This  indeed,  when  the  Nation  faw,  that  no 
Gentlene  fs  or  Connivance  could  obtain  of  the  Papijis 
to  fit  ftill,  and  that  they  could  not  be  won  to  forego 
the  pleaiing  Hopes  of  becoming  Mafters  again  $  the 
Nation  feem'd  to  re  fume  the  Defigns  that  were  .on 
foot  in  the  end  of  K.  Wdliam\  Reign,  of  fecuring 
t&emfelyes  effe&ually  againft  the  open  and  fecret 
Attempts  of   1 X  "r~y. 

T*!eAa  And  with   this  View   was   the  Aft   made    in  the 

*"•     Firft  Year  of  his  oreftnt  Majeily,  To  oblige  <Papift 
to  repifter  their  I     m       and  real  Eftates. 

In  the  Prea  pa  bl<  Aci,  the  Rea  fons  given  for 

it  are,  "  To  bring  the  iPaf n  fls  to  contribute  to  the 
<c  Expence  the  Nation  is  put  to  by  their  Inftigation 
<c  and  Treachery  •  To  deter  them  from  the  like  At- 
<c  tempts  for  the  future  :  And,  becaufe  the  King 
44  gives  his  Interefts  in  the  Two  Thirds  of  theic 
iC  Eftates.  which  are  forfeited  to  him  by  Law,  to  the 
<c  Publick  Service,  thai  thefe  Two  Parts  may  be 
"  r-iz'd  for  the  Ufe  of  the  Publick,  or  a  Tax  laid 
"  upon  the  Tapijls  in  lieu  of  it  3  And  that  their 
"  dilates  may  be  known  for  thefe  Purposes."  The 
Act  "  requires  All,  who,  not  having  taken  the  Oaths 
"  and  the  Declaration  again  Irmfubfiatitiation,  Sec. 

*'  have 
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*  have  any  Eftate  in  Lands,  &c.  in  England,  Wales, 
iC  or  Berwick  upon  Twe  //,  who   arc  'Pcpijb  Recti- 
"  y^tftt,  or  tpapfis,  or  flhall  ufe  and  profefs  the  SP0- 
"  fijb  Religion,  to   take  the  Oaths   of  Allegiance 
<l  and  Supremacy,  and  the  Declaration  againft  jfran- 
"  fubftantiation,  &c.  if  they  were   21  Years  of  Age 
"  the  fane  before,  or  elfe  after  they  do  come  to  that 
"  Age  :  In  default  of  which,  they  are  to  Regifter 
"  their  Names,  and  Eftates  in  Lands,  cffc  within  fix 
€t  Months  after  they  have  Poffeffion  of  them  :  And 
"  This  Regifter  is  to  be  fubfcrib'd  before  two  Juf- 
u  tices  of  Peace  by  either  the  Perfon  Regiftring,  or 
"  by  his  Lawful  Attorney  :  And  befides,  the  Exe- 
iC  cution  of  This   is   to  Be  prov'd   at  the*Quarter- 
"  Seffions  by  two  Witnefles  upon  Oath  :  The  Penalty 
"  of  wilfully  neglecting  to  Regifter,  or  of  Regiftring 
"  fraudulently,  is  the  Forfeiture  of  the  Fee-Simple 
iC  of  all  fuch  Lands,  &c.  or  of  the  Value   of  them, 
"  if  the    Perfon   had  net  the  Fee  in  him  :    Two 
<c  Thirds  of  which   Penalty  go  to   the  King  3  and 
♦  <c  One  Third  to  the  Informer  and  Difcoverer,  fuing 
"  for  it  at  Law." 

This  Act  feems  to  conftitute  the  Regiftring  of 
Lands,  &c,  purfuant  to  it,  a  due  Conviction  of  fuch 
Perlbns  as  TopiJJj  Recufants  :  fince  they  are  required 
by  the  Act  to  Regifter  as  fuch,  and  are  to  do  it  be- 
fore two  Juftices  of  Peace,  who  by  3  fac  I.  c.4.  are 
empower'd  to  hear  and  determine  matters  concerning 
'Popijb  Recufants,  and  to  convift  them  •  and  there 
being  no  ftronger  Conviction  of  a  Man  than  his  own 
Confeffion,  and  his  doing  an  Aft  to  his  own  detri- 
ment in  confequence  of  that  Confeffion,  when  the 
Confeffion  was  no  ways  extorted  from  him. 

This  is  the  laft  Law  made  againft  cPaftifts,  which, 
I  think,  has  been  fince  explain'd  by  another  Aft  of 
the  fame  Purport. 

AND  thus  I  have  gone  thro  a  Scene  of  the  con-  «  a  ^.    m 
itant  Struggles  or  a  tproteftant  .Nation  witn  a  ^Fcpijh  on  th?  Hi- 
Party  among  them  for  about   160  Years,  to  preferve  ftor>; of  ths 
their  own  Religious  and  Civil  Rights  againft  the  Inve-    a^  '* 
terate  and  Irreconcileable  Enmity  of  the  other  ;  whom 
neither  Gentle  Ufage,  nor  Threatning  Bxfblutions, 
have  been  able  to  reftrain  from  taking  all  Ways  and 
H  z  Means, 
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Means,  fair  and  foul,  open  and  fecret,  to  force  their 
Feilow-Subjefts  to  return  to  the  Bofom  of  their 
Church,  and  accept  of  a  <Pop/Jb  Prince  at  their 
hands,  and  to  bow  their  Necks  again  to  the  intolera- 
ble Yoke  of  the  Sijhpps  of  Rome. 

AND  from  this  View  it  muft  be  confefs'd,  that, 
whatever  Tapifts  may  be  in  other  Countries,  where 
perhaps  they  are  lefs  Bigotted,  or  have  not  a  Topijh 
Rival  to  their  Government  fo  near  in  fight,  or  have 
too  much  natural  Senfe  and  Vertue  to  be  led  after 
fuch  monftrous  Principles,  which  indeed,  to  be  con- 
fiftent  with  themfelves,  they  ihould  hold  and  follow  5, 
or  for  whatever  other  Reafon  it  may  be  expedient  to 
tolerate  them  there  :  yet  among  Us,  it  is  plain,  they 
will  not  be  fo  eafy.  They  will  be  contented  with  no 
lefs  a  Sacrifice  than  That  of  our  Religion  and  Li- 
berty. They  will  be  for  ever  looking  after  a  ^Popijb 
Pretender  to  our  Throne,  while  any  Hopes  are  left 
of  Succefs.  And,  even  when  there  is  none,  they  will 
devife  the  moft  extravagant  and  wild  Projects,  rather 
than  not  indulge  their  Inveteracy  againft  this  (Pejli- 
lent  Eerefy  of  the  North ',  as  they  ufually  term  it.  * 
They  arc,  to  fay  all  in  a  word,  evidently  of  theworft 
and  moft  bigotted  kind  oiTapifts. 

If  there  are  any  among  them  of  milder  and  more 
humane  Notions,  they  are  but  few  in  number,  and 
never  yet  could  form  a  fufficient  Party  among  them  5 
but  are  look'd  upon  by  the  Bulk  of  them  as  Betrayers 
of  their  Intereils. 

However,  I  heartily  wifti  fuch  a  Method  could  be 
found  to  difcriminate  the  beft  fort  of  Them,  as  at 
the  fame  time  fhould  not  lay  us  open  to  the  worft. 

But,  that  we  may  juftly  defend  our  felves  againft 
the  avow'd  Principles  of  the  Church  of  Rome,  which 
we  find  by  a  long  andf  very  dangerous  Experience, 
for  about  1 6bYears,  have  been  very  clofely  adher'd  to, 
and  co.nftantly  prariis'd,  by  the  Englijb  Tapifts,  not 
only  the  Principles  of  Government,  but  the  very  Fun- 
damental Law  of  Sclf-Trefervalion  teaches  us. 

If  this  can  be  only  done  effeftually,  by  driving  the 
(Papijls  out  of  the  Land,  that  Method  muft  be  al- 
low'd  to  be  undoubtedly  Lawful.  And  if  the 
Good  Nature  of  their  injur'd  Countrymen  will  not 
fuffer  them  yet  to  go  fo  far  with  them,  they  ought 
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not  to  complain,    if  they  make  them  now  and  then 
contribute  a  Small  Part  of  That  of  which  they  may 
juftly  take  the  Whole  from  them,  towards  bearing  the 
extraordinary  Fxpence  which  the  Nation  is  brought    ' 
into,  chiefly  by  their  means,  and  on  their  account. 

T  H  E  Cafe  is  plainly  the  fame  with  This  :  tf£?Sfr 

A  Man  takes  it  into  his  head  to  profe fs  openly  a 
Principle  that  leads  him  to  murder,  to  fteal,  or  to 
burn  Houfes.  He  calls  This  Principle  his  Religion, 
and  fays  his  Ccnfcience  prefcribes  him  thefe  Actions. 
I  would  not,  'tis  true,  immediately  inflidt  on  him  the 
punifhment  that  the  Law  affigns  to  fuch  Crimes  3  or 
indeed  any  Punifhment  at  all  5  I  fhould  rather  be 
inclined  to  treat  him  as  one  whofe  Brain  was  difor- 
der'd.  But  fhould  I  find  good  reafon  to  think,  that 
he  was  endeavouring  to  put  thofe  wild  Principles  of 
his  in  practice,  I  own  I  would  not  then  be  fo  patient. 
I  fhould  not  think  myfeflf  oblig'd  to  ftay  till  he  had 
actually  murder'd,  or  robb'd  me,  or  burnt  my  Houfe, 
when  he  had  given  me  fuch  fair  Indications  of  his 
Intention,  and  I  faw  it  wTas  his  fix'd  Defign,  and 
came  from  the  fobereft  Thoughts  he  was  capable  of. 
I  fhould  not  think  I  acted  unjuftly  in  That  Cafe,  if 
I  took  the  Opportunity  of  his  profeffmg  Maxims  in- 
continent with  human  Society  to  drive  him  out  of  it, 
if  I  was  able.  And,  if  I  had  Temper  and  Courage 
enough  to  #*uft  him  a  while  longer,  in  order  to  try 
gentler  Methods  upon  him,  and  to  bring  him  to  a 
better  Senfe,  I  fhould  think  I  afted  very  mercifully 
for  Him,  tho  perhaps  fomewhat  too  rafhly  and  un- 
guardedly for  Afyfelj. 

In  like  manner,  the  Tapifls  by  holding  the  Infal- 
libility, of  the  Church,  oblige  thcmfelves  to  receive 
and  believe  whatever  is  the  Doctrine  of  that  Infal- 
lible Church.  Now  I  have  fhewn  you  before,  that  the 
Extirpating  Herefy,  (which  with  them  is  Troteftan- 
tifra,)  The  not  keeping  Faith  with  Hereticks  (/.  e. 
VProteftants)  to  the  Prejudice  of  Holy  Church,  The 
holding  the  Tope's  Jurifdidion  (or  the  Church's, 
which  amounts  to  the  fame)  to  depofe  Princes  that 
are  Hereticks,  or  Favourers  of  Herefy,  and  to  ab- 
folve  their  Subjects  from  their  Oaths  and  Allegiance 
to  them  in  That  Cafe  5  are  Principles  eflablifh'd  by 
the  Church   of  Rome^    according   to  all  the  feveral 
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and  various  Opinions  about  the  Refidence  of  Infal- 
libility. And  I  have  fhown,  (indeed  it  fcarce  want- 
ed to  be  fhown,)  that  each  of  thefe  Principles  is  en- 
tirely incompatible  with  human  Society,  or  any  Prin- 
ciple of  Government  in  the  World.  And  I  have  fur- 
ther proved,  that  thefe  Principles  are  nor  only  wild 
and  enthufiaftical  Notions,  taught  by  Men  whofe 
Brains  were  turn'd  by  a  Speculative  and  Monaftick 
Life,  and  by  an  Affiduous  Idlenefs  :  But,  that  they 
are  the  Maxims  <Pajpifts  have  almoft:  always  ailed 
upon,  and  govern'd  themfelves  by,  where  they  have 
had  Power,  tho  they  have  had  the  Impudence  to 
<kny  it,  where  they  have  had  none  :  And  particu- 
larly, that  this  Affertion  is  verified  as  to  the  EngliJIj 
*Pa$ifis}  by  going  thro  all  the  Steps  of  their  Beha- 
viour among  us  for  the  laft  160  Years,  ever  fince  the 
Beginning  of  Queen  Elizab°tFs  Reign:  And  This, 
notwithstanding  the  great  Gdntlenefs  and  Mercy  with 
which  they  have  been  treated  by  this  Nation,  even 
under  the  heavieft  Provocations  $  and  tho  the  fevere 
Laws  that  have  been  made  againft  them  have  ferved 
only  in  teT7orew,  and  have  never  been  executed 
with  any  fort  of  Rigour,  or  for  any  length  of  Time. 
The  Conclufion  lies  very  obvious  ; 

That  it  is  therefore  very  Lawful,  and  very  Juft, 
even  to  banifh  the  Taftifis  out  of  the  Realm  $  and  to 
allow  no  longer  the  Benefit  of  Law,  and  the  Protec- 
tion of  Government,  to  Thofe  who  ought  to  be  by 
their  Principles,  and  by  their  almoft  uninterrupted 
Praftice  fhow  that  they  arc,  and  feem  refolved  to 
continue,  the  Enemies  of  their  Country,  as  long  as 
their  Country,  perfifts  in  being  Proteftant^  and  in  re- 
taining a.  <P ret eflant  King  ;  And  fuch  are  the  Papfis 
of  England. 

And  confequently,  the  laying  on  them  a  T'ax  of 
One  Hundred  I'houfand  Pounds  for  one  Year,  and 
being  fatisfied  with  doing  This,  is  fo  far  from  being 
an  unreafonable  Severity,  that  it  muft  be  look'd  on 
by  all  impartial  Beholders,  as  a  very  foft  and  gentle 
way  of  dealing  with  moft  Inveterate  and  Inexora- 
ble Enemies,  whojn  we  are  fo  merciful  as  ftill  to  har- 
bour within  our  own  Bowels  :  And  is  fuch  a  Warn- 
ing, as  may,  if  the  Papifxs  will  be  fo  wife  as  to  take 
it,  procure  to  them  in  the  end  a  fhare  in  the  tolera- 
tion 3 
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tmi j  when  they  fhall  behave  themfelves  fo,  as  to 
convince  the  Nation  that  they  can  and  will  be  good 
Subjects,  and  make  it  in  any  degree  fafe  for  the  Pub- 
lick  to  truft  them.  And,  if  it  fhould  have  this  ef- 
fect, it  will  prove  the  greateft  Favour  and  Kindnefs 
that  ever  was  /hown  them.  If  it  has  not,  it  will 
juftify  to  all  the  World  this  little  kind  of '  Reprimand^ 
(I  may  call  it,)  and  even  much  greater  Severities 
that  may  follow  it,  if  Thfe  has  no  effect. 

BUT  before  I  take  my  leave  of  this  Subject,  I 
/hall,  in  order  to  deal  fairly  with  the  ^Papifts^  as  I 
would  with  all  Men,  confider  the  Objections  which 
I  have  heard,  and  know  of,  againft  this  Tax. 

The  Ift,  and  indeed  the  main  Objection  is,  That  Objeaion  J, 
This  is  contrary  to  the  Principle  of  Toleration. 

But  all  that  I  have  hitherto  faid  has  been  to  an-  Anfwer. 
fwcr,  or  rather  obviate,  this  Objection.  And  I  think 
it  is  fully  anfwer'd  :  Unlefs  any  one  will  fay,  that 
the  Principles  of  Toleration  are  contrary  to  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Society,  and  of  all  fort  of  Government ; 
which,  I  am  perfuaded,  whoever  may  venture  to 
fay,  no  one  will  venture  to  prove  :  And  indeed, 
could  it  be  prov'd,  would  be  a  much  flronger  Ob- 
jection to  the  Principles  of  Toleration,  than  ever  . 
yet  I  could  meet  with  among  all  its  greateft  Ene- 
mies. 

THE  lid  Objection  is,  That  the  Hiftory  of  the  object. II. 
Anceftors   of  our  prefent  Tapifts   ought   not  to  be 
brought  in  Evidence  againft  Them  $    but  that  every 
one  ihould  be  only  charg'd  with  the  Principles  they 
profefs  and  practife  themfelves. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  that  the  Hiftory  of  ^popery  is  Anfwer. 
not  produc'd  to  charge  all  the  Crimes  of  th  rlr  Fore- 
fathers on  our  prefent  <Papifts^  but  to  fhov-  the  cott- 
ftant  Effect  which  the  fame  Principles  with  thole 
that  our  prefent  <Papiffs  profefs,  or  will  not  authenti- 
cally difown,  has  ever  had  •  that  from  thence  we  may 
judge,  whether  fuch  Principles  are  to  be  tiufied  in  a 
^roteftaut  Country.  If  the  Papifti  deny  viio  j  Prin- 
ciples- I  would  ask  them,  Why  did  they  not  o;fer 
to  the  Government,  on  the  firft  impolii.g  the  Decla- 
ration againft  'Trmifitbttantiation  in  King  Coarles  the 
Second's  Reign,  to  renounce  ail  the  rnoit   pernicious 
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Dfc&rines  o£  popery,  if  they  might  be  fuffer'd  to  re- 
tain in  Peace  thofe  which  could  affert  none  but 
themfelves  ?  If  they  fay,  the  Heat  rais'd  then  againft 
them  was  fo  violent,  that  no  one  would  have  had  pa- 
tience to  hear  them,  which  is  the  only  Anfwer  they 
can  give  to  this  Queftion  :  I  ask  them  again,- 
Why  have  they  made  no  fuch  Offer  fince,  when  it 
has  been  plain  that  no  fevere  Laws  have  been  heap'd 
upon  them,  but  on  their  being  evidently  concern'd  in 
Defigns  that  tended  to  the  Ruin  of  their  Country  3 
and  when  Thofe  Laws,  that  they  have  in  a  manner 
extorted  from  the  Nation,  have  been  fcaree  evef 
executed  ?  Why  have  they  not  done  this  fince  our 
present  King  came  to  the  Throne  5  when,  after  the 
Rebellion  in  favour  of  their  Pretended  King,  they 
were  required  to  Regifter  their  Names  and  Real 
Eftates,  that  fo  they  and  their  Wealth  might  be 
come  at,  if  they  fhould  perfift  in  their  unkind  and 
ungrateful  Refolutions  againft  the  Publick  Peace  and 
Happinefs  of  their  Country  ? 

No  one  among  their  whole  Body,  that  I  can  hear 
of,  has  ever  made  an  Offer  to  difcriminate  them- 
felves from  holding  the  pernicious  Doctrines  I  have 
mention'd,  and  to  fhow  themfelves  to  be  merely  Re- 
ligious Paftifls.  No — the  Bulk,  both  of  their  Layity 
and  Clergy,  abhor  fuch  a  Diftinftion,  which  they 
think  would  break  them  to  pieces  among  themfelves. 
And  the  Few  wifer  and  better  Men  among  them, 
with  whom  Nature  prevails  over  very  bad  Principles^ 
dare  not  exprefs  their  Willies  for  fuch  a  Projeft,  for 
fear  of  being  branded  as  Betrayers  of  their  Interefts, 
and  being  thunder'd  againft  from  Rome. 

It's  evident  then,  that  the  Bulk  of  the  <Pafifis  re- 
tain the  fame  Principles  with  their  Anceftors  :  They 
prove  themfelves  the  Children  of  Thofe  who  killed 
the  Prophets.  And,  tho  we  are  not  to  punifh  them 
for  Aftions  not  their  own,  yet  may  we  juftly  be  al- 
low'd  to  judge  of  the  Effects  their  Principles  are  like 
to  have  upon  them^  from  the  Fruits  which  the  very 
fame  Principles  have  always  brought  forth  in  their 
'Progenitors.  In  fhort,  we  do  not  puni-lh  them  in 
this  T'ax  for  any  Treafonable  Actions,  either  of 
their  own,  or  of  their  Forefathers  :  for,  if  we  did, 
the  Punifhment  would  not  be  at  all  adequate  to  the 
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Offence.  But  we  punifh  them  (very  gently  indeed 
by  a  finall  Tax)  for  maintaining  fuch  Principles  as 
cannot  confift  with  the  Safety  of  Society.  And  This 
we  do,  not  on  their  throwing  out  rafhly,  or  enthu- 
fiaftically  aflerting*  fuch  Tenets  -y  but  becaufe  we 
have  had  a  long  and  dear-bought  Experience  that 
thofe  Tenets  have  had  always  their  natural  Influence 
upon  their  A<ftions$  and  that  they  are,  whenever 
they  have  opportunity,  but  too  true  to  them,  in  Prac- 
tice. Indeed  were  we  to  take  their  own  Word  that 
that  they  hold  no  fuch  Principle,  we  may  be  fure  of 
being  kept  in  the  dark  till  they  have  it  in  their  power 
to  put  them  in  pra&ice.  For  it  has  been  always  the 
Cuftom  of  that  Church  to  deny  with  Impudence, 
when  they  were  undermoft,  thofe  Tenets,  which  no 
one  dared  deny  with  Safety,  when  they  were  upper- 
moft.  No-— we  are  not  obliged  to  wait  till  they  con- 
fers their  own  Shame.  It  is  enough  to  juftify  us  in 
difabling  them,  that  we  know  what  Principles  they 
muft  hold  in  confequence  of  Others  which  are  their 
main  Articles  of  Faith  $  and,  which  is  more,  Princi- 
ples, which  their  A&ions  have  always,  and  do  yet 
plainly  tally  to ;  which  fhows  they  belong  to  one  an- 
other. And  therefore  I  muft  conclude,  that  the  Tfax 
in  queftion  is  far  fhort  of  what  we  may  in  juftice  do 
to  Secure  ourfelves  againft  This — call  it  Madneas,  or 
Wickednefs,  or  what  you  will — fomething  it  is  that 
threatens  Ruin  toUsTroteftantS:  But*  is  fuch  a  kind 
of  Warning  to  the  tpapifts,  as  may  make  them  re- 
view their  pernicious  Principles,  and  reconfider  therri 
fo,  as  either  to  give  them  up,  or  to  begin  to  think  of 
changing  their  Habitations :  For  they  may  depend 
upon  it*  we  will  not  be  forc'd  to  change  ours,  and 
leave  the  Field  to  them,  if  we  can  help  it. 

The  Hid  Obje&ion  is,  That  it  is  plain,  Principles  Obje&  ill, 
do  not  always  fway  the  Aftions  of  Men,  as  one  would 
expeft ;  but  that  fome  are  much  better,  and  foms 
much  worfe,  than  their  Principles  fhould  make  them. 
And,  as  Inftan^eSj  they  name  the  'Papifls  in  Holland^ 
who  are  as  true  Dutchmen  as  the'&rQftfiantSis  and 
the  Galilean  Church,  which  rejefts  all  thofe  Tenets 
that  are  injurious  to  Civil  Society. 

I  own  this  General  Argument  to  be  fo  far  true,  Anfwetc 
that  I  would  be  very  unwilling  to  profs  on  Men  all 
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the  remote  Confequences  which  I  may  happen  to  dis- 
cern, or  think  I  difcern,  in  their  Principles,  when 
perhaps  they  are  not  there,  or  they  do  not  fee  them 
Themfelves  $  and,  if  they  did,  would  diflike  them 
as  much  as  I  do.  I  know  this  would  not  be  candid 
and  fair  Ufage.  But  then  I  inuft  be  allow'd,  wheft 
my  own  Safety,  nay  perhaps  Life,  is  concern'd,  to 
believe  that  others  fee  the  immediate  and  moft  pal- 
pable Confequences  of  the  Opinions  they  avow  ^  and 
not  take  their  word  for  the  Denial  of  it,  when  it  is 
very  much  their  Intereft  to  conceal  it,  and  much 
more  Mine  to  difcover  it. 

It  is  true,  the  Tapifts  may  be  quiet  ift  Holland. 
But  then  they  are  not  the  truer  Papifts  for  it.  They 
are  by  fb  much  the  lefs  "Bigots.  They  have  no  pre- 
tender in  view.  The  Memory  of  the  unfpeakablo 
Cruelties  of  the  Spaniards  towards  them,  while  they 
Groan'd  under  their  Dominion,  flicks  to  them  fi> 
clofely,  that  they  can  never  think  of  returning  to 
fuch  Matters.  And  there  has  been  no  other  <Preten- 
der^  who  couid  fet  up  even  the  Shadow  of  a  Claim 
to  the  United  Provinces,  but  the  Spaniards. 

But  muft  we  therefore  infer,  againft  all  Expe- 
rience, and  againft  our  Knowledge,  that  the  EngliJJj 
^Papijls  are  of  the  fame  Stamp  ?  No — we  know  the 
contrary.  We  have  feen,  that  ever  fince  the  Begin- 
ning of  Queen  Elizabeth,  they  have  had  a  conftant 
Succeflion  of  Popijb  pretenders  to  our  Throne  $  ex- 
cept in  thofe  Reigns,  where  they  have  themfelves 
born  Sway  at  Court,  either  by  having  the  Manage- 
ment of  a  weak  Proteftant  King,  Gavern'd  by  a  cPo- 
j)iJ]o  Wife  5  or  by  having  a  King  who  fecretly  was  of 
their  Religion  \  or  by  having  one  who  was  openly  of 
It,  and  was  govern 'd  by  their  Precepts,  and  fhow'd 
us  an  Example  (never  to  be  forgotten  by  us)  of  what 
we  might  expeel",  if  ever  a  Popijh  King  flhould  fix 
himfelf  on  the  Throne  of  theft  Realms.  But  This 
I  have  already  flhown  more  at  large. 

As  for  the  other  Inftance  of  the  Gallican  Church  3 
at  is  only  the  Party  among  them  that  oppofe  the  jfe- 
/nits,  who  are  againft  the  Tenets  I  am  ipeaking  oi. 
And  it  muft  needs  be  own'd,  they  are  not  the  more 
confiftent  PdjpijH  for  it.  For  there  are  Papifts  who 
hold  Principles  incompatible  with  Popery^    as  well 
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as  Troteflants  who  hold  Principles  incompatible  with 
Trotejlantifm  $  tho  it  mufl  be  confefs'd  the  former 
fort  are  much  *arer  to  be  met  with,  than  the  latter. 

But  allow  This  Argument  its  full  Extent  5  does  it 
affe£i  our  Tapifis,  who  have  been  always,  and  are 
ftill,  under  the  Management  of  the  Court  of  Rome  ? 
Was  not  King  James  of  the  Jefiiit  Party  ?  Is  not 
the  Pretender  bred  up  in  the  fame  Maxims  ?  Are 
not  almoft  all  our  Topijb  Youth  educated  'abroad  in 
the  Jefiiit  Colleges?  Kow  can  we  imagine  then, 
that  they  are  of  the  Galilean  Doftrine  with  relation 
to  the  Power  of  the  'Pope,  or  of  the  Church  ? 

But  yield  it  were  fb,  ftill  this  is  but  one  of  the 
Deftruftive  Principles  I  mentioned.  Were  This  Prin- 
ciple to  be  given  up  by  them  ;  there  ftill  remain  the 
Two  other,  which  are  no  lefs  Formidable  :  The 
Principle  of  extirpating  Herefy  by  Fire  and  Sword  : 
And  The  not  keeping  Faith  with  Hereticks  to  the 
Detriment  of  Holy  Church.  Where  is  the  Tapiji 
who  denies  thefe  ?  I  won't  fay,  no  private  Perfon 
among  them  has  Good  Nature  enough  to  be  a  Here- 
tick  in  this  Point.  I  dare  fay  there  are  many,  who 
dare  not  own  their  Opinion.  But  I  ask,  What  Coun- 
cil, what  National  or  Provincial  Synod,  what  Body 
of  Capitis,  Clergy  or  Layity,  have  ever  difown'd 
thefe  Two  Tenets  \  Many,  we  know,  Councils,  and 
Synods,  and  Bodies  of  Men,  have  direftly  taught 
and  decreed  the  Extirpating  Principle.  And  the 
whole  Run  of  the  Praftice  of  the  Church  of  Rome 
for  many  Hundred  Years  has  been  for  it.  The  Prin- 
ciple of  Breaking  Faith  with  Hereticks  has  not  been 
fo  often  openly  approved  or  practifed  indeed,  becaufe 
it  was  too  fhocking  to  human  Nature,  and  made  the 
Peace  and  Quiet  of  Nations  too  precarious.  But  ftill  it 
has  been  frequently  pra£lifed  ;  tho  indeed  it  has  ge- 
nerally been  the  laft  they  have  had  rccourfe  to,  when 
no  other  Method  could  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  the  Sec 
of  Rome. 

If  the  Tap? (is  would  juftify  themfelves  from  fuch 
Blemifhes  as  Thefe,  let  them  openly  condemn  thc 
Coiincil  of  Conftance  for  burning  John  Hits,  the  Maf- 
facre  of  Taris,  the  Bulls  of  the  Topes  difpeniiftg 
with  Treaties  and  Oaths,  the  Breach  of  the  1 
of  Nantes,  and  our  Abdicated  King  James's  Tr. 
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greffion  of  his  Coronation-Oath,  and  all  other  like 
Practices ;  Let  them  condemn  all  the  Crufadoys> 
the  Courts  of  Inquifitkn^  in  fhort  all  Burning,  Dra- 
gooning, or  Persecuting  of  Trotefiants.  No — they 
will  never  do  it.  The  Guilt  is  gone  too  deep,  and 
has  fpread  too  wide  for  them  to  difclaim  it. 

And  if  they  will  not  do  This,  let  them  not  think 
to  fhield  themfelves  under  fuch  a  thin  Shelter,  as 
faying  They  do  not  own  thefe  Tenets.  And  if  they 
do  this,  they  can  have  no  further  Regard  for  the 
See  of  Rome \  that  like  a  Charnel  Houfe  flows  toith 
innocent  Blood,  and  is  covered  with  the  Carcaffes 
and  Allies  of  thofe  who  have  fufler'd  Death  and  Tor- 
ments for  the  Troteftant  Religion  fince  the  Refor- 
mation. 

ObjcalV.  A  IVth  Obje&ion  is,  That  it  is  not  equal  Dealing 
to  punifh  cpapifis,  and  not  Nonjurors  $  which  laft  hold 
Principles  full  as  prejudicial  to  Society  as  the  ^afifis 
do ;  and  make  the  fame  Confcienck  of  withdrawing 
their  Allegiance  from  their  Lawful  Sovereign,  to  fet 
up  a  private  Whimfy  of  their  own  Brain. 

Ksfatt?  But  the  Anfwer  is,  that  equal  Dealing  is  not,  To 

be  equally  fevere  to  every  one  that  deferves  it  $  but, 
to  allow  to  every  one  what  Advantage  fbever  they 
have  a  juft  Right  to  with  an  equal  Impartiality,  The 
King's  Mercy  in  pardoning  one  Criminal  does  not 
oblige  him  to  puni/h  none.  There  may  be  parti- 
cular Circumflances  that  may  make  Mercy  reaibnable 
in  one  Cafe,  tho  not  in  another. 

It  may  be  pleaded  in  behalf  of  the  Nonjuror  sy 
that  they  are  of  late  Original,  but  fince  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  have  not  been  fo  long  tried  as  the  ^Papijis 
have.  They  are  generally  People,  who  were  unhap- 
pily carried  into  the  Notions  ot  Slavery  and  Tyranny 
from  the  Fear  of  a  Return  of  that  Licentioufiiefs 
which  caufed  the  Civil  War,  and  the  Ufurpations 
which  were  then  cloak'd  under  the  Pretence  of  the 
Love  of  Liberty.  This  made  them  fcruple  the 
Oaths  after  the  Revolution^  miftaking  the  true  Li- 
berty which  was  then  aflerted  for  the  fame  Licen- 
tioufnefs  which  formerly  they  had  juftly  abhorred. 
Thefe  were  the  beft,  and  the  leaft  adlive  of  our  Ene- 
mies 5  fome'of  them  Men  of  great  Piety  and  Vertue, 
and  ibme  not  fb  much  as  defirous  of  a  Change,  bu& 
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fcly  thought  it  unlawful  for  them  to  take  Oaths  ta 
the  prefent  Government.  They  are  by  this  Honefty 
of  theirs  (very  juftly  indeed)  excluded  from  all  Pla- 
ces of  Truft  and  Profit  ;  fevere  Punifhment  enough  ! 
They  will  not  help  us — We  connive  at  them.  Only, 
I  think,  they  are  doubly  tax'd  to  recompenfe  to  us 
this  want  of  their  Affiftance.  Bui  ftill,  unlefs  they 
proceed  to  greater  Enmity,  and  grow  more  aftive 
againft  us,  the  Nation  feems  unwilling  to  go  any 
further  with  them.  We  even  bear  with  a  good  deal 
of  Spite  and  Virulence  from  them,  which  we  rather 
pity,  than  refent,  in  them,  as  the  EfFeft  of  being 
kept  out  of  all  publick  Employments.  But,  if  they 
grow  to  aft  on  Their  Principles,  as  we  have  had  the 
Experience  of  160  Years  the  Papijls  do  on  theirs,  I 
will  not  fay,  but  we  may  be  at  length  provoked  to  take 
the  fame  Courfe  with  them,  which  we  now  do  with 
the  cpapijls.  \  But,  I  think,  the  Tapifis  of  all  People 
ihould  be  the  leaft  uneafy  that  we  give  the  Nonju- 
rors a  Trial  for  their  Good  Behaviour  for  fome  time 
yet,  when  we  have  borp  fo  long,  and  with  fuch  un- 
wearied Patience  with  them,  and  yet  have  found 
them  always  the  fame  to  us.  When  the  Nonjurors 
fhow  us,  beyond  difpute,that  they  are  full  as  dange- 
rous Subjects  as  the  'Papi/is,  not  only  by  Principle, 
but  by  Practice  too,  they  may  come  to  feel  in 
their  turn,  as  well  as  the  <PapiJisy  what  it  is  to  pro- 
voke Good  Nature.  But  till  then,  the  <Papi(ts  muft 
excufe  us,  if  we  no  not  exercife  an  unneceflfary  Se- 
verity to  the  Nonjurors,  tho'  perhaps  it  might  be 
flriftly  Juft,  becaufe  we  exercife  a  Severity  that  is 
grown  abfolutely  neceffary  towards  them. 

And  a  further  Reafon  may  be  given  for  turning 
the  Sharpnefs  of  Juftice  towards  the  Capitis :  be- 
caufe we  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  thefe  de- 
eded Nonjuring  Protefiants  have  Always  been  en- 
flamed  by  the  <PopiJh  Emiflfaries,  and  made  Tools  of 
only  to  ferve  the  Popijh  Intereft,  and  to  build  up  a 
Hcufe,  not  for  themfelves,  but  for  Tapijls  alone  to 
dwell  in. 

BUT  this  Accufation  is  anfwer'd  by  the  Favou-  Oh\tet  V, 
rers  of  the  Tapifts  with  a  Vth  Objeftion,   That  it 
does  not  appear,  that  the  Capitis  are  concern'd  in  this 
prefent  Confpiracy.     It  is  not  prov'd,  fay  they.    Let 
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thofe  who  are  found  Guilty  fuffer ;    But  let  not  the 
Innocent  fuffer  with  them.     Let  us  not  be  charged 
without  Evidence,   and  condemned  without  Convic- 
tion. 
Anfwer.  I  anfwer  very  fliortly,  by  owning,  that  we  are  not 

punifliing  the  Tafifts  in  a  Body  for  High  Treafon. 
Death  would  be  their  Punifhment,  if  that  were  their 
Crime.  But  they  are  puniflh'd,  becaufe  they  hold 
in  tfheory^  and  adhere  in  TraBice  to  Principles, 
which,  being  inconfiftent  with  all  Society,  make  them 
juftly  forfeit  all  the  Benefits  and  Privileges  of  it. 
And,  tho  we  might  in  ftri£i  Juftice  banirti  them  from 
among  us,  and  deprive  them  of  all  their  legal  Rights  5 
tho  Self-Prefervation  would  juftify  us  inThis  :  yet 
we  fo  far  have  neglected  ourfelves,  and  trufted  ei- 
ther to  their  Impotence  or  their  Relenting,  that  We 
have  fcarce  ever  to  this  day  executed  with  any  de- 
gree of  Rigour  the  fevere  Laws  we  have  from  time 
to  time  made,  it  feems,  only  to  keep  them  in  Awe. 
And  even  now,  when  the  Dangers  from  the  <poftJb 
Quarter  thicken  upon  us,  all  that  we  do  is,  to  raife 
One  Hundred  T'hGtifand  Pounds  upon  their  Bftates, 
in  order  to  help  towards  fupporting  the  extraordi^ 
nary  Expcnce  the  Nation  is  fore'd  tq  bear  on  their 
account. 

For  God's  fake,  whom  is  this  Confpiracy  form'd 
to  advance  ?  Who  are  to  reap  Advantages  from  it  ? 
Are  not  the  Tafifls  ?  Are  they  not  to  enjoy,  (if  it 
fliould  be  our  ill  Fate  that  it  fucceeds,)  a  King  of 
their  own  Religion,  and  their  own  Elefting  ?  Are 
they  not  to  force  him  upon  Us  ?  To  fubvert  our 
Conftitution  in  Church  and  State  ?  To  overturn  our 
Liberty  ?  And  to  fubjeft  us  to  the  Ravages  of  Arbi- 
trary Government,  and  the  Cruelties  of  an  unrelent- 
ing Superflition  ?  It  does  not  appear,  (and  yet  we 
have  feen  their  mighty  Hero's  Declaration,)  I  fay, 
it  does  not  appear,  that  even  Articles  have  been  in- 
filled on  in  favour  of  our  Church  and  Religion,  no 
more  than  of  our  Liberty  and  Property.  I  prefiime 
that  Thofe  Trcteflants  who  join  with  them,  (if  any 
fuch  Creatures  there  can  be,)  are  not  to  be  over, 
fcrupulous.  And,  for  us,  who  are  burden'd  with  fome 
kind  of  Confcience,  and  cannot  caft  off  our  Religion, 
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and  put  on  a  new  one,  at  the  Word  of  Command ; 
we  are  to  be  the  Sacrifices  of  the  Ingratitude  which, 
the  <Papifls  return  us  for  the  Gentlenefs  and  Conni- 
vance they  have  (indeed,  I  fear?  undeservedly)  iq 
long  experienced  from  this  Nation. 

I  think  we  have  as  much  moral  Proof,  as  a  Man  can 
defire  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  that  the  <Papifis  are  the  Prin- 
cipal Authors  and  Exciters  of  our  Difturb^nces  at 
home.  But,  as  they  ar.e  not  on  a  Trial  for  High 
Treafon,  fo  wc  are  not  to  bring  Judicial  Evidence 
againft  them.  It  is  fufficient  for  our  purpofe,  that 
their  Conduft  gives  us  good  ground  to  put  in  execu- 
tion Thofe  Penal  Laws,  or  fomething  not  exceeding 
the  Bounds  of  them,  which  they  are  very  juftly 
made  fubjeft  to,  on  account  of  holding  fuch  Princi- 
ples, as  make  it  impoftible  for  <Proteftaurs  to  live  fe- 
curely  in  the  fame  Country  with  them,  unlefs  by 
their  moft  evident  Actions  they  dernonftrate  to  us 
that  they  do  not  follow  any  longer  their  Principles 
in  That  Point. 

A  Vlth  Obje6Hon  is,  That,  tho  this  7ax  may  be  obje&.  VI. 
juftified   by  ftrifl:   Principles,    yet    it   is    not   Good- 
natur'd  and  Gentleman-like  to  hurt  Thofe  who  are  the 
civileft  and  beft-bred  fort  of  People  in  England. 

I  believe  verily  this  Argument  goes  further  with  Anfwcr. 
Moft,  than  any  of  the  former  ones.  And  I  muft  own, 
it  would  have  gone  fo  far  with  me,  as  to  have  made 
it  impoffible  for  me  to  give  my  Confent  to  the  lay- 
ing any  Hardfhips  upon  the  <Papifls ;  if  I  had  not 
remembred,  how  That  Softnefs  of  Manners,  which 
they  put  on  now,  in  King  James's  Time,  and  when- 
ever they  have  thought  they  had  a  fure  Game  in 
their  hands,  has  on  the  fudden  been  changed  into 
the  moft  furious  and  outrageous  Infolence.  I  do  not 
mean  to  fay  this  of  every  individual  ^Papifi  in  Eng- 
land. I  know  feveral  <Pa£if}s,  whofe  natural  Tem- 
pers are  fo  excellent  that  no  Superftition  is  able  to 
corrupt  them.  But  what  I  fay  is  true  of  the  Bulk  of 
the  Tapfts.  And  I  dare  fay,  the  wifeft  and  belt 
Men  among  them  have  often  condemn'd  this  Beha- 
viour in  their  Party,  on  the  foot  of  Politicks,  as  well 
as  of  Humanity  and  Good  Nature.  I  wifli  heartily 
I  could  fee  a  way  effectually'  to  fecure  the  Nation 
from    the   moft   dangerous   kind   of  Tafifts,   which 
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eompofes  the  great  Body  of  them*  and  to  difcrimi- 
nate  the  more  harmlefs  and  innocent  kind  of  them* 
who,  I  fear,  are  very  few  in  number.  But  it  does 
not  belong  to  me  to  contrive  Schemes :  And  fuch  Co- 
vertures would  beft  come  from  themfelves.  But  I 
own,  the  Value  I  have  for  fome  Tapifis  that  are  a- 
mong  us  would  withhold  my  Confent  at  pfefent  from 
any  much  Greater  Severity  to  the  <Papifis  than  This 
lax  5  which  (whatever  Tragical  Clamours  may  be  ar- 
tificially raised  about  itj  is  in  reality  a  very  gentle 
Warning,  and  no  more  than  a  Scratch  to  awaken 
them,  and  make  them  bethink  themfelves.  I  don't 
know,  what  ftill  higher  and  continued  Provocations 
may  extort  from  me;  (tho  I  think  the  Provocations 
already  given  are  no  flight  Ones :)  But  I  would 
choofe  rather  to  expofe  myfelf,  and  my  ^roteftant 
Countrymen,  perhaps  a  little  indifcreetly,  than  to 
carry  the  Privilege  of  Self-Prefervation  to  too  excef- 
five  a  Rigour  againft  others. 

But,  after  all,  it  muft  be  own'd,  that  whetfi  I  have 
excepted  a  few  fa  very  few)  of  the  beft  fort,  the 
Bulk  of  the  foft  and  obliging  <Papifis  are  only  Wolves 
in  Lambs  Cloathing,  who  would  by  the  Afte&ation 
of  great  Civility  only  lull  us  afleep,  till  they  think 
their  Time  is  come,  and  the  Day  their  own,  till  the 
Maffacrmg  "Bell  rings,  and  they  receive  Orders  front 
Rome  (which  they  dare  not  diibbey)  to  rife,  and  cut 
all  our  Throats. 

AND  now  I  hope  I  have  made  it  plainly  out,  that 
Penal  Laws  againft  *Papifts%  and  even  much  feverer 
ones  than  this  Light  Tax  on  them  for  one  Year,  are 
neceflary  Confequences  from  the  Principles  of  So- 
ciety and  Government,  and  even  of  Self-Preferva- 
tion  5  and  perfe£Hy  confiftent  with  the  Principle  of 
Tolerating  All  Men  in  Points  of  pure  and  abftraded 
Religion. 

AND  This  anfwers  the  firft  Query  put  to  me  : 
Whether  this  Taxing  the  tPapifis  wasnot  a  Penal 
Law  againft  them,  and  confequently  unjuft  and  un- 
lawful, as  being  inconfiftent  with  the  Principle  of 
Toleration  ? 
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I  SHOULD  PROCEED  next  to  anfwer  the  Query  It 
Second  Query,  Whether,  if  it  be  Lawful,  it  be  Ex- 
pedient to  do  it  ? 

But  I  may  very  well  excufe  myfelf  from  anfwering  A.*s*i& 
this  Query,  by  faying,  that  this   properly  belongs  to 
the  Wifdom  of  Parliament,  and  that  it  may  perhaps 
not  be  fo  decent  to  argue  this  Point  without  doo  s 

The  Juftice,  and  (as  I  may  fay)  Lawfulnc r,  < 
Laws,  is  what  every  one,  who  is  to  obey  them,  may 
inquire  into^  and  being  to  judge  of  them,  before  he 
can  in  Confcience  obey  them,  has  therefore  a  kind  ot 
natural  Right  to  demand  Satisfaction  in  this  Point. 

But  the  Prudence  and  Expediency  of  making  fuch 
Laws,  as  are  Juft  and  Lawful  in  themfelves,  is  pro- 
perly the  Truft  placed  by  Subjects  in  their  Gover- 
nors. In  Britain  this  Truft  is  placed  in  King,  Lords 
and  Commons  5  and  by  them  therefore  ought  by 
right  only  to  be  debated. 

And  the  Prefumption  of  every  Subject's  affuming 
to  himfelf  a  Privilege  to  argue  upon,  and  determine; 
not  only  the  Juftice  of  Laws,  which  he  has  a  right 
to  do,  but  the  Wifdom  and  Timelinefs  of  them* 
which  often  he  knows  nothing  of,  and  to  cenfure  the 
Aftions  of  their  Superiors,  if  they  don't  ftrike  his 
Fancy,  is,  I  am  afraid,  one  of  the  Reafons  of  the 
many  fatal  Parties  and  Divifions  that  are  among  us : 
And,  I  can't  but  apprehend,  will  fome  time  or  other 
loofe  us  That  Liberty,  which  we  know  not  how  to 
ufe  within  its  own  bounds.  For  I  queftion  much, 
whether  unbounded  Licentioufnefs  does  not  as  natu- 
rally throw  itfelf  into  Slavery,  as  Infupportable  Ty- 
ranny works  towards  Liberty. 

BUT,  fince  it  is  the  prevailing  Fafhion,  for  Men 
to  argue  and  talk  with  great  Freedom  of  fuch  Points 
out  of  their  proper  place  5  I  fhall  not  be  fo  fqueamifh, 
nor  fo  fingular,  as  to  decline  anfwering  this  Query. 
Tho'  I  fhall  not  fay  much  on  This  Head  for  another 
Reafon  :  Which  is,  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  be  fo 
well  qualified  to  judge  of  This  Point,  as  of  the  For- 
mer. For  to  judge  of  the  firft  Query,  it  requires 
only  a  Man's  confulting  his  own  'Breaft,  and  asking 
himfelf  impartially  ;  What  is  Juft  ?  Whether  he 
does  as  he  would  be  dene  by  ?  it  e.  not  as  his  Self- 
K  Love 
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Love  would  make  him  unreafonably  wifh  to  be  done 
by ;  but  as,  if  the  Cafe  were  His  own,  he  would 
efteem  it  juft  to  be  done  by,  and  what  his  own  Con- 
fcience  would  tell  him  he  deferv'd. 

But,  to  judge  of  the  Point  of  Prudence  and  Ex- 
pediency, it  demands  a  perfe£t  underftanding  of  the 
State  of  the  Government  at  home,  and  of  the  Affairs 
abroad.  In  fhort,  to  anfwer  This  Query,  as  it  fhould 
be  anfwer'd,  requires  a  very  able  and  compleat  Poli- 
tician, which,  I  do  not  doubt,  but  know  mod  certainly, 
that  I  am  not. 

However  I  fhall  anfwer,  as  far  as  my  prefent  Light 
leads  me,  hoping  for  all  candid  Allowances  for  my 
Miftakes,  or  Ignorance,  which,  I  can  only  anfwer,  fhall 
fcot  be  an  affefted  one. 

IT  CANNOT  feem  flrange  tome,  that  the 
Nation  fhould,  upon  the  plain  and  apparent  Grounds 
the  'Pajtzfls  have  given  them  to  believe,  that  they 
have,  not  to  fay  fince  the  Revolution,  but  even  fince 
©ur  prefent  King  came  to  the  Crown,  had  the  prin- 
cipal Hand  in  ftirring  up  all  the  Mifchiefs  that  have 
both  threaten'd  and  empoverifii'd  us,  both  by  the 
means  of  their  Agents  at  home,  and  their  Emiflaries 
abroad  5  I  fay,  it  cannot,  I  Ihould  think,  feem  ftrange> 
that,  on  Thefe  Grounds,  the  Nation  ihould  be  pro- 
voked at  laft  to  make  the  *PaJ>iJls  feel  fome  flight 
Marks  of  their  Difpleafure  :  Marks,  which  really 
eught  to  be  taken  by  them  as  Paternal  Correction,  to 
preferve  them  from  forcing  us  on  ufing  greater  Seve- 
rities, ihould  they  obftinately  perfift  in  railing  Dif- 
turbance  to  the  Country  that  has  folong  and  fo  kindly 
protefted  them,  while  by  no  Rules  of  Society  or 
Government  they  could  have  claim'd  any  Protection 
at  all.  I  own,  to  me  it  would  feem,  that  a  falfe 
Tendernefs  to  the  Tapifis,  in  our  prefent  Circum- 
ftances,  would  be  to  our  Country,  and  to  the  Profe- 
fiants  all  over  Eurofe,  a  moft  unpardonable  Cruelty. 
And  even  to  the  Pafifls  themfelves,  (unlefs  we  were 
to  let  them  overcome  us  in  the  end,)  it  would  prove 
but  fuch  a  kind  of  vitious  Fondnefs,  as  often  in  Pa- 
rents is  feen  to  ruin  their  Children  5  and  would  only 
force  us  at  length  to  come  to  much  feverer  Courfes, 
which  a  little  prudent  Chaftxfement  in  due  time 
might  prevent. 
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I  confefs,  the  only  Reafon  that  makes  me  in  a. 
manner  glad  of  this  'Tax^  and  overcomes  in  me  thofe 
Sentiments  of  Companion,  which  might  otherwife  get 
the  better  of  my  ioberer  Thoughts,  and  carry  me  to 
rifque  myfelf  and  my  Country  fomewhat,  rather  than 
do  a  feeming  Hardfhip  to  others,    is,  that  I  have 
great  Hopes,  that  it  will  enable  the  wifeft  and  fe- 
dateft  Men  among  the  Roman  Catholicks  to  prevail 
over  the  Bigotry  and  Madnefs  of  the  Bulk  of  their 
Brethren  among  us,    and  give  them  opportunity  to 
teach  them  more  Wifdom,  and  to  make  them  fenfible 
of  the  Folly  of  incenfing  Thofe,  who  they  may  fee  will 
not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  ruin'd  by  them,  and  will 
never  come  quietly  under  the  Clutches  of  their  cruel 
and  Bloody  Church,but  who  would  rejoice  to  find  their 
Behaviour  fuch,  as  would  allow  them,  with  any  de- 
gree of  Safety  to  themfelves  and  to  their  Country, 
to   make  the  ^apifis  fenfible  how   exrenfive  their 
Principles  of  Toleration  are  ^  perhaps,  beyond  the  ri- 
gid Rules  of  Wifdom  and  Prudence. 

Let  not  any  ^afift  go  to  anfwer  me  here,  that  we 

Srove  nothing  upon  them  to  the  contrary  of  what  we 
efire  of  them.  We  are  not  Trying  them  at  the  Bar, 
but  guarding  againft  them.  And  we  are  not  bound 
to  feek  the  fame  Evidence  for  defending  ourfelves 
againft  the  avow'd  Principles,  and  the  juftly  appre- 
hended Pradices,  of  declar'd  Enemies,  as  we  are 
for  punifhing  any  Perfons  for  Criminal  Actions  we  ac- 
cufe  them  of  having  actually  committed  :  provided 
always,  that  we  keep  within  the  Bounds  of  Juftice, 
which  I  have  already  fhown  you  that  we  do. 

I  fay  it  again,  (and  I  will  venture  to  anfwer  for 
my  Countrymen  in  this  Point,)  that  I  am  perfuaded, 
that,  if  the  \PafiJls  and  their  Adherents  were  quiet 
and  peaceable  on  their  fide,  and  gave  only  as  full 
Proofs  of  it,  as  they  have  given  of  the  contrary,  no 
Extraordinary  Taxes  would  be  laid  on  them,  no  fe- 
vere  Laws  made  againft  them,  nor  even  thofe  already 
in  Force  executed,  whatever  the  Tendency  of  their 
Principles  might  otherwife  juftify.  And  therefore  let 
the  tPapifts  remember,  it  is  their  own  Fault,  if  they 
continue  to  fuffer  any  Hardfhips  $  for  I  have  pointed 
omt  to  them  the  way,  and  the  only  way,  (except  they 
look  for  Vi&ory,)  to  avoid   it.     And  I  cannot  but 
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think  they  have  Intereft  enough  with  their  Friends 
abroad,    to  prevail  with  Them  to  let  us  alone  :    be- 
caufe  it  is  very  plain,  that  neither  our  ^opijlo  Ene- 
mies Abfoad,  nor  our  ^rcteflant  Deferters  at  Hx>me, 
nor  our  Rebels,    can  give  us  any  confiderable  Diftur- 
bance,  but  as  they  are  fupported  and  join'd  by  the  <Po- 
fifio  Intereft  here.  And  they  muft  think  us  very  blind 
and  Ample,   if  they  imagine  we  can't  difcern,  when 
pur  other  Enemies  at  home  and  abroad  are  cncou- 
rag'd  and  back'd  by  Them,  and  w7hen  they  are  not7 
And  I  muft  add,  that  the  deareft  Friend  the  <Pa- 
pifls  have  abroad,   who,  we  are  told,  is  fo  tender  of 
their  Concerns,  and  fo  addicted  to  their  Church,  that 
even  the  Hopes  of  a  Crown  cannot  prevail  with  him 
to  diffemble  only  fo  far,  as  to  give  but  the  Glimme- 
ring of  Afturance  to  Troteftants  for  the  Security  of 
their  Religion  5    I  fay,  fure  fo  clofe  a  Friend  as  this 
may  fhow  his  tendereft  and  beft  Care  of  them  in  not 
difturbing  us,  (a  Nation  he  has  nothing  to  do  with,) 
and  thereby  provoking  us  to  attend  to  them.     I  do 
not  fay  the  VPapiJls  are  anfwerable  for  all  his  wild 
Projects  to  catch  a  Crown  he  has  been  taught  from 
his  Infancy  to  flatter  himfelf  with   the  vain  Hopes 
of:    But,  I  muft  fay,  without  them   thofe  Projects 
would  carry  little  Danger  in  them  :  They  would  give 
us  but  fmall  Concern,  even  tho  he  were  aflifted  with 
all  the  Intereft  of  the  &ikoritzrite.&cProt  eft  ants  at  home. 
But  I  am  afraid  the  Hopes  of  the  ^apifts  run  higher, 
and  they  imagine  they  have  a  better  Game  to  play. 
But  I  hope  they  will  grow  wifer,  and  that  this  Tax 
will  bring  them  to  fuch  Sentiments,  as  1  know  the  beft 
of  them  (tho  few  in  number)  have  always  profefs'd. 

I  SHOULD  here  conclude  :  But  having  met 
with  fome  Objediions  againft  the  Expediency  of 
this  Tax,  I  will  endeavour  to  anfwer  them  5  that  np 
one  may  fay,  I  am  unfair  to  the  <Papiftsy  and  diffem- 
ble any  thing  which  may  any  ways  make  for  them. 
ppjca.J.  The  Ift  Objection  is:  We  cannot  pretend  to  pro- 
tect yprcteftants  abroad,  if  we  profecute  <Papifts  at 
home  :  We  muft  expert  Retaliation. 
&riwe*.  TO  This  Objeaion  I  anfwer,  That  Charity  be- 

gins  home  $  and  that  we  are  not  obliged  to  fuffer 
Ruin  within  our  own  doors  from  the  Power  and  Acti- 
vity of  the  Tapifrs  whom  we  harbour,  to  avoid  their 
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urijufl:  Reprifals  on  our  Brethren  abroad,  the  ^rotef- 
tants  that  live  under  them.  And  therefore,  if  I  have 
made  it  out,  that  the  Tax  in  queftion  is  highly 
neceffary  for  the  Safety  and  Security  of  the  Nation, 
this  Obje<5tion  is  already  obviated. 

But,  that  it  may  not  be  faid,  we  leave  our  poor 
Brethren  expos'd  to  the  Revenges  of  their  cruel 
Perfecutors,  I  muft  fay  further,  that  I  do  not  find, 
that  our  great  Gentlenefs  for  fo  many  Years  to  the 
<Papifis  here  in  England  has  ever  done  the  leaft  Ser- 
vice to  the  tProieftants  abroad,  but  juft  as  far  as  we 
have  had  Power  enough  by  our  Arms  or  our  Intereft 
to  efpoufe  their  Caufe  effectually,  and  where  it 
would  not  jfrave  been  very  fafe  to  have  rejected  our 
Inftances.  The  only  Topijh  Countries  where  <Pro- 
t  eft  ants  enjoy  any  Liberty  of  Conscience  are  the  Em- 
pire and  Switzerland.  In  Switzerland  They  enjoy 
it,  becaufe  They  grant  it  $  and  mutual  Toleration  is 
very  happily  a  Part  of  their  Civil  Constitution.  The 
Remembrance  of  the  Oppreffions  they  formerly  un- 
derwent from  Arbitrary  Government  keeps  them  fo 
firmly  united  together  in  the  Defence  of  Liberty, 
that  even  Diversity  in  Religion  cannot  wholly  fepa- 
rate  them  in  Intereft,  tho  it  creates  frequent  Mif- 
underftandings  and  Uneafineffes  among  them  5  which, 
I  think,  is  the  ftrongeft  Proof  they  could  have  given 
of  their  Averfion  to  Tyranny. 

In  Germany,  the  Toleration  of  the  Three  Reli- 
gions, Lutheran,  Reformed,  and  (Popijb,  is  eftablifti'd 
by  Law,  by  the  famous  Edifi  of  'Pajjau  $  and  has 
been  ever  fince  look'd  upon  as  the  Great  Cement  of 
the  Empire.  And  breaking  thro  it  would  be  per- 
haps as  deftruflive  to  the  Intereft  of  the  Empire,  as 
it  would  be  to  ours  to  fuffer  the  (Papifts  to  go  on 
with  Impunity,  till  we  let  Their  A&ivity  and  Our 
Indolence  undo  us.  I  know  the  great  Intereft  our 
King  has  in  Germany,  which  is  now  join'd  to  the 
Weight  which  the  Crown  of  Great  "Britain  gives 
him  in  Europe,  has,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to 
have,  great  Influence  in  the  Empire.  And  we  know, 
his  Majefty  has  fo  true  a  Concern  for  the  Troteftant 
Religion,  that  He  employs  his  whole  united  Power 
to  preferve  a  due  Execution  of  the  Laws  in  Favour 
of  the  'Proteftants*    But  this  does  not  therefore  fay, 
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that  our  King,  and  our  Nation,  mufl  fit  fiill,  and 
fuffer  all  the  Infolenccs  and  Injuries  of  the  P>apiJ}s 
here  at  home,  (who  even  here  might  have  been  to- 
lerated, and  ftill  might  be  connived  at,  if  they  would 
have  been  content  with  Toleration  or  Connivance,) 
for  fear  the  Princes  in  Germany  fhould  break  their 
Agreements,  and  overthrow  their  own  Laws  •  which, 
for  ought  I  know,  might  end  as  Tragically  to  the  Pa- 
fifts  themfelves,  as  to  the  Proteftants. 

I  will  venture  to  fay  fomething  more  in  favour  of 
the  Proteftants.  And  That  is,  that  could  the  Pa- 
pifls  fix  upon  them  any  of  Thofe  Pernicious  and  De- 
ftrudive  Principles  which  we  prove  undeniably  upon 
the  Papifts  $  or  if  their  Adlions  were  fuch  as  de- 
ferv'd  fuch  Principles  to  guide  them  j  much  more, 
if  both  their  avow'd  Principles  and  their  open  Ac- 
tions were  of  a  piece,  as  I  have  fhown  Thofe  of  the 
Bulk  of  our  Pap  ft  s  are  :  I  am  fure  no  Protectant 
State  in  Europe  would  have  the  Face  to  plead  for 
their  Fellow  Proteftants  in  any  other  Country. 

There  were  indeed  fome  Madmen  about  the  time 
of  the  Reformation,  and  foon  after  it,  who  had  no 
other  Pretence  to  be  call'd  Proteftants,  than  that 
they  were  not  Papifts.  Thefe  Men  were  called 
Fifth  Monarchy  Men,  and  by  other  hard  Names  : 
They  own'd  no  King  but  Jefns,  and  went  about 
to  fubdue  the  World  for  Him  $  but  were  every  where 
guilty  of  Cruelties  and  Abominations  very  unlike  the 
gentle  and  mild  Chara&er  of  their  pretended  King 
and  Mafler.  Did  any  Proteftant  Prince  or  State  go 
about  to  juflify  thefe  Men,  or  intercede  for  them  ? 
Did  any  one  Proteftant  in  the  World  plead  for  John 
of  Ley  dens  Pardon,  or  for  Knipper  doling' $  ?  No — 
they  abhorred  and  detefted  fuch  Principles,  and  fuch 
Aflions,  and  lent  their  helping  hand  to  extinguifh 
them. 

It  is  true,  Proteftant s  have  refifted  their  Princes : 
And  Civil  Wars  have  been  rais'd  and  maintain'd  on 
the  account  of  the  Proteftant  Religion.  But  have 
they  been  merely  to  advance  the  Proteftant  Reli- 
gion by  Arms,  and  to  force  others  to  come  into  it 
or  profefs  it !  No — it's  well  known,  no  Proteftants 
in  any  Popifb  Country  in  Europe  have  taken  Arms, 
but  merely  in  their  own  neceffary  Defence,  and  not 
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till  the  Extremity  of  Cruelty  had  weaned  them  into 
it,  and  brought  them  to  that  Defpair,  which  makes 
Men  prefer  prefent  Death  to  the  length  of  Torments* 
Who'll  wonder  that  the  Extremity  of  Mifery  fhould 
drive  People  to  rife  up  in  their  own  Defence  ?  Who 
will  condemn  them  for  doing  it  ?  But  where  will 
you  produce  the  Crufado's,  the  Religious  Wars,  the 
Maflacres,  the  Racks  and  Tortures,  that  <ProteftantS 
have  ever  ufed,  or  but  began  to  ftir,  againft  Tapifts 
in  this,  or  in  any  other  Nation  ;  notwithftanding  all 
the  Provocations  they  have  every  where  receiv'd  from 
them  ?  No — Thefe  are  the  Peculiar  Triumphs  and 
Trophies  of  the  Church  of  Rome  5  truly  and  literally 
a  Church  Militant  ! 

The  whole  Matter  in  /hort  amounts  to  This :  The 
rproteftanfs  Religion  no  ways  difturbs  his  Civil  Ob- 
ligations, but,  on  the  contrary,  enhances  and  enforces 
them  upon  his  Confcience.  He  has  therefore  a  na- 
tural Right  to  Toleration.  He  claims  it,  as  the  Pri- 
vilege of  Human  Nature,  To  choofe  his  own  Reli- 
gion, and  to  worlhip  God  in  his  own  way.  To  di- 
fturb  him  in  this  Liberty,  is  to  injure  him,  and  rob 
him  of  what  is  moft  his  own.  But  the  Tapiffs  Re- 
ligion is  no  other,  than  a  Principle  that  renders  him 
the  Enemy  of  all  Society  with  thofe  who  differ  from 
him  in  point  of  Religion,  and  confequently  an  Ene- 
my of  the  natural  Liberty  of  Mankind  in  the  ten- 
dereft  Branch  of  it.  Therefore,  His  claiming  Tolera- 
tion is  no  lefs,  than  claiming  a  Right  to  Tolerate 
no  one  elfe,  and  to  deftroy  every  one  who  refifts  his 
Impofing  Temper.  And,  if  Toleration  is  ever  gran- 
ted to  Him,  it  is  not  granted  as  his  Right,  but  in 
hopes  of  his  better  Behaviour  (1.  e.  of  a  Behaviour 
very  contradictory  to  his  Principles.) 

So  that  a  <Papift,  punifhing  a  Wrote/rant  for  his 
Religion,  is  Guilty  of  the  greateft  Injuftice  imagin- 
able ;  A  Trot  eft  ant>  punifhing  a  Tapift  for  what  he 
calls  his  Religion,  only  defends  himfelf  from  Vio- 
lence and  Injuftice,  which  threaten  him.  And  the 
cpapift^  who  allows  zTroteftant  to  enjoy  his  own  Re- 
ligion in  peace  and  quiet,  does  no  more  than  follow 
the  Law  of  Nature,  and  the  Rule  of  the  Go/pel,  tho 
indeed  deferting  his  own  Principles  :  But  the  Tro- 
teftant)  who  fuffers  a  Tapifi  in  his  Neighbourhood, 
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does  what  no  Principle  can  ask  of  him  ;  but  is  a  very 
Merciful  and  Courageous  Man,  tho  at  fome  Times 
a  very  rafh  and  imprudent  one,  and  one  who  neg- 
lefts  his  own  Safety,  and  That  of  his  Fellow  <PrQ^ 
teftants,  more  than  he  can  well  warrant. 

Obje&IL  A  lid  Obje&ion  is,  That  fuch  a  flight  Penalty,  as 
this  *?ax  is,  will  not  be  fufficient  to  difable,  but  yet 
enough  to  exafperate  and  unite,  the  ^apifis  againft 
us ;  and  therefore  the  moft  imprudent  thing  one  can 
be  guilty  of,  To  provoke  an  Enemy,  and  yet  leave 
him  Strength  enough  to  revenge  himfelf. 

Anfwer.  TO  This  Obje&ion  I  anfwer,    That,  inftead  of 

being  an  Objection  to  the  prefent  propos'd  7ax,  it 
is  properly  an  Argument  againft  the  prefent  and  paft 
Gentlenefs  which  is  and  has  been  fhown  towards  ^a- 
fliftSy  and  would  drive  us  to  much  greater  Severities 
than  we  have  yet  thought  needful.  And  indeed,  our 
beginning  by  fuch  gentle  Means  ought  to  be  attributed 
to  the  Hopes  we  ftill  entertain  of  bringing  the  Ta- 
fifts  to  become  faitl^fuller  and  better  Subjefts,  rather 
than  be  blamed  in  us  ^s  Folly.  We  are  not  willing 
to  cut  off  a  Limb,  while  there  is  left  any  the  leaft 
Profpeft  of  preventing  its  deftroying  the  reft.  It 
does  not  therefore  follow;  that  we  muft  not  ufe  fe- 
vere  Remedies  to  fgftore  it  to  Soundnefs,  where  the 
not  ufing  thofe  Remedies  will  force  us  at  laft  either 
to  cut  it  off  quite,  or  to  let  the  whole  Body  perifh 
by  retaining  it.  If  this  Remedy  does  indeed  unite 
and  exafperate  the  tPafifks,  fo  as  to  make  them  be- 
ftir  themfelves  more  a&ively  than  ever  to  ruin  us, 
we  fhall  find  that  it  will  be  neceffary,  and  what  we 
owe  to  ourfelves  and  to  our  Country,  to  come  to  the 
Extremities  and  Rigours  of  Juftice,  which  we  would 
keep  off  as  long  as  we  fafely  can. 

As  for  the  Danger  to  be  apprehended  from  them, 
tho  I  believe  it  is  very  great,  yet  I  am  perfuaded 
the  Government  will  keep  fuch  a  watchful  eye  over 
them,  that  they  fhall  not  be  able  to  ftir  a  foot,  but 
it  will  be  known.  And,  I  dare  fay,  their  Complaints 
(if  they  fhould  be  fo  unjuft  as  to  complain,)  will  not 
encreafe  the  Number  of  their  Friends,  but  will  only 
raife  the  Indignation  of  all  candid  Perfons,  who  can- 
not but  be  fenfible,  they  have  hitherto  met,  and  do 
even  now  meet,  with  Compaffion,   in  comparifon  of  . 
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that  Rigour,  which  by  all  the  Rules  of  Society  and 
Policy  they  ought  to  undergo.  And  further,  I  hope 
that,  if  the  (Papijis  ihould  perfift  in  injuring  the 
Nation  after  this  gentle  Chaftifement,  tho  it  may 
exafperate  them  againft  us,  yet  it  wiii  route  all 
Mankind,  who  have  any  Senfe  of  Juftice  and  Right, 
in  our  Defence  $  and  convince  the  whole  World, 
even  Thofe  <Proteftants  who  have  the  mod:  Tender- 
nefs  for  them,  and  the  jufter  Papifis  abroad  who 
efpoufe  their  Caufe,  that  the  Englijh  Pafijls  are 
not  to  be  reclaim 'd,  and  that  it  is  impracticable  in 
this  Country  for  <Papifls  and  Protectants  to  dwell 
happily  and  eafily  together. 

A  Hid  Objedion  is,  That,  after  all,  we  /hall  gain  Objefr  in; 
little  Security  by  opprefling  the  cpapifls,  not  worth 
the  Ill-Will  it  muft  procure  us  from  thofe  of  the  To- 
fiJJj  Religion,   both  at  home  and  abroad  •   for  this 
reafon,  that  our  greateft  and  true  Danger  arifes,  not 
from  the  Papi-fls,  but  from  the  fwearing  Jacobites  > 
who  take  the  Oaths  with  a  Refolution  to  break  them, 
and  who  by  fitting  loofe  to  all  Reftraints  of  Con- 
fcience  are  at  the  more  liberty  to  execute  any  De~ 
ligns  they  form  againft  us  :'  That  ^therefore  it  is  both 
weak  and  hard,  to  turn  our  Refentments  from  them 
who  have  done  moft  to-  excite  them,  to  thofe  who, 
if  they  deferve  fevere  Ufage  on  other  accounts,  yet 
by  a£ling  on  Principles,  and  <!6nfiftently  with  them- 
felves,  and  not  diflembling  their  Intentions,  at  leaft 
merit  fome  kind  of  Compaflion  and  Pity.  4 

T  O  This  Objection  I  anfwer,  That  indeed  I  own  Anfwer, 
it  fays  more  than  any  of  the  others  I  have  mention'd, 
and  had  almoft  prevailed  upon  me,  when  I  firft 
heard  it,  to  be  againft  this  T'ax  :  Till,  upon  further 
Confideration,  I  found  the  Argument  amounted  to 
no  more  than  this,  That  it  was  a  pity  that  the  Na- 
ture of  Man  fhould  be  fuch,  and  fuch  the  Uncer- 
tainty of  human  Affairs,  that  we  can  have  no  greater 
Security  of  the  Fidelity  of  others,  than  their  Oaths 
and  Profeffions  $  which  now,  it's  too  plain,  is  but  a 
very  (lender  one. 

But  there  is  no  help  for  This.  We  cannot  dive 
into  the  Breafts  of  Men,  and  find  out  the  Treachery 
that  lurks  there.  Such  Traitors  generally  difclofe 
themfelves  at  laft  by  Overt-J£fs7    but  not  till  they 
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make  the  reft  of  Mankind  run  thro  many  Dangers 
from  them.  All  we  can  do  in  this  Cafe  for  our  own 
Prefervation  is,  to  make  fevere  Examples,  when  we 
can  fairly  come  at  them  within  the  Bounds  of  natu- 
ral Juftice.  (I  own,  I  think,  Forms  fhould  not  pro- 
tect Them.)  We  may  by  thefe  means  deftroy  fuch 
inveterate  and  dangerous  Enemies,  when  we  find 
them  out,  and  terrify  others  who  may  have  fome  Dif- 
pofition  to  follow  their  Example.  And  this  is  all  we 
can  do  in  the  Cafe  of  Traitors,  who  will  take  all 
Oaths,  and  give  all  Aflurances,  to  Government, 
only  to  enable  themfelves  to  break  them  to  better 
purpofe. 

But  I  can  never  think ,  that  This  is  to  fecureThofe, 
who  have  the  Rafhnefs,  or  the  Enthtifiafm^  to  pro- 
fefs  Thofe  Principles,  which  the  others  lock  up  clofe 
within  their  Breafts  ^  and  give  us  fair  Warning  of 
thofe  Intentions,  which  the  others  more  deceitfully 
conceal.  I  am  not  obliged  to  let  a  Man  declare 
himfelf  my  Enemy,  and  yet  leave  him  Power  to  hurt 
me  5  bec&ufe,  if  he  had  been  more  referved  and 
falfe,  I  could  not  poflibly  have  guarded  againft  him. 
And  I  know  not,  whether  fometimes  the  Man  who 
avows  his  Principles,  and  afls  according  to  them,  is 
not  a  more  dangerous  Enemy,  than  the  Perjur'd  Vil- 
lain :  becaufe  the  latter  often  brings  himfelf  under 
the  univerfal  Contempt  which  attends  a  Bafe  and 
Ungenerous  Charader,  and  by  that  means  laofes  all 
Intereft  and  Efteem  in  the  World  •  while  the  former 
by  his  feemingly  Brave  and  Frank  Condufl:  wins  the 
Eavour  and  Refpeft  of  many,  who  admiring  the  Per- 
ibn  are  the  more  eafily  led  to  embrace  the  Party 
that  is  chofen  by  him.  But,  whether  this  Thought 
be  juft  or  not,  I  am  fure,  This  is  undeniable,  That 
it  does  not  follow  from  its  not  being  poffible  in  the 
nature  of  things  to  guard  againft  one  fort  of  Men, 
that  we  are  therefore  not  to  guard  againft  another 
fort,  whom  we  can  very  eafily  guard  againft. 

And  among  us,  I  muft  confefs  for  my  part,  I  do 
not  think  our  Danger  chiefly  arifes  from  the  fwearing 
Jacobites.  If  they  had  no  Reliance  on  the  (PapiJlsi 
they  would  be  a  defpicable  and  helplefs  Party,  load- 
ed with  Perjury  and  fnfaihy  enough  to  fink  any  Par- 
ty >   but  quo  that  boafts  of  fuch  Crimes,  and  make 
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Confcience  of  committing  them  for  the  fake  of  their 
Church,  as <PopiJb  Bigots  do.  It  is  true,  the  fwear- 
lng  Jacobites  are  releafed  from  many  Difficulties, 
which  Confcience  throws  in  the  way  of  Thofe  who 
regard  it.  But  then  Tapifts  are  animated  by  That 
Confcience  to  thofe  very  pernicious  Praftices,  which 
the  Swearing  Jacobites  are  only  not  reftrain'd  from. 
And  I  leave  all  the  World  to  judge  which  is  like- 
lieft  to  excite  Men  to  Mifchief  $  Not  to  be  hinder'd 
by  Principle,  Or  to  be  pufli'd  on  by  it  ? 

As  for  the  laft  part  of  the  Objection,  I  allow,  the 
^Papijls  deferve  Compaffion.  But  fo  I  would  afford 
Compaffion  to  the  greateft  Criminals  fuffering  the 
_"ufteft  Puni foments.  I  fay  not  this,  as  if  I  put  <Pa- 
"fifts  on  a  foot  with  the  greateft  Criminals  $  but  t^ 
fhow,  that  Compaffion  to  others  is  very  confident  with 
fuch  Severity  to  them,  as  is  neceflary  for  our  own 
Defence.  And  it  is  a  falfe  Pity,  and  a  Cruelty  to 
Thofe  who  deferve  our  greateft  Care,  to  leave  our- 
felves  and  our  Country  expofed  to  Deftrudion,  that 
we  may  fpare  Thofe  who  would  ruin  both.  But,  as 
I  faid  before,  having  great  hopes  that  this  fmall 
Chaftifement  will  bring  our  <Papifts  to  Reafon,  and 
make  them  aft  fo  as  to  deferve  at  leaft  Connivance, 
if  not  a  Legal  Toleration  $  I  cannot  but  flatter  my- 
felf,  that  this  *Tax>  inftead  of  being  a  Hardfhip  on 
them,  will  in  the  End  prove  the  greateft  Kindnefs 
that  could  have  been  done  them.  If  it  does  not 
prove  fo,  I'm  fure,  That  alone  will  make  it  very  plain 
that  Tapifts  deferve  no  farther  Tendernefs  or  Re- 
gard from  us. 

AND  Thus  I  conclude  this  Subjecl,  upon  which  Cowctw- 
I  have  been  much    longer  than  I  at  firft  imagin'd  I  slov* 
fhould  have  been,  and  perhaps  have  tired  my  Rea- 
der, if  he  has  had  patience  to  come  fo  far  with  me. 

But  I  could  not,  in  juftice  to  myfelf,  or  in  can- 
dour to  the  (Papifts,  pafs  over  any  thing  that  arofe 
in  my  Mind,  which  appear'd  to  me  either  to  make 
for  them,  or  for  the  Nation  againft  them-  that  I 
might  not  feem  only  to  colour  Matters  over  without 
entring  into  a  full  and  exaft  Difquifiticn. 

If  I  may  feem  a  little  too  fevere  in  fome  Parts, 
where  the  Subjeft  in  a  manner  forced  it  from  me,  1 
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hope  even^the  Vapffis  will  be  fo  juft  to  me,  as  to  be- 
lieve me,  when  I  lay,  that  upon  the  whole  I  mean  well 
to  themfelves,  tho  I  own  my  Hprrour  at  their  Prin- 
ciples •  and  that  I  am  at  prefent  for  fome  Severity 
towards  them,  not  only  for  the  fake  of  the  Publick, 
that  is  endanger'd  by  their  Principles  and  correspond- 
ing Praftice,  but  likewife  in  regard  to  themfelves, 
whom,  I  hope,  fuch  a  flight  Smart,  as  this  Tax  I 
have  been  arguing  for,  will  recover  from  the  unfo- 
ciable  way  they  are  now  in  3  which  muft,  if  it  con- 
tinues, end  in  their  Ruin  or  in  ours. 

As  for  the  Arguments  of  Expediency,  which  I  have 
offer'd  only  to  fhow  what  Reafons  occur  to  myfelf, 
and  what  I  in  my  own  particular  proceed  upon,  I 
am  fenfible  they  may  be  very  deficient  5  and  I  muft 
truft  in  That  Point  to  Men,  whom  I  am  aflured  are 
much  more  knowing  and  wifer  than  myfelf.  But,  as  to 
the  Point  of  Juftice  and  Equity,  I  can  never  truft  any 
one,  but  my  own  Confcience.  And,  I  think,  I  have 
undeniably  made  it  out,  that  This  <Tax  is  far  within 
the  Bounds  of  Juftice,  and  perfeftly  confiftent  with 
the  Principles  of  Toleration,  and  Chriftian  Charity, 
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